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Schoolboys In1prJsoned By Ruthless Terrorists !-Gripping Long Thriller 

, ' . 
~ \ ; . ' \ \ . 

', "· ' \ ... ' ' . . '\, i . ' \:. '• ,', 

\ 

r=-- I p 
I ::: 

' .... ! 
j --. , 

ew 

I 

CHAPTER 1. 

The Awakening. 

'' u· ... :- l.~ c: -LJ t~ ! ltlll'l"l'l'l'rh ! ,, 
r1~l1c sound, fearsome e1lollgl1 i11 all 

trutl1, ,,-as really only n :ra,vr1; bt1t 
it ,vas a 111ost prodigio11R J7a,vn 1 at1cl 

it e1-11ergell fron1 the ,vide-01)e11 .. n1outl1 of 
Ji~,vard Os\vald H ar1dfortl1, of t l1e St. 
l1,ra11li:'s Rc111ove. 

'fl1e l)ur]y j u11iur 01Je11ecl l1iR eJ·es, b11t tl1c 
I igl1t ,vas di111; ar1tl his e:yes, in any case, 
,\'el'e f11ll of l1en.vy s]ee11. At ar1y rate, 110 
,vas satisfied tl1at it ,vas r~uite early in tl1e 
n1or11i11g, ancl it ,vas g·ood to k110,v tl1at the 
rising bell ,,·as 11ot l'i11ging. I-le turned o, .. er 
in heel Jt1x11l'iousl)~, 11refJaring to ha,·e a11otl1er 
~rtfJOZe. 

]Jut tl1ere S€e111e(l to l)e :;,)n1ething ,rrong. 
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1~·or one tl1i11g·, tl1e ue(l \\"US ll()t :-;o spt·ino·y 
a~ j~ sh()H l(l l1a \'e IJee11. rrl1e S})rings di<J I~t 
g1,·e ut ull. A11d tl1e llla11ket, i11 sorr1e ,,~a~,9 
,\·as 11ex t to Hanclfort.J1's chin--i11steucl of the 
sheet. It see111erl ,~ery 111ucl1 rougl1er tl1n 11 

usual. Still, ,\,}1at (lid it 111atter? Ile ro]Jerl 
over () 11 t o h i ~ hack an< 1 1 Pi 811 r~ 1,y open e<l l, i ~ 
e"Ves . .. , 

It ,,·as ,·e1·_y st1~ange. Instea<l of the ,rhite 
ceiling of tJ1c little clor1nitor:y, lie cottl(l ~PO 
~0111e great black rafters l1igh n l>o,·e - -
e11or1not1s l>earns. Of course, they· ,,·erPn't 
there realJJ·. Just 011e of tl1ose trick~ of 1 ho 
i rr1ag·ir1a ti 011. 

"I Sa)~, (~l1urcl1}· !" 111u1nhlPcl J landfnri h, . 
,vitl1 an<Jtl1er 1night:y ya,vn. 

He ha]f-tu1·ne<l over a11,l lookecl at 
(_

1h11 r(•l1y's be<I. r11 rio11slJ1 eno11 g}1, <~-~l-111 rr·J1~y ':q 
lJecl ,Ya~11't: thPr('. Ile ,,·ns gnzi11g a.,ro~s a 



-Starring Nelson Lee, Nipper And The Boys Of St. Frank's ! 
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The Castle of Doom-the secret headquarters or the ruthless Fellowship of Fear, 
hidden away in the mountains of Bavaria. Here Nelson Lee, detective, and his 
schoolboy companions, lie captive-doomed prisoners of the Terrorists they have 
tried so pluckily to bring to justice! But, desperate though their position is, 
Nelson Lee & Co. are not downhearted. ''While there's life there's hope ! '' 

is their motto. 
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lo11g, gloo111jl c.:l1a!11lJcr, ,,·itl1 a sto11c ,vall at 
t l 1 c far e r1 d . 

" l ~at~ ~ I 1 n us t be <l re an 1 i 11 g, " 1 n t1 l. t e re<J 
_Ha11<lf()rtl1, ~it ting Ul) abrur,tlJ· arid sl1nkiug 
l1in1self. 

11(~ lo(>kecl l"<Jt111ci ag-ai u. llis l1eacl \Yas 
tl1robl)i11g- straugely·, ,t1~<l ltl: :sa,v, to l1is 
startle(! - a.:.,t<)r1i~l1r11erat... that J-10 ,vas f ull:r 
dressed, 111ir1us a cr,lJar ancl 11ecktie. rrl1er·c.,. 
,rcre11't au:i,· rl'al l,edc!othe~, cHal.r u <.:OU})lc of 
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shaggy bl~111kets. A11d he wasn't in a bed at 
all, bt1t J),.ing 011 tl1e floor )eve). Tl1ere 
sec1ned to be a sort of mattress. 

"Great Scott!'' gurgled Handforth. 
l-Ic k11e,v tl1at he was a,vake now. Bt1t, for 

the life of him, he could.n't unde1~stand what 
l1ad happer1ed. Instead of being in tho 
dorrnitory of the Ancient House of St. 
.Fra11k's, l1e ,vas-- Where was he? 

It was a great stone chan1ber, lofty, barre11. 
The windows \\'ere· mere slits, and the depth 
of tl1em p1·oved, ,tartlingly enoug_h, how 
extraordinarily thick the wall was. This ex­
plaine,J the Jack of light in the apartment. 
Dimly he could see a great door on the 
opposite side, and it wa..~ arched at the top, 
running to a point-lil<e a door inside a 
churclt, or an old castle. The door was 
hca vily stt1dded with great n1etal knobs. 

"It's-it's in1possible ! '' said- Handfortl1 
loudly. 

"\Vhat-ho !" ca1ne a sleepy voice from 
11ear-by. '' Good old Pl1ipps with the tea 
j ~1ice, what? Laddie, ki11dly slip it across. 
TJ1e young master is ready and waiting.'' 
· "Archie I" exclaimed Handforth, turning 
rou11d. '' \Vhat tl1e dickens--'' 

He broke off. Archie Gler1thor11e, dressed 
just as himself, a11d looking very dishevelled, 
was sitti11g lip on a mattress, si1rrounded by 
rough blu11kets. The elegant jt1nior ,vas 
evide11tly ttricler the iinpression-as Handforth 
had been-that lie was in hrs own dormitory 
at St. Frank's; · 

"~ood gad!'' lie ejact11ated sudde11ly, as he· 
stiffened. " \Vhat's happened? I mean, 
\\·here are we?'' 

'' That's what I like to know,'' said 
Ha11dforth. 

'' Odds sights and scarccro,vs !" ejaculated 
Archie. '' Is tl1at yo11, Ha11dy? I must say 
tl1at yott look r11ost disgustingly dirty_,, 

" \\i"hat abot1t yourself ? '' retorted Hand• 
forth. " A11d look -at these other mattresses 
arid things. 'l,here's al1out a dozen of us 
l1ere ! I cn11't thi11k clearly. Something's 
happe11ed, b11t I don't kno,v what it is. I 
seern to have a vague recollection of some­
tl1ir1g pretty startling---" 

"Oclds ren1inuers a11d jolts!'' broke in 
Arcl1ie. "\Verc11't we in the Triangle at St. 
Ji.,ra11k's? D011't you remember those blight­
i11g searcl1ligl1ts and chappies all dressed 11p in 
rt1mn1y clotl1es? A11d 110w "'e're in a fottl 
<lu11geo11 of s01·ts, inclt1ding a door ,vith k11obs 
011." 

"'11 l1e fclJo,vsl1ip !" yelled Handforth 
excitedly. 

The very recollection made him leap to his 
feet. He \\·as stiff, bt1t he took 110 11otice. 
He staggered to the nearest slit-like ,vindow. 
Before he had taken a good look outside, 
1\rchie had joi11e<l l1im. '!'here was just room 
enot1gl1 for the t,,,o to stare ot1t. The slit 
,vas \\yider 011 tl1e inner side of the wall tha11 
the 011ter; it 11arro,ved do,vn t111til it ,vas 
scarcely 111ore than a crevice, and it ,vas 
covered ,vitl1 thick g]ass. 

Ilttt it was clear glass, a11d the ju11iors cotild 
see out fairly disti11ctly. They gazed upon a 
ren1arl,able vista. 1.'hey could see a lo11g, 

,vi11ding valley ,vith steep hillsides, thick 
with pi11e trees. 111 places, here a11d the1·e, a 
,vindi11g road could be ide11tified; and, far 
off, in the dim distance, right do,v11 at tl1e 
bottom of the valley, tl1e red roofs _of a 
,~illage or to,\'D oot1ld jt1st be disti11g11ished. 

Nearer at ha11d a jt1tti11g portion of a 
buildi 11g- obstr11cted the vie,v; and Ha11dfortl1 
ar1d Archie could see a turreted wall, and 
bt1lging out fron1 a co1·11cr of it a ro1111d to,-w·e1· 
with a sqt1at spire. 1,l1ey stared for sO1110 
moments, a11d the11 they looked at .ar1e 
another, their eyes ,vicle ,vith bewildern1e11t. 

'' It beats n1e ! " sai<l Iiandforth at length. 
"Absolutely!'' agreed Archie l1elplessly. 

'' I mean to say, the whole thing's impossible. 
\Ve must be dreami11g, old tulip! This place 
is a dashecl medieval castle and it's not in 
E11glar1d at all ! Y ot1 ne,ver find pine-clad 
l1ills like that i11 E11gland." 

A sou11d made then1 look rottnd. Some­
body else was n1oving. A big figure ,vas 
sitting up 011 011e of the mattresses--a n1an. 
1-Ie w~ holding his l1ead and running his 
fi11gers throu~h his hair. He stopped 
st1ddenly, ,vi11c1ng, as though his fir1gers had 
e11countered a badly-brt1ised part of his scalp. 

'' ~· e gods arid little fishes! The Head 
himself!'' muttered Ha11dforth. 

It was perfectly tr1le. The man "\\·l10 ,\·as 
.sitting up on the mattress ,vas none ot11cr 
tl1an A-Ir. J nmes Kings\\'OOd-aff ectionately 
k110,vn as '' Fight.i11g Jim,'' the headmaster of 
St. Frank's College. He, like the boys, ,vas 
much dishevelled. The very sight of him 
gave Handforth's memory a big jar, and h1tS 

e)·es suddenly blazed. 
''I remember now!" he muttered tenseJy. 

"The fellowship. That's right. They raided 
St. } .. rank's, didn't they ?'J 

'' Did they ?11 asked Archie. '' I'm trying 
to figttre out how we got to this place. [ 
don't rernember anything. \Veren't ,ve 
gassed, or something, in the Triangle ? " 

'' Yes, that's it,'' said Handforth eagerly. 
'' I say, .:\fr. Kings,,rood ! Are :y-011 a,val<e, 
sir?'' 

lie l1urried across the roon1. As he did 
so he 11otetl tl1ut tt1er0 '"·ere ten oecupants nil 
told, ir1clttdi11g ~fr. l{ings,vood, Archie, a11d 
hin1self. 'l1here ,vas one otl1er ma11-Phipps, 
apparer1tl:\-'·· PhipfJS ,v~s Archie C}lent.horne's 
valet, arid it ,\·a~ bew1lder1ng that he sholtld 
be here. The others ,vere NiJ)per, '11regellis­
\Vest, To1n111y \Vatso11, Cht1rul1, ?vlcClure, 
a11cl \\,.,,illy l·Ia11dfortl1. ~ir. l{i11gs,vood l1ad 
staggerecl to his feet, arid he was looking at 
tl1e bo~ys l1alf-dazeclly. 

"Tha11k Heave11 yott are still alive an(I 
,veil!'' we1·e his first worcls. "Bt1t do11't ask: 
me "·here ,ve are, boys. Everytl1ir1g seems so 

h I . '' topsy-tt1rvy · t at nm 1n a maze. 
"I'm glad of that, sir,'' said Ha11dforth. 
'' You're glad of it?" 
'' I rnea11, ,ve're no ,vorse than you are, 

sir," explai11ed Ha11dforth. "I was beg111-
11i11g to tl1i11k that I was goir1g dotty, or 
so111etl1ing. Bt1t my mind's clearer 110,v. 
Don't )·ott ren1er11ber that affair at St. 
}1 ... ra11li's, sir? \\Tl1en ,vas it? L~t night?'" 
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'' 'l"he great 1·aid b·J-' t!ie Fellows~ip of 'l,hat. ,\·as the catu;e of tho presc11t wl1olc .. 
.vear '' 1nuttered 1'1r. K1ngsvlood ,v1th a sale kiclnapping. 
sudd~n start. "Yes, yes, that's right. Scores Nelsou Lee had decoded the book, and he 
of 1·obed fjgures suddenly appeared at t.he l1acl learr1ed tl1c inne1" secrets of the society; 
scl1ool and formed a co1·don rou11d it. They he had kr10,vn of the ce11tral headquarters, the 
brought searchlights a!ld n1achi11e-gu1~s,,., a11d naines of -the '' Big Five '' of the fello\vship. 
forced us to con1e out into the open air. In sornc ,vay the enc~" had learned of this, 

'' A11d then, when . V.'e ,ve1~c all ottt, ~he arid thcv had kno,,·n tl1at they ,vere booked 
rotters ordered yott to stand for,\"ar~. ,,r1th for ex~sLtre-t1nless the)" acted drastically. 
Phipps sir '' said IIandforth eagerly. H Then So the fello,,·sl1ip l1ad brot1ght off 011c of 
they t~ld :i•ou to oi:der ~.s chaps,-- That's the most speotacular raids in histO{)t; 
rigl1t-the Secret Eight! hund1'eds of rner1 had concer1trated on St. 

'' 'fhe Secret Eight?'' repeated the lica<l- Frank's, thcv l1ad st1rrottnded the school, arid 
master lYearily. Nelson Lee, .. l\Ii. Kings,, .. ood, and the eigl1t 

· "That's what we called ourselves, sir," boys in the secret had been kidnapped. 'l'hus, 
1·eplied Handforth. '' It ,ra~~ the Secret Six the secret ,,·as still preAServcd. Tl1ese ,vcre 
at first-Cht1rcl1 and l\IcClure arid me the only· people lvho cottld ha,"e given the 
Nippe1· and his t\\'O chur11~, of Stud)- C. That fello,vs11i1J a,\·ay. And no\v they ,vere cap· 
made the six. \\7 c ,verc the chaps lYho ,,·ere tives. 
in the secret-abo11-t tl1e fellolvship, aiid l\.lr. ''Ilttt I ca11't rcn1cri1ber, sir,'' said Hand­
Lee being at the school. The~ young \Villy, forth, sc.rntching his head. "\V c were gas,sc:d. 
ffil' minor, had to ·be brought 111to tlie secret, ,veren't ,ve? \·\:"hat happe11cd after that l J 
so ,re became the Secret Severi. Af tcr that sttpposc :you're just as mt1cl1 in tl1e dark as 
there ,,·as Archie Glent.hornc·--'' ,vo are?'' 

"Yes .yes I remember," said .Mr. Kings• "Not quite," r~plied :i\elr .. Kin_gswood, who, 
wood. '"Bui. do _you k_now why Archie p-len_- was now more himself. "I thmk we must 
thorne ,vas admitted 111to the secret circle? have ,been take11 aboard a rnotor-boat-,vl1icl1 
Y-ou did not k11ow, did ~·ou, tliat he dis- ,va.s probabl.r ,,0 aiti11g ,on t-l1e river, 11eur the 
covered that Pl1ipps ,vas non·o other than school. At any· rate., I a,vakcned to fi11tl 111.}'· 
l-Ir. Lee, in disguise?'' self at sea.'' 

Handforth's e:y·es opened v.,,ider. ''Great Scott, sir.'' 
'' You-you 1nean tl1at l\lr. Lee is l1cre IJU\\i", '' )Ir. Lee and Nipper had a \vakc11cd, '' cor1 

sir?'' he asked. tir1t1ed the Head. '' I t.hink ,ve \vere less 
'' Yes-he was captttred with the rest of affected by the gas t,han ~·ou ·boys-for ,re 

us.,, . , Il . h ,, .d had taken care not to ·breathe mttch of the 
'' \\

711v tl1cn every·th1ng s a -rig t, sai , .. apot1r into our lttngs. \\.,. c e,ren succeedctl 
Handfo~•th brightly. "l\fr. Lee can get us in getting the. better of one of Ol~l' guards, 
out of this hole, I'll bet!" and it \Vas any od·ds that ,\1 8 m1gl1t have 

'' I'm glad to kno,,, that yott ha,7 c sttc.11 escaped. Bt1t it \Vas not to .be. Tl1e beggar::S 
confidence i11 l\fr. Lee's po\\~crs, '' said the overpo,vered its again." 
headmaster. '' It makes me feel rather '' Where \\·as t.his, sir-at sea?'' 
ashamed of u1yself, Handforth-Ior, I must ''Yes· and 11ext to t.he motor-boat tl1cre 
confess, I \\'as 111cli11~d to be very despondent. ,vas a g~cat seaplane, . or fl_ying-boat, '' replied 
You mt1st 11ot forget that \Ye ha\·e been cap- l\1r. Kings,,·ood. '' I am beginni11g to 1111der­
t11red by the Fello\vship of_ li.,ear, and our stand no,v. Thev knocked me 011 tho head, 
position is by no mea11s en v1a·bJc. I think-at any ·rate, t.hcre is_ an enor111ous 

brttise. 'l,l1e last I saw of l\lr. l,ec was ,vheu 

I T ,vas the truth. The occuparits of this he fell overboard, a11-d Nipper di,:-ed after 
stone cl1a111bcr had bcer1 seized and him. B 11t t.hey are both l1e1·e, so tl1ey must 
carried off i11t.o captivity by tl1e 1fello,v- ha,·e bcet1 rcsct1ed-and probably gassed 
ship of Fear. again. After that we were, no doubt, tran~; 

It ,vas a grim organisat~on of terrorists; ferrcd to the flying-boat, and brought here.· 
fanatics who were deter·mJned to cau.se u "Absolutely! But where's ' here,' sir?" 
,vorld upheaval. r1~hey had institut.ed a relent- asl,ed Archie. 
less attack upon sc_hool1nasters, . for . it was r . th B • Al ,, 

· ~me o_f their aims to mtroduce their e.vil teach- ::~;
0
3r:.;<11

1
,; 8 avarian · pe. 

mgs mto the great schools of England ._ .~0 . "In HOltz Castle, the ancestral home of 
dottbt they had peen using the_ same t.act1cs Ba H lt ,, 
in Germany and 1n France and 1n Italy. The ron von ° z. 
movement was ,videsp1·ead, ther_e ,vcre '' But-bu-t how can you be St\fe of this, 
branches in every country, and th·e ,vhole sir?'' asked Handforth, stari11g. 
organisa~ion ,vas bewilderirig_ in its size. The '' I will ad1nit that it ~ a guess-but I 
ramifications of the fcllo,vsh1p extended £rorr1 think I am right,'' replied the headmaster. 
one end of Et1rope to the other. '' For Ailr. Lee discovered that Holtz Cast~e 

When Mr. Kingswood, Head of St. Ffank's, is the central hea.dqttarters of t.he Fellowshi_p 
had been menaced by tl1e terrorists, Ne~son of Fear. And the very appearance of this 
Lee had entered the fight with a determma- place is significant. I cannot unJtrs~nd ho~ 
tion to smash the fellowship. He had ,,!'orked the flying-boat landed t1s-bu·t at oes n~o 
l1ard, and, by his brilliance, he had obtained . matter. "Perliapa ,\·e \\·ere dropped by pa I a-
possession of a vital code boolc. chute."' 
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It was 011ljT a cha11ce shot of tl1e hcacl- '' Perish the poisonot1s tl1ough t," said 
111aster's, but it happe11ed to be right. After ... .\.rchie Glcnthorne.; 
be~r1g transferred to t-he flying-boat, tl1e · ' 1 As '""e are tlie first to come to our senses, 
pr1s.011ers had been fl_own above the .clouds v;e'd better see i\'hat ,ve can do with tl1e 
tlnt1l ~hey reach~d this desolate . spot 1n the others," con-tinued Mr. Kingswood briskly. 
Bavarian mo11nta1r1s. They had, indeed, _been '' Come along, boys! No need to be too 
dropped by pa~achute, and had been p1~ked for111al now, l'"Otl kno,v. We are companio11s 
up by_ fello,vsh1p men and brought sti-a1ght in 1nisfort-t1nc. Forget t,h·at I am your l1ead-
in to Holtz Ca_atle. . master.'' 

It ,vas a grim awaker1111g. Mr. Kings,vood l1imself went straight across 
Ten of them-two men and eight scl1ool- to Neisor1 Lee-,,·ho really looked a queer 

bolo's-imprisoned i11 this mighty fortress! mixtttre of hi1nself and Phipps. ]for, when 
Wl1en ~Ir. Ki11gs""'ood realised the full trt1th, Nelso11 ·Lee had been captt1red, he had bee11 
he felt that eve11 Nelson Lee, ,vith all l1is impcrsonat.i11g Archie Glentl1or?1e's invaluable 
clevern~s, could not get them out of the valet. Phipps, by the \Vay, also did dt1ty as 
,vood. the headmaster's btttler, a·ud it ,vas for this 

Holtz Castle was 011e of tl1e most for1nid- reaeor1. Lee had adopted the gt1ise. 
able strongl1olds i11 tl1e ':~rid. It stood But si11ce that hectic hottr, he had been 
perche~ 011 a !Dass of pt'ec1p1tot1s rock_. . On in11nersed in seawater, arlcl he had engaged 
three sides of 1t !here were sheer pre~1p1ce8. i11 a fight; and, taking all in all, his disguise 
On ~h.e fourtl1 s1d~ there ,vas also a steep had some,,·hat slipped. 
P.recipice, exactly the same as on t~e otber Bttt it did 11ot matter no,v-l1e ,vas Nelson 
s1cles; bt1t l1ere there- was on~ difference. Lee himself and tl1ere was no longer a11y 
~cross a cl1asm. ,vere tl10 roc~s of the upper necessit foi: him to adopt sttbterfttge. The 
side of t.he h11J, along which wound th~ Head by shaking him vigorously, -and by 
1~a~1·ow ,road. T~e only way of _commum_- slapping him on the back, and. by adopting 
ca~1on was by means of the massive dra ,v various other methods of first aid, succeed·ed 
br1d(J'e. · k. I d t· - h. 

W"h tl · d b ·d · th ,, d ,. 1 ,, 1n ma 1ng t 1e etec 1vc open 1s eyes. en 11s ra,v· r1 ge was 1n e o,, 1 . b 
position, the road contin11ed rigl1t into the _Ha11df!)rth, at . the . same t~n1e, ~as usy 
cast.le coi1rtyardt and .tho chasm '""'as not with N1~per. Archie applied himself to 
appare11t. But ,vitl1 t-l1e drawbridge ra~ed youn_g \V1lly. 
the castle ,vas cut completely off, perched on Tl1ey al1 respo11ded to treatment. .lfor, by 
its rock, the only approach from the 11 main- 110\\'·, the effects of the gas had nearly ,vor?1 
la11d '' being across the drawbridge over that off. It had not beer1 poisonotts gas-bttt 
yawning gap. merely stupefying. The victims had _been 

. As Mr. Kingsw~d tho!-Jght of the l1ozards, sleeping heavily. But Nelson Lee a11d Nipper 
h 1s heart n·early failed him. had been ,,. under '' more tha11 the others, 

Even supposing they tricked some of their for they l1ad received a dose of gas at a 
guards, and got out of this apartment, ,vhnt mt1ch la.ter hour,· and ita effect had t1ot c11-

then? Ho,v could they hope to escape from tirely left them. 
tl1e castle, ,vith its labyrinths of passages ar1d Dt1ring this first-aid ,vork tlie catltives had 
corridors? How could they hope to get ac1·oss r1ot becr1 distt1rbed. 
to ~hat 111ountai11 road? . For it ,ve11t ,vithot1t For nll they l{Iiew, tl1ey might be in t110 
saying that the ~rawbr1dge would never be castle alone. They did not hear the sot111d 
cJo,.vn-ttnless th.ere were. ample gt1ards ?n of a footstep, or a voice, or ar1l'·thir1g to 
hand. And ev~n a.ssu1!11ng, by some ,,·1ld iridicate that tlie castle ,vas i11hahited. N1Jt 
stretcl1 of the 1mag1nat1on, that they ~ould everi the distant barkitig of a dog, or the 
cs~a~e, tl1ere was only that ono solitary, cro,ving of a cock. Tliey seemed to be sllttt 
w1nd1ng ro~d. Before they could progress off from tlie ,,·orld. 
far alor1g 1t; they would be purstied ra,nd Atld. indeed, that is jt1st ,,,hat they Vfere­
overtaken ... 'I hey would be recaptt1re<1. I he shut off. Prisozicrs in a grim fortress, sur-
,vhC!le ~ositio_n was hop~less. 1·ot1r1cled by n1ilcB of Baron von Holtz's private 

F1ght1ng J1111 shook h1n1self. estate. 
'' I 1nt1st not allow such thoughts to enter A11d. their friends in England-police-the 

my head,'' he mutt-ered almost fiercely. Secret Service-the Ariny-the Navy-knew 
'' Beg pa rd 011. sir?'' asked Handf orth. notl1i11g of tl1eir whereabouts. Not for ceri-
'' They call me 1'.,ighting Jim, do11't they?" turies had f here bec11 such a wide-spread 

demanded the Head. . searcl1 as was r10\v -in p1·ogress for the kid-
'' Why; yes, sir-,-.·e all call you that.,'' re- napped ten. 

plied Fla11dfort.h, in ,vonder. '' And ,vitl1 jolly But they had va11ished as mysteriously" a., 
good reason, too! Didn't yott ,vi11 tl1e an-y of the other fel]oll.,ship victin1s. It \\-Tae 
Amateur Championship--'' k110,vr1 that they had been carried into the 

''No matter how I fott~ht in the rin~. Chanr1el by motor-boat-it ,vas also k11own 
Handforth. I've got to fight harder than I that the 111otor-boat had been destroyed by 
have ever fought in all my life-now!' said fire. _ 
the athletic young headmaster. '' \Ve're not Bt1t no11e knew what had happened to the 
going to let thHe infernal rogues hold tts victims after that. Not. a .trace remained. 
here. are \\~e ?'' They had disappeared as surely ae thot1gh 

'' Not lil{ely, sir!" said Handforth stoutly. the sea had opened and swallo,ved them ttP. 
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CHAPTER 2. 

Jn Durance Vile. 

N EI.JSON Lf~E, having r0111ovcd tl1e last 
traees of l1is i1n1)er,011ntion, ,vas 110\\" 

.A. c1 uitc hirnself. 
' ' \\re ll , b o ~- s, , re' re in a n a sty· 

r11 c•:..:~ ~ :- ' he said caln11)". B It'~, 110 good get t it1g­
t 'xr·i tf)<l al)out it-a11d it \\·~,t1lcl IJe just as 
fool i fd 1 tu get cl es po n tic· 11 t. ' ' 

'' \ .. ott don't tl1i11k: tl1c~y'll kill tlS: sir?!' 
~•-= k c.-cl C 11 u rcl1. 

' : I f th C' v n1 en 11 t t o 1~ i l l '. t .~ , t 1 1 r Y \You 1 d I 1 a , · ca 
~ ~ 

i , • I ' 
'I , r , , I 

' j I 

I 
I 
I 

' 'I saJ·, sir, \\"ll)" nfJt r,reterHI to be nslee1)?'' 
Sttggcstecl l\IcClure. '' N ol)orly l1as con1c to 
l1a ve a look at t1s :ret-a11d if ,Ye g·o lJacl~ to 
ou_r 1na ttressc~ a r1cl l)retenri to be a~lPe}>, ,\·e 
1111gl1t be able to take tl1e e11eru,· bv snr-
}lris~." .. ., 

"l~j· (~corge ~ ,,-11r clidn't-. I think ot 
t l1a t ? " a.;,k(\d Ila uclf ortl1. i;, l t~ S a cork i II~ 

idea. l\Iac ! \\.,. e ccntld sr,rin q- 011 'er11, ancl 
k11oc·k 'e111 colcl, ar1cl tl1e11 da~ll ont of tlte 
castl~." 

"A vcr~p J>rai .... P\YOrth}~ i,Iea-bnt it ,,·cnddt!'t 
,rork.," rP11lit.•(l ~ e lso11 l..ic-t·. • • Onr f rit>1 td~, 

The first hound charged straight at Nelson Lee and bowled him over. But quick as lightning, 
Lee had it by the throat. The next moment the second hound was upon the plucky detective, 

and he knew he was hopelessly outmatched ! 

k i I I e cl t t -:; lo n g lJ e f o re n o \ r . · · rep 1 i e (l JJ e P. 

··l'\o, the fe1lo,\·sl1i11 i~ rutl1le-:.,~--it is extren1e 
--lH1t it. does not go in for 11ee<lless 111ttrcler. 
,,· e ,YL)rc kiclnap pf'd 1 )eca 1.1~.e ,\·e kne,v too 
1rntcl1---becau:~e ,re· co·.1ld h;l•,-c f:-hattere<I the 
,\·hole orga11isatio11. Iiv l,ringin~ us l1erc, the 
fc-llo,,-:--l1i1J l1:1s 1untlt.' eert~1i11 of its o,,·11 
t=:afety .... 

• 

'' But t l1a t 111ea u~ l hn t \';c• . sh~t1 l lJe kept 
l1e1·e fc,r good. ~ir. ·· ~a ;d T\ipper. '' I 111ea11: 
tht.i_y clare1-1't let 11s es('ape.'' 

''' l/ur goocl' i.s a loi1.£.:· ti111P~ )·our1g- 'un, ., 
replic-(l l..it·'c. "~o floullt- rhi, craz~; orga11i~a­
tior1 i.-s inte11t tip,_)n kP(•pin.~· tl~; J)ri::ot1ers for 
~on1r- 111011tlis--1Jl'rha1)s )·ear.~.·· 

, .. rl,ht'Y \\'Oll' t keer) 111e l1t:.il't.? t'or :':ear.~, si l' ! .. 
=" a i d 11 a 1 1 < I f < > rt 11 a .~ ~ rt.' ... ;.._ i ·• -t- i .\ . · · \ \ ~ ha t r o t ~ · · 

'' 1 lili:c ~:-<)tlr S}Jirit- -·a'td I think it is ·ori.~ 
,Yl1icl1 ,re all sl1are, ... sai<l Lf-e. ,vith a l1alf-
s111ile. ''l~xnctl,· .. Hattdfortl1-' ,vl1nt rot~! 

. .. . 
\\l'e arc 11ot g()ing- to ~:lo,\- th£~.~~ 11c.•01)le to 
clo j11~t a.~ tl1c>.r likC'. :ire \\·e? ·· 

tl1e e11e111v, are ,,·l'll a\Ya1·e of our 1-,i·e~e11t er,rt• 
clition. ..They k110\r tl1at ,,·e ar~ ,·,_··1·_y \Vt<lo 
a ,va ke." 

''But ho,,· do tltPY. sir:·· a--!~e(l Ni1)11er, . . 

~tariitg. 

'',-l'l1ere is a ti11\· ., 
re1Jlit'd I.Jee g-rir111~-­
la!-, t fi \·e rr1 in u te .. ~ an 
tl1a t Sf>)·-hole. n 

"11v o!i1\· h~t~·~ ,., ., 

~py-l1ole 111 that cioor.t' 
'· 'J.~l1ree t irne~ ,\·itl1in tiJ{ .. 
e )' l' h a s lJ e l · n a f> pl i c cl to 

:\"i11r>l-1r and Haudfortl1 l1ttrri<·cl aero~s to 
tlie <loor, and. ~u1·e e11oug-h. t~1Prc· ,,·as tho 
tirl)' l1ole. I,P·l,':: l~eeu eJ':l':--. l1ad ~potte(l it 
lltfore au\·u,Jdv el~e. KifJpe1· ,,-a-.. nl)ottt tfl 

f)C'CJJ tl1ro~1~h ~Yl1(•11 l1e l1Parcl the faiIJt sol1nd 
of 01)1-,ronehin,g- foot~tt,.ps. Tllt\Y _ secrnefl 
,·ague a11<l far ~t\\-a~·. "\-et tl1e tL!rr11ng of a 
l~ev· i11 tl1e d,)or 11e(>Vecl that 1t- ,Yas the 
clo;Jr's thick!tll'"'=--- v.·l1icl1 l1a<l ~o O'-\adenell tl\t' 
sun r Ills. 

'· Lool~ out!'" 111n1terf•tl Ilanclfortl1, i11~ti11ct­
i ·, · e 1 v c le u c ! 1 i u g- h i -- f i ~ t s . ... 
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None of t.hem knew what t:o expect.. Hand• 
forth, who always jumped to t.he melo­
d 1·nmatic, was anticipating a regiment ol 
grotesquely robed figure~, all armed_ to the 
teeth, ready to seize the prisoners and drag 
thein forcibly away. 

When the door opened a 6olitary figure 
appeared. 

He was a 1nan of middle age, clearly of 
th.e servant class, dre~sed in loose-fitting 
trousers and a picturcsqt,e pleated coat of 
dark green cloth. The dress, in fact, was a 
kind of informal livery. The mnn was ttn• 
nl"med, and quite alone. 

''You all a"·nke?'' he asked, with a pro­
nounced accent. 

•' Yes, 1 ' replied Lee. 
'-'You not a,vake Joni,'' said the man. 

•' \Ve let you .sleep long time. -Hungry, yes? 
I tell my master you need food.'' 

\Vhile speaking, he was looking over the 
prisonera keenly, noting that they bad all 
made a complete recovery. Even Lee and 
Nipper, who had suffered more than the 
others. in consequence of their ducking in 
the Channel, were apparently hale. 

'' You good, !tro~g boys,'' eaid the man, 
'" i th a sly grin. ''You make good workets 
for my master. He like them strong-and 
)·011ng. ,, 

'' And who is your master?'' asked Kinga­
,vood bluntly. 

"You see him soon,'' replied the man. 
'• He come.,, 

lie turned and ,valked out; and Handforth, 
,vho had been n1aking frantic signs-all to no 
avail-groaned aloud. 

'' Why didn't we jt1mp on the blight.er?'' 
he hissed. '' We had a good chance there I 
lie was all alone, and--'' 

'' \Ve have an cqt1ally good chance of escap­
it)g throttgh the door,vay, '' broke in Le, 
dryly. '' Remarkably careless of the man to 
leave it unlocked, wasn't it?'' 

Ha11rlforth st.ared at the door and gaped. 
'' Wl1y, it isn't e,·en closed!" he gasped. 
Ile rushed to the door, tore it open, and 

four1d himself staring ir1to a wide, gloomy 
arched corridor. The man had vanished. 
· "We can escape!" exclaimed Hand forth 

excitedly. .. 
''Cheese it, Ha11dy,'' said Nipper.· '•Do 

you think these people ,vould give us a chance 
like this? · Tl1e fact that the door· has been 
left t111locked proves that there's no way of­
escape for us.'' 

At the same time, the action of the man 
,vas peculiar, a11d it arot1sed the interest of 
all the prisoners. Generally, ,vhen innocent 
peorJlo ,vere held captive 1n a grim old cas_t!e, 
they ,verc t.hro,vn into a dungeo11, and. ,vhen 
t-he enemy came near, tl1e enemy \\?as armeci 
to the teeth. At least, according to all the 
best thril1ers. 

What ,vas happening 110w \Yas something 
new. 

'' It's just a triclc~ of cot1rse, '' .said Nipper. 
as he we11t 011t into t.he corridor. '' Shall 
we chnr1ce it, gt1v'nor? I 1nean, any harm 
. . I h 9U 111 tts going a ong t e passage , 

'' I suppose not,'' replied Lee, frowning. 
Even he began to think melodramatically, 

so to speak. He wondered if there we1·e 
hidden traps in the flooring, which "'ould 
open and let them throt1gh. But \Yith an 
impatient shrug he dismiBsed s11ch nonsense, 
arid walked out with the boys. 

The corridor had windows exactly like the 
room they had jt1st left-wide slits on tho 
i1111er st1rface of the wall, narrowing to mere 
crevices on the outer surfaces. \Valk1ng 
do\vn the corridot\ they carne, presently, to 
an open door\vay on the same side as the 
room they had just vacated. The1· looked 
into it and sa,v a lor1g, rough table, reminiB.­
cent of a monk's refectory, ,vith solid, 
squarely-built chairs. The floor '1\~as of stone, 
and there was little or no co1nfort. The table 
was set with a fe,v rough plates and iotne 
dull-looking forks and spoons-but no knives. 
At the farther end of the room a fire was 
blazing cl1eerf ully-the only spot of comfort 
in the place. 

The room was entirely empty of humans or 
animals. In another wall a door stood par­
tially open. 

'' Well, I'm jiggered 111 said Tommy 
Watson. 

'' Pricelessly rummy,'' remarked Archie. 
'' At the same time, laddies, I must observe 
that the good old fire looks remarkably allur-, 
ing. What about gathering round the hob?,, 

''Bother the hob,'' said Handforth. '' I 
want to kno,v what this all means! \Vhere 
are the fellowship rotters ?,, 

Lee and Nipper had passed the door,vay 
and were already at the end of the corridor. 
A man was standing there-not the same man 
who had spoken to them a few minutes 
earlier. He was younger, but dressed the 
same, and on his face there was a lurl,ing 
expression of amusement. Lee understood 
why. 

For the e11d of the corridor \\·as com­
pletely barred by an enormous iron gate. it 
was of pict11resque design, ,\·rottght with 
mt1ch skill, and although evidently of great 
a11tiquity-dating, 110 do11bt, from the 1\iliddle 

_Ages---it ,vas as serviceable to-day as wl1en it 
had been first erected. 

Tl1ere ,vas not sufficient roo1n for a cat to 
sqt1eeze tl1rot1gh the ornamentally shaped · 
bars. There ,vas no f asteni11g, appare11tl}', 011 
the i1111er sicle, and 110 way of reaching tho 
ot1ter fasteni11gs. B1Jt Lee did not rlo11llt that 
those faste11i11gs were of great solidity-­
probably iro11 bolts, as thick as a man's arm, 
sl1ooting i11to sockets a foot long. 

'' Yott see?'' sa·id t-he detective, t11rning to 
the boys. 

"Great Scott! \Ve shot1ld need a tori of 
d;.,namite to shift that gate I'' said l\fr. Kings•, 
,vood with a ,v1·y face. "What's 011 t.he other 
side?" he added, turning to the n1an "'"ho 
stoo<l there. 
· The ma11 shook his head, sl1rt1gged his 
shot1lders, and said somethir1g in a Slavonic 
dialect ,vhich even Lee, v,·ho l\"as familiar 
,vith 111anJ' la11guagcs, clid not ttnclerstand. 

"It doesn't rnatter," said Lee. "lleJ,,.or1d 
this gate, no dotibt, is the main part of the 
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c·astlc -,,·hich \\"C are 11ot allo\\"Cd to ttse. 
Let's see \\rl1at lies i11 tl1e other direction." 

"l'hey l1ad got back to the ope11 door,\"ay 
of the "di11i11g-roon1," ,, .. I1en I-la11clfortl1 and 
sor11e of tl1e ot.he1· l)O~"S c111ergecl. 

"Ar1y disco\·eries? '' ask:ed Lee. 
'' Rat.lier, sir,,, said 1-lanclforth. ~' There's a 

kintl of kitcl1e11 thro11gl1 tl1is roo1n-,\·ith a 
,\·hacki11g great sink, \vitl1 ,vatet· laid 011, and 
CVCl')rthi11g •" 

"Tl1at.'s a 11ast~, blo\\,,, •~ saicl l\lr. Kings .. 
,\,,ood. "Evidelltl:y ,\·e sl1all IJe obliged to 
do our o,v11 , 1rashing-t1p. \\7' ell, ,ve ca11 take 
it i11 tur11s." 

"A11d ot1t of the kitcl1e11 tl1ere's another 
roo111-a kind of bath-room, ,vith an 
e11orrnot1s stone bath, lc,rel ,~.ith the floor, 
lJig e11ough to clro,,,.n a11 elepl1ant," ,,yent on 
IIa11(lforth. ,; O11e of those qtteer, old­
fasl1io11ed affairs. 'l,o,vels n11d soap and 
£' ,·erythir1g. '' 

"Qtlite a self-contai11ed flat,'' said J .... ee, 
,\·itl1 a tOLlch of gri11111ess ir1 his ,·oice. '' An~·­
thi11g else~" 

'' Tl1at's all, sir-exce{)t tl1at tl1ere are no 
cloors i11 any of tl1e <Jtl1er \,·alls," replied 
Ha11<lfort.h. "And nil tl1e \,~it1clo,\·s are j11st 
the sa111e as tl1ese-11arro\\-· slits." 

",,~ell, let's see ,,-l1at tl1is clirectio11 re• 
,·eals," said Lee. 

'11l1ey· passed tl1e '' l,ed-rootll. ,~ and fo,1ncl 
tl1a t tl1e corrirlor took a sl1arp tttr11 a f e,-., 
,·artls fartl1er on. The ,valls ,vere of solid 
sto11e, ,vitl1 ar1 occasio11al 11arrO\\" ,vindo,\l'. 
A11cl this corridor, after taking the sl1arp 
n11$"le, seemed to go on e11dlessl:y. It ,vas 
qt11te ,,·ide and airJ·-so airJ· that a cold 
clraught se11t a cl1ili i11to tl1e mar1~0,v. of the 
exJJlore1·s. There ,-.:-ere 110 ,loors of an:y kind, 
a11(l ,v he,1 tl1e~" reached the e11d -tl1e)· came 
to the sister gate of the 011e at the other 

1sectio11. It ,vas of exactly tl1e same ,,,.rot1ght 
iro11 desig11, a11d it l1acl 110 clot1bt bee11 bt1ilt 
l>:v tl1e same skilled craftsrnen, dead for 
l11_111dreds of ~·ears. BeJ·or1d this gat.e l\ras a 
great lofty cl1an1ber. barren, ilt1St)r, .. and 
sl1r>,vi11g sig11s that it l1ad riot bee11 t1sed for 
cot111tless ,,,-ea rs. J nst. , .. isible in the gloom, 
set deeply .. in black recesses. ,,·ere hca, .. ~~ iron-­
stt1d(le·d doors. 

'' \,,.hat a frost!" ~aid Ha11dfortl1, dis-­
a J> }JO i r1 t ed. 

'' \\"e can't expect to escape from dt1rance 
,·ile so earl)~ in the ga111e," sa icl N elso11 I.,ee, 
shal{it1g l1is head. "No\\· \\"e ca11 11nclerstancl 
\\·l1:y there are 110 armecl gltn1·cls knocking 
ahot1t. There's 11ot one C'ha11ee i11 ten 1nillior1 
of escnpe, from tl1is priso11. It is infinitely 
snfer than an,?' cell ir1 Dartn1oor." .... 

' 'By· Jov·e, l\lr. J.,ee, yol1're riglit!" sai<l 
Fifthting ,Tin1. "l\1assi,re sto11e ,\·alls, solid­
n rehed c-eil i11gs-a lso of st.011e stone floors, 
n r1tl ,\-inclo\\·s tl1roug-h v.·l1icl1 a rat cot!lcl 
s<"nrcel,y sq11eeze. Tliere are 0111J" t'\\TO exits, 
n ncl tl1e:y are botl1 guar<lecl llJ' \Yrot1g-ht iro11 
g-ates of stl1pendo11s strengt.h. ,,11nt a11 
extraor<li11nr:v sitnatio11 ! I ,,·011cler ,,·l1y it 
,\·as originall)" bttilt in this \vay? ., L 

' ' l11 rnedieval cla:rs tliere ,\·ere man~; grim 
t,·ra11ts--lorcls of life :iticl ,lentl1, '' re1Jlierl 
i\elso11 IJec tl1ott~l1tfnllv. c.:111 Ba\-arin n11cl ._ .. 

• 

Saxon~" i11 fJarticuJar, the feudal lJa1·ons \\"ere 
little ki11gs i11 tl1~ir o,•.11 rigl1t. It ,,·as ,-ery 
n1t1cl1 tl1e sa1l1e 1n Ital;y, a11(l to a lesser 
degree !n England. Here in tl1esc Bavariart 
rnot1nt.a1ns, the barons ..knew 110 la,v bt1t their 
O1l·n. I've 110 doubt that this floor of t.l1e 
castle ,vas bt1ilt and set aside for the especial 
tlse of e11e1nies ,vhom the reigning ba1·or1 l1ad 
no desire to kill. · The castle proper is in 
ar1other wing altogether. It is qt1ite likely 
t.J1at there are ot.her floors--abo,'"e this and 
below this-similarly eqt1ipped. Bt1t in these 
modern days the:y are shttt · 11p and left as 
mere sho,v places.'~ 

'' ,,., e l1a ve seen for ourselves that tl1e 
ac.commodation here is rneagre-and hastil:y 
i1nprovised, '' said l\lr. Kings"vood. "The 
111attresses and bla11kets, for exarnple, could 
h~ve bee11 ca1·ried i11to that room in fi,,.e 
n1int1tes. And tl1e chairs a11d tables in the 
other room the same. I'n1 afraid ottr host 
has verJr crt1de ideas as to l1ospit.alit~~. '' 

"In tl1e circ11mstances, \\"e are lttcky 
enottg·h to get 1natt-resses to lie on, blariket.s 
to co\-·er tts, ar1d a fire in ottr dinir1g-room," 
repliecl Lee grin1l:y_. '' Perso11nlllT, Jim, l'1n 
quite astonished. \\i .. e are most lucky. 
D011't forget tl1at ,ve are in the hands of a 
ruthless terrorist organisation.'' 

r\.s there ,vas nothing ft1rt.her to see, they 
retrace(l their steps, and the bo}TS ,vere all 
silent. Tl1eir l1opes had been clashed to tl1e 
g1·ot1nd. This rottnd of their '· qt1arters '' 
had i111pressed t.l1en1 deepl~... Tl1ey felt more 
i1n1Jriso11e<l, 111ore sh1tt off from the ,vorld. 
tha11 if tl1e~- l1ad been locked t1p in a black 
cellar. The , .. er}· sight of tl1e p111e-clad hills. 
and the dista11t landscape-so 11enr a11d :yet so 
iar-or1lJT aeee11tt1ated their O\V11 utter 
l1elpless11ess. 

'' Thi11gs migl1t be ,Yorse," mttr11111recl 
Hanclforth, ,vl10 ,vas 110,,.er "do,,~n " for long. 
"\\rhat abot1t \\'he11 t.he blighters bring ot1r 
grt1b? 'l1 he:r'll l1ave to ope11 the gate the11, 
\\'on't t.l1ey·? We',"e onl),. got to a,vait 011r 
cl1ance, and 1r1ake a rt1sl1." 

'' That's all," said Cht1rel1. 
"Eas,1'!" adcled l\IcClttre ,,·itl1 a sr1iff. 
''\\~ell, ,Yll~" 11ot ? " 
"Becat1se, ~·011 fat head, that's jt1st the t.in10 

,,~ lien thc:y ,\. ill ha ,·e men on gt1ar<l," . said 
Chttrcl1. '' Y ot1 can bet J'~t1r boots they're 
llOt ~oi11g to gi,re llS a11y Opportt1nit:r Of 
getting past tl1ose gates. A11d even if ,ve 
dicl get past tl1en1, .,,~here sho11ld '\\·e be?" 

"In the otl1er part of tl1e castle," rcpliecl 
· Ha11dforth brigl1t.lJ". 

"Yes. And ,,,.l1at. then? Yot1 don't st1p­
})Ose ,ve cot1lcl get 011t into the open, clo 
J·Oll ? " 

''\\.'e'd ha,·c a joll)· goocl sl1ot at it," refJliecl 
Handfortl1. 

'' 1'111 afraid ,·ol1 are too optitnistic, ~,.011ng 
'11n," said N elso11 Lee, ,vl10 l1ad l1een liste,1-
irlg to the talk as tl1eJ' ,vall{ecl. '' Tl1e cast.le 
is~ J)ercl1ecl 011 a l1ig-l1 crag, ,vitl1 sJ1eer pre­
ei11iccs 011 e, .. er~r side. 'l.,1:11e, n clra,vl)ridg:e 
co11nect.s ,•vitl1 tl1e r1101111t.a111 roa<l~ l111t 1t 1s 
certai11 ti1at tl1e dra,vl1rirlge ,vil! be al,,·a)"R 
raisecl." 
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"But ho,v do yot1 k110,v this, sir?" as~ed 

lla11dforth, staring. -
" 'fl1is is Holtz Castle, 1111less I am greatly 

1nistaken, a11d the peculiarities of Holtz 
Castle arc k11ow11 fnr arid wide," replied Lee. 
" It is 011e of the 1nost famous fortresses in 
Bnvaria-and the present Baron von Holtz 
l1as th~ reputation of being a true member of 
his line. He was one of the hardest and 
n1ost ruthless generals in the late war-and, 
i11 fact, one of the most success£ ttl of the 
Gel'man comma11ders.'' 

Tl1ey ~ad rcac11ecJ the tt1rn of th_e ~orr!dor 
b:y this time a11d they were no,v w1th1n sight 
of tl10 other iro11 gate for this other cor­
ridor, off ,vhich the 1-001ns led, was very much 
shorter. 

A cll1ng of 1netal sot1nded, and the boys, 
l1urr,yi11g forward, were in time to see the 
gate s"·ing forwatd. But the only 1na11 who 
cnme through was the middle-agecl servant, 
carryi11g an enormous tray. A moment later, 
ho,vever, he was followed by another 1nan 
"· i th a similar t1·ay. • 

"Look!" v;hispered Handfo1·th. · '' No 
guards at all!'' 

J-'ee himse]f was curious abot1t this, and he 
walked £01·,vard to have a closer· look. Ile 
was soon satisfied.·. Another man, on the 
other side, ,vns leisurely closing the gate­
but beyond hin1, at a spot thirty feet away, 
a solitary figure sat behind a ,vicked-looking 
object ,vhicJ1 \\·as unmistakallly a machi11e­
gu11. Tl1is man ,vas very mt1ch at atte11tion, 
and the gu11's n1uzzle was trained straight on 
the _gateway. . 

"Very interesting-a11d very effective,'' 
comme11ted Lee. '' You see, boys? There 
is no necessity for a stro11g nrmed force here. 
That one n1nn, sittir1g. behind his machine­
gun, is all that is necessary. If any of us 
attempted to rush the gate, Vle sho11ld be 
rutl1lessly mown do,,,n. At least, that is the 
irr1v1·ession they ,vish us to receiv.e. Very 
clever. It would be far too risky to take any 
chance." 

The middle-aged 1nan was approaching. 
"Your meal, it is ready," he said shortly. 
'' \\~e ,vill come,u replied Lee. "?.lay we 

know who yo11 are, and ,vl1at position you 
occupy?" 

'' I am I van,'' said the man. '' I serve my 
mnster and obey his -orders. l\iy task is to 
attend you.'' 

It was all very strange. After awakening, 
they had expected everything to be so dif­
ferent. This treatment, ,vhich, after all, was 
lenient, was astor1ishing nf ter their previous 
experiences of the f ello\vship's methods. 

Passing into the dining-room, they found a 
substantial meal set forth on the bare wooden 
top of the Jong table. It consisted of a hot 
meat stew in ,vhich cabbage predominated. 
There were plentiful supplies of hot potatoes, 
a blackish-looking bread, and cold sausages 
filled · another dish. A11 immense jug of hot 
coffee occupied one end of the table. 

'' Well, well! Luxury!'' sai·d Mr. Kings• 
wood, as he sat down. ''We evidently have 
to serve ourselves .. so let's get busy. Upon 

my ,vord ! This coff e-e smells distinctly 
good.'' , 

They found that they were ra,~enot1sly 
httngry, and the stew proved to be not only 
hot and sav,oury, bt1t most palat.a·ble. The 
coffee, too, ,vas exc·elle11t. · The rot1gh and 
ready method of it8 serving ,vas a matter 
of sn1all accot111t. 

After the meal they all felt better, and for 
the first time somebody thottght of looking 
at a ,vatch. As several of theip ,vore ,vatches, 
and they all gave the same time, there \\'as 
no dot1bt as to their accuracy. Th_e hour was 
half-past-one, in the middle of the day. 

''I'm just begin11i11g to realise how things 
stand now,'' said Nipp~r, as he ,vent over 
to the big fire. '' The fact that ot1r ,vat.ches 
are11't- 1·un down proves that \\·o ha,Ter1't been 
a,vay f1;om St. Frank's for t\vent~,-.-fot1r hours. 
\Ve wound them up last night \\·hen ,vc went 
to bed.'' 

'' Last night!" echoed Tommy Watson. 
'' It seems a.ges ago.'' 

'' Don't forget that ,ve. were kidnapped in 
the early hours 0f the n1orning-then \\·e were 
drt1gged and brot1ght straight here," said 
Nipper. ''We must have arrived at a·bout 
da,vn, and after that v.'e s.Jept ur1-til noon, or 
just after.'' 

The1·e was no doubt that this was a correct 
estimate of the position. And no\v that the 
meal was over the boys began to wonder ,vhat 
t.hey sJ}ot1ld do ,,·ith the afternoon. The 
sudden realisation that t.hey cot1ld not move 
beyo11d the confines of their prison startled 
them. . · 

I van ap-peared soon afterwards, and, sur­
prisingly c11ough, he brottght a supply of 
stronrr looking cigars for Nelson L~e and 
l\lr. f<:ingswood. He also informed them that 
they cot1ld occ.upy thems<::lves for a ,vhile in 
carrying the dirty dishes into the kitchen 
and. washing them 11p. · After that he retired. 

'' \Veil, I mttst say that our captors are 
treating u.s qt1ite ,vell, '' said Fighting Jim 
as he lit one of the cigars. '' This thing is 
pt1ngent, but none the less ,velcome. I've 
been dying for a smoke ever since I ,voke 
up. I wonder what "·ill happen next?'' 

It ,vasn't long before t.he- enemy made a 
move. Tl1e boys insisted upon doing all the 
,va..shing up, and they had scarcely finished 
when they heard a sharp, decisive foot.step 
o·n the stone flags of th·e corridor. Lee and 
Fighting Jim, ,vho were talking by the fire, 
turned round,. to see a man of massive pro­
portions entering the room. 

At the very first ~lance Lee kne\v that this 
man ,vas a personality. He was fully six feet 
in height, broad. in p1aoportion, and his florid 
face ~ .. aa clean shaven and fttll of strer1gt.h 
of character. Only his eyes, alert and quick, 
,vere abnormal. Hie· head was almost square, 
and his _iron-grey hair bhot ttp stiffly after 
the f ash1on of a clothes' brush. He was 
dressed in a loose-fitting lounge-suit of heavy 
tweed, and looked a typical cottn,try gentle­
man. 
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This n1an ,,·as Baron l-'"Otl Hol t.z, lord of this 
little domain-and, incidentally, tl1e Tcr-­
rcstrial J\,Iast.er of the Fello\\·sl1i1J of Fear. 

CHAPTER 3. 

Nelson Lee Says '' No.'' 

F OR a n101nent or t\VO tl1ere ,,·as a com• 
JJlete sile11ce. Tl1e boJ·s, ,,-110 \Ycre 
sta11<li11g 11ear the l~itcl1e11 e11tra11ce, 
looked at tl1e nc\-\"Comer eagerly. At 

"the first gla11ce the)· could see that lie ,,.as 
cliff erent from an;10 of the other 1ne11 they 
had seen. l11 fact, he }1ad st1ch an air of 
refi11e1r1ent that the}· bega11 to have ,,ild 
l1opes that. sometl1i11g hacl l1a11pened t-0 t11rn 
the tide of fort1111e. 

"I11troductions, I imagine, are stlperfl.11011s." 
said tl1e big man, l1is E11glisl1 perfect. '' I 

deal of ~Ir. Lee's acti,·itics. I nn1 not a man 
,v·l10 tal~es neeclle.ss cl1a11ces." He sl1r11gged ''I . . l . t 1s a _p1t,y. I c? not, as a rule .. ,vage ,, .. ar-
fare a~a!11st schoC?1boys. 1,l1c:-y are tl1c inno­
cent , .. 1ct1n1s of tl11s 11nl1app~y sitt1ation.'' 

'' .i\s t l1eir l1eadmaster, I tl1ir1k I l1ave a 
right to ask 110\\" lo11g J'Otl intentl to cletai11 
tl1em," 1\·e11t 011 l\Ir. Kings,Yood. "Thev 
,vere seized violent.l_y, drugged, Sttbjectcd to 
grave risks--" 

'' That ,~-e botl1 k110,v,'' interr11pted tl1e 
baron gen tl~·. '' U nf ortunatel~,., tl1e qt1est.ior1 
yo11 pttt to n1e is diffict1lt to anS\\"er. I a1n 
afraid tl1a t thc:r ,,·ill be detaiz1ed for a ,·er\" 

~ L 

long period. If Ottr ho11es of st1ccess are 
f11lfillerl. their dete11tio11 n1a,T not exter1d be-

-~-opd t.he J·ear 1938-tl1a t is to saJ·, five years. 
B11t it is possible--'' 

'' Fi,·e ~~ears!., eel1oed tl1e Head~ aghast. 
'' l1ar1 alive! Are ~"OU sta11di11g there, caln1ly 
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could hav·e hoped, l\Ir. Nelson Lee, to have 
met you in happier circttmst.ances. A11d I 
1·egret, i\lr. James Kings\\·ood, that it is :your 
stt1bbornness \\·hich l1as led ttJJ to this present 
situation.'' . 

''Yott certainly made no mistake, baron, 
"\\ lien )TOtt e11gineered Ol11· c-aptt1re, '' replied 
Nelson Lee. '' The task ,va.s accomplished 
most effect.ively by :rotlr operatives." 

''You kno,v me?" asked t.he baron blttntly. 
'' Y 011 are too modest., l\farsl1al Yon Holtz,'' 

saicl Lee. '' During t.he ,Yar, ,Ye had no 
greater general than y·oi1rself figl1ting against 
lts. It is ,vith regret that I com111e11t 11pon 
l"Ottr present larnenta~ble can1paign. '' 

The baro11 la11gl1ed. 
'' It is only lan1entable, in ~·ottr e~,.es, ms· 

friend, becnttse you do not k110,v of the e,·ils 
it ,vill cventttally eradicate,'' lie replied. '' I 
,vas forgetti11g, for t.he mon1ent, that yot1 st1c­
ceeded i11 reading tl1e secret code book of 
011e of 1ny section con1manders. Tl1at 1nan 
llas paid the penalty for hi.s gross incon1-
petence. Y 011, becanse of tlte knowledge you 
gai11ed, l1a ve been brot1ght here.'' 

"And \'fas it necessary to seize a 11t1mber 
of scl1oolbor~, too?" aske?• l\lr. KingS\\"Ood~ 
l1is a!1ger r1s1ng as he 11ot1c0d t.l1e calr11 coin~ 
r;lacencv of the baron. '' \Vhv should tl1eY 
be mad ... e to stiffer?'' .. "' 

' ' I regret il1e 11ecessitj,. for holding t l1c 
scl1oolbo:ys in cnptivit~i,'' replied \ 7 or1 lloltz. 
'' Dut I ,,,.as i11f or med that t110y 1~11e,v a great 

proposing to hold these bo)rs in captjvit,y- for 
five solid )"ears?" 

''It i.s but a sl1ort time,'' replied t l1e lla ro11. 
his e:yes gleaming ,Yith a ligl1t ,,-l1ich ,vas 
akin to madness. '' Yott t,11_.o mc11 and these 
eight boJ·s are tl1e onl~r people in the ,vorld~ 
beyond m:f o,vn tr11sted lieute11ar1ts~ ,vho 
k110,v t.l1a t I am t.l1e Terrestrial l\laster of the 
Fello,vship of Fe-ar. U11til my great pla11s 
rnateria1ise, I clare r1ot al1o¥l an~t of yotl to 
leave this castle. Yet I am no n1t1rdcrer. 
l\Iany n·1e11, perl1aps, b11rdened by so mar1y 
ttndesirables, \\"Ot1ld kill them 011t of hand. 
But tl1at is not i11)r ,vay·. I sl1all keep ~·ott 
J1ere-and ]nte1\ perl1aps. the bo:ys ,Yill ,be­
corne ttsef ul citize11s of the great \\~ orld Fel• 
lo,vship." 

He looked rotind the room defJi·ecati11g1,y. 

'' '\-ot1 1nust allo\v me to apologise for tl10 
m("agre acco1nmodation, '' he c-0ntint1ed. '.' I 
l1ad very lit,tle notice of yotir coming. \\' .... ithir1 
a fe,Y davs I ,vill have more comfortable ft1r11i .. ... 
tttre installed, a11cl ~'Ott shall all l1a ve goo(I 

~beds to sleep on. I ,vo11ld inform ~ro11, 110,\ ~ 
C\'er, that thi.s part of the castle is the limit 
of ,·our freedom. Yott l1a,re ever,,. facility 

• ~ L 

for eating. sleeping, and ,,·asl1in.g. The 1011,g 

corridor ,vill serve ,,.ot1 as an excelle11t excar­
c-ise grott11d. Later ... on tp-da~,. I ,vill see tl1at 
bool-,:s are sent i11to :rou-as ti111e n1aj" l1n11.g 
l1en·vilj1 tlJ)On your l1ands. I ,vill ev~n l)l'OCttre 
sel1ool book:s fro111 Engla11d so t.l1at )"OU, nlr .. 
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King. swood, will be enabled to instruct your 
pupils.'' . 

They listened in a mixture of bewilderment 
and incredulity. The baroa was so calm, so 
deliberate. The whole thing seemed f antas­
tic. He Vt"as telling ~-hem t~at t~ey were 
doomed to remain prIBoners 1n this corner 
of Holtz Castle for years! 

'' I am relying uoon your good sense, of 
course," went on the baron. ''If ~you should 
be foolish e11ough to make any attempt to 
escape I cannot be ans,\·.crable !or t~e con­
sequences. If any of y~u are ·k1lled in such 
a n1ad act., your blood will be upon .Y!JUr 0~·11 
head. While l·ou accept your capt1v1ty with 
a good grace you will be sufficiently fed and 
\\"ell cared for. I think, Mr. Lee, that I am 
treating l·ou all in a very fair manner. Pl~as_e 
do 11ot overlook tl1e fact that my operatives 
cottld have killed you vtithout difficttlty. ,., 

Nelson Lee looked at him steadily. 
'' What, exactly, is your game?'' he de­

ma11ded. 
''Game? You think I have some hidden 

n1otive ?', said the· baron, with a laugh. 
'' Well, perhaps you are righ~. If _you will 
oomo with me, Mr. Lee, I will satisfy :your 
Cltriosity." 

Nelson Lee had no option bttt to go. For, 
at a \VOrd from the baron, four big men, 
obvioti.sly ex-soldiers, strode smartly i11 to ~he 
room. They closed round Nelsq11 Lee l1ke 
an escort, and at a word fr0m the ·baron they 
marched the detective a,yay. Lee had far too 
mt1ch sense to attempt any resistance. 

'' Gttv'nor l'' exclaimed ~ipper anx.io?,sly. 
'' T11t-tut I Do not get into a panic, said 

Von Holtz. '' Mr. Lee will rett1rn unhal'med. 
You already know that I am not a man of 
violence.,, 

But Nipper felt wildly uneasy. It came to 
him then that something dreadful was 
mapped oi{t for Lee. The ~aron, for all .. his 
gentlemanly bearing an~ his smooth voice, 
Yt"as a man who sent involuntary shudd_ers 
down Nipper's· spi11e. There ,vas somet~ing 
elusively devilish about him-and Mr. K1ngs-­
,, .. ood, at least, had already arri"·ed at th_e 
conclusion that the man was mad. But it 
was that form of madness which is so akin 
to sanity that in all 011tVw'ard respects he waa 
normal. At the ;big gate 0110 of the servants 
thrust it open. The escort marched t~rough, 
followed by the bar:on. · And all . the time the 
man ,vith the machine-gun remained alert. 

The gate clanged, and Lee ,vas taken along 
a \\1ider, loftier corridor, and p:fesently a 
great hall was reached, where massive stairs, 
with exquisitely carved banisters, led up 
to a wide balcony. 

In this hall a great fire· was blazing. They 
marched across to an arched doorway. Here 
the escort halted and part.ed, tll·o standing 
on either side. 

' 1 If you will be good enough to come in, 
Mr. Lee,'' said the baron politely. 

He opened the door, a11_d Lee. found hi?1-
self in a comfortably fur111sl1ed library, ~1th 
book-lined · walls, with cheerful windows, and 

.. 
another roaring fi1·e. . There was a soft carpet 
on the floor, and many _easy-chairs. ·. 

'' """"hile ,ve are alo11e, I trwt yo11 will not 
attempt to take a11y liberties,'' said the baron. 
''I am a big n1an,. l\fr. Lee, a.nd I am also 
armed. If :yo11 are foolish enough to attack 
me, one shot f 1vJm my pistol-whether I miss 
you or not-,vill bring the gttard into the 
room.'' 

'' I ,vill try to behave)'' said Nelson Lee 
solemnly. 

He \\,,as rather cnjol·ing this singular 
episode, ,vhich, in spite of its grim reality, 
he co11ld not help regarding as a comedy. 

''We will sit in these big chairs,'' said the 
baron, with a ,vave of l1is hand. '' You will 
smoke? Good! I do not intend to bore you 
,vith a recital of my ambitions. I \\"ill merely 
say that the Fellowship of Fear is my 
own· co11ceptio11 ; I am assisted by increasi11g 
numbers of loyal and devout adherents. This 
movement, \\·hicl1, I regret, is an ttndef­
grou11d move111e11t at present, will one day 
burst t1pon the ,vorld like a ne,v light.'' 

'' It is a pity, baron, that you are obliged 
to walk in the paths of the criminal in order 
to attaiQ your end.s, '' commented Lee gravely. 
'' And what are these ends at best? Yot1r 
fello,vship advocates an upheaval of every law 
of civilisation.'' 

"Ah ! " exc1aimed the baron, bending for­
wa1·d,·_ his eyes agni11 full of that strange 
fire. ''Can yott tell me ,vhat great move­
ment has ever started oper1ly? What of 
Ch1·istia11ity itself? Was it not an underground 
movement in the days of the Romans? Were 
not its adherents burnt at the stake and 
thrown to the lions? Every great movement 
for the good of humanity has started as some­
thing e,,il. something to be crushed under­
foot. It is my aim to break down every 
barrier of natior1ality, of colour, and to make 
the world one vast fellowship. Civilisation 
as we know it to-day is rotten to the oor,e. 
It cannot be swept aside in a day, or in a 
month, or in a year. Bttt with the fellowship 
growii1g in membership daily, its teachings 
,vill gro,v like a rolling sno\\·,ball, and sweep 
the world.'' 

'' You are playi11g with fire, Baron von 
Holtz,~, said Lee quietly. '' What yott are 
aiming at is an ideal. It is the dream of 
fanaticism, and can orily lead to terrible 
bloodshed, devastation and disaster.. Your 
fellowship, in spite of ,vhat you say, is using 
the n1ethods of the barbarians. 1\ilen are sub­
jected to terro1·ism, they are driven to suicide, 
they are violently seized and ·held in cap­
tivity--'' 

'' Enot1gh !'' snarled the baron, his whole 
face distorted with rage. '' These things are 
inevitable. Before we reach the millennium 
l\i·e must. pass tllrough periods of darkness 
and violence and death. Out of that chaos 
the ne,v world will emerge.''. 

Ne1.cJon Lee realised the hopele.ssness of 
argument. This man was obviously mad; he 
was assisted by hundreds-perhaps thousands 
-of similar fanatics. And they were used 
by the criminal classes of . all countries to 
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further tl1eir o,vn ends. The leaders of - t.he 
fello,vship be] ieved in their ov.'n doctrines; 
but the rank and file ,vere Ottt plainly for 
loot. 

It ,vas the Kt1 Klttx Klan all o,rer again. 
That famot1s 8ecret society had been started 
in the United States, soon after the Civil 
,,, ar, to ,put do, .. rn la,vles~ness; bttt t.he 
criminals had talce11 adva11tage of tl1e 
organisation and had started a reig11 of terror 
-l1ntil the Kt1 Klttx Kla11 itself ear11ed an 
evil, u11e11viable rept1tntion. 

'' ,vhy have lTou brot1ght those schoolbo~ts 
here?~' asked ee bluntly. 

"Becattse, my friend, they are potential 
citizens of tl1e futt1re," replied tl1e baror1, 
J1is eyes aflame. '' Her·e, in. my o,v11 castle, 
I intend to ill!trttct them. Ct1t off from their 
rel a ti ,res, their f ric11ds, they ,,·ill 1i ve under 
111y constant ·vigilance. In the years to come 
tl1ey will be the new leaclers of the f ello,v.ship 
1no,,.ement. It is to tl10 yot1th of the ,vorld 
thnt I mt1st call. That is ,,,.hy I have devot.e<i 
my attentions to schoolmasters in partic11lar 
-t1rging them to adopt tl1e teacl1ings of the 
f c llo,vship." 

Lee l1ad s11Spected tl1is all along-and, i11-

,vardly·, lie \\'as alar1ned. This fanatic '\'as 
i11 deadly earnest. He ,vas seizing this oppor­
tt111ity to get a nu1nber of.· schoolbo:ys under 
l1is direct co11trol. If he had his ,,,av ,vit.h 
tl1e1n they ,vould languish in this castle t1ntil 
theJ' became gro\\"Il 1nen-and, st1·ong-,,·illed 
thot1gh they might be, they . mttSt inevitably 
s11C'c11mb t-0 his i11sistent teaching. 

'' That brings me to another poir1t, '' con­
tint1ed the baro11, before Lee co11ld make any 
co1nn1ent. '' I have bro11ght ~"'Ott here, iir. 
I"'ee, becal1se I ,vish ,~011 to ,,·rite son1e lettcr3 
at my dictatio11. They are to be addressee! 
to l)r. Westlake and se, .. eral otl1er scl1ool-
1nastcrs who vrere ·being held in captivity 
at the old deserted prison on Bannington 
l\Ioor" Those school masters ,,·ere foolish 
enot1gh to ignore t.he in.str11ctions of the 
fello,vshitl. Tl1ey l1a,re been re1no,·ed to an 
olcl cot1ntry manor in the heart of the St1rrey 
l1ills-Maxley !\ilanor, to be exact. 1. ... 011 see, 
l do not hesitate to tell ~"011 this, as ;rou are 
no longer a danger." 

' ' \V h n t a re these I et t er s ~,. o tt speak of ? ' ' 
a~ked Lee. · · 

"They nr.c to be qttite brief,'' said ,ran 
Holtz calml:y. ''Yott ,vill advise them to em• 
brace the doctrines of the fello,,·ship-to giYe 
tl1eir sacred ,vord tl1at if thev are returned 
to their schools. thev "·ill teach accordir1u 
to the fcllo,vship's instrt1ctions. All thes·e 
1ne11 can be 1·ett1rned ,Yithot1t any dange1· to 
t1s, since they l1a ve 11ever kno\vn the loca­
tior1s of tl1eir prisons, or the identity of 
their captors. y· ou ,vill ft1rther inform them 
that if they refttse, their contint1ed obstinacy 
,vill l)e the ca11se of ac11te torture to ''Ottrself, 
l\Ir. l(ingS\\'OOd, and eight boys~tortttre 
,vl1icl1 ,vill ttltimatelv encl in madness and 
deatl1. Y Oll ,viii ash: .. them to spare )rot1 all 
from this ordeal ·b:r obeying the .orclers. '' 

A11d so, in that 1noment~ Lee 11nderstood 
the t1nclerlying moti,re of his capture. As he 

had said, it ~\"ould l1_a ve h<:en ~asy enottgh for 
the _fello,vsh1p to ~111 t.he1r ,r1ct1ms. Bttt by 
hold111g them captive t,hey cottld be used as 
hostages-as a lev·er to force a n11mber c,f 
u_r1happy scl1oolmasters to tl1ro,v their prin­
ciples o\'·erbonrd. 

Lee thought qttick]y. The \\"hole world 
,vas ringing ,•rith the disnppearance of the 
eight lJoys and the two- mer1. ,,7itl1out qt1es­
tion, the imprison~d schoolmasters wot1ld be 
allo,,·ed to see the nc\vspapers. ,vhat cou1d 
they do, on receipt of Lee's letters, b11t st1c. 
ct1mb to the fello\\·sl1ip' s demands? If thev 
refused the)'· ,vot1ld bring torture,. and death 
to t.he innocent ,,.ictims. Tl1e,, ,,,.ould ·be i11 

an appalli11g predicament. " 
'' Very ingenious, baron,'' said the detec­

tive. ''I. congrat.11late vou upon this clever 
little scheme. But I .. nm afraid you are 
goi11g to be disappoir1ted. I shall write no 
st1ch letters; I shall not be the cause of 
compelling those unhappy gentlemen to make 
sttch a drastic decision. Either they have 011r 

tortt1re on their conscience, or they teach 
their bo11s doctrines '\\rhich are qt1ite agni11st 
their principles. Oh, no f I'm afraid there'8 
11othi11g doi11g." 

The baror1 ,,·as qttite t1npertt1rbed. 
'' I ,v as e xpceti11 g )·ot1 to make ·tha t re}Jl)', 

~Ir. Lee,'' he said. '' To-111orrow, at tl1is 
same hour, l·ou ma:y fJrov·c 1nore reasona:ble. 
Or perhaps the 11ext rla:y--or the day after. 
I am ir1 110 ht1rr,·. \\·" e ,vill see." 

~ ~ 

He rose abruptly to his feet, and -bro11gl1f 
an .enormous ha1nmer do,vn on an orname11tal 
gong. 'fhe clang echoed and re-echoed 
throt1ghout the book-li11ed apart.n1ent, and the 
door opened and the escort 1narchcd in. 

'' T k l • ' ' .d l b . G a .. e 111m, sa1 t 1e aro11 1n ermun. 
'' Y Otl ha,"e yot1r instrt1ctions. ' 1 

There ,vas a vast differe11ce in Lee's treat­
ment no,\·. The tiger ,vas sho,ving his fang~. 
T\\'O of the 1nen sprang for,vard and clam1lect 
S<?~e ~eavl"' _steel manacles rot111d Lee's armB, 
p1n1on111g his arms cruelly behind l1im a11d 
in s11ch a position that he cot1ld not 'mo,·e 
them '\\"ithout agony. The instrttment en1◄ 
plo:yed ,\·as evidently some form of medieval 
i11,re11tion ,-.,hich had been borro,,1ed f1·om the 
castle mt1set1m. 

Tl1e detective was 1narcl1cd smartly across 
tl1e hall, but IlO\\r, i11stead of being taken 
l.>ack to his fellow captives, he ,,·as escorted 
do,Yn a narr0\\'er corridor, a11d then throt1gl1 
an arch~d . door\\·a:y an,l do,v11 a flight of 
stee1>, '\'1nd1ng stone stairs. 

As they desce11de(l, the tv:o r.nen in advance 
S\\ritc·hed on tl1eir electric torches, and they 
,\·e11t deeJler a11d cleepe.r i11to the depths. 
This, no do1tbt, ,,·as a ,,·av i11to the castle 
d ttngeons. ... 

Presently the:y ca1ne 11pon a passnge so 
~arro,v t.l1at theJ' ,,,.ere obliged to walk in 
s111gle file. It ,vas cold ancl cla11k, ,vith tl1e 
s111ell of a grn,·e)·ard. 1.1l1e escort halted ut 
last i11 front of a low 111etal-stttdded door. 
It ,vas sta11dir1g ,vicle ope11, and the ke,,. ,,ras 
sticking ottt of tl1e lock:. \Vithot1t a \\'Ord Lee 
,vas thrt1st into tl1e cloorway, and here there 
,,~as a sl_ight p~11se ,\·hile tl1e clamps "rere re-
111ovecl fro111 J11s ar11\s. Tl1e11 he ,\"as pt1sl1ed 
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violently torward, and the door was slammed. 
Let, heard the key turned in the lock ; he 
heard_ t11e tran1pi11g· of footsteps as the esco1·t 
took its depurture. 

"Solitary co11Ji11e111e11t," muttered Lee. 
'' \\7eJJ, tl1a11k good11ess they didn't leave that 
i11Ier11al iustru111ent 011 n1y ar1ns. '' 

llut his positio11 was appa1Ji11g e11ougl1. 
He fou11d tJ1at the ·· <lu11geo11 " ,vas so 

sl1aped tl1at ,vhile it \\~as in1possible for him 
to stu11d iu a11 uprjght positio11, o,vi11g to the 
lo,vness of the roof, it ,vas eqt1ally ii-1.1possiblc 
for t1in1 to lie do\v11. He ,v as co111pelled to 
adopt a crouchirig attitude, u11d from this 
there was no relief. }.,or ,vhe11 he felt care­
fully about J1i111, he fottnd that tl1e ,vaJls, 
,vhich pressed so closely arot111d him, were 
festoo11ed ,-.·iti1 sJ1arply-poi11ted pro11gs. 

A hideous torture chamber indeed ! 
}?or l1ere he cot1ld 11either recli11e 11or sleep. 

.l-Ie could 11ot rest his body either one ,vay 
or the other. rrhe ·door itself ,vas spiked i11 

tl1e same '\\'ny. A11d its lock was of the 
ut111ost solidit:r- Pressure upor1 it ,,tas im­
possible o,vi11g to the spikes. 

'fl1e <letecti ve cot1ld 011ly avoid the pro11gs 
by rcrnaining ir1 the l1alf-crouchi11g attitttde 
l1e 110,v adopted. And he kne,v that he 
,vould be sutferi11g the n1ost appallitlg tor­
tures from cra111p before a si11gle hour had 
J1assed. Arid 11e k11ew that he was doo111ed 
to remain l1ere for twenty-fot1r-:-tl1en to be 
1·cr11oved a11d take11 to the baron's library, to 
be 011ce again urg~d to write the necessary 
letters. 

"1'111 afraid, Baro11 von Holtz, that you. 
l1ave 1nade a11 exceedingly bad blu11der, ,, 
n1urmured Nelson Lee con1place11tly. "For 
i11 locki11g me t1p in this hell-hole :rou have 
given 1ne the 011e cha11ce I needed. )J 

'l,he detective \\'as fairly throbbing ,vith 
eagc1·11ess. Just as he had ,,7 orked ~, black 
n1agic ,, at the old lioor Prison, so he would 
\\'Ork it here I 

He had been searched since he had arrived 
i11 l-Joltz Castle searched whilst he lay un­
co11scious. But l1e k11e,v that the searchers 
ht1d overlooked that cun11ingly devised "skin 
pocket '' of his which had also ueer1 over­
loolied by the searche1·s at the ~loor Priso11. 

In that pocket, vtthich ,vas appa1·e11tly a pa1·t 
of his o,vn flesh, he carried a 11ttmber of 
incredibly fir1e steel instrt1rne11ts-instruments 
,vhich he had devised and co11strt1cted witl1 
his o,vn hands, some of them occupyi11g 
1nonths in the making. 'fhey included files, 
drills, and a1nazi11gly slim but stro11g pick-

. Jocks. 
1-fe set to "·ork 011 the task oi conqt1eri11g 

the lock of his prison door with unbou11ded 
relish. 

CHAPTER 4. 
The Guardians of the Night. 

T I-IE _after110011 passed flaggingly for the 
prisoners. 

Nipper ·was jumpy and restless. 
Nobody l1ad come 11ear them since 

that midday meal. Nelson Lee had 11ot re­
turned, and no word of l1im had bce11 se11t. 

The boys, for the most part, wandered 
abottt the roon1s a1id corridors, talking end­
lessly 011 the st1bject of escape. Handforth, 
in partict1lar, evolved the 1nost despe1·ate and 
i111possi ble pla11s. Archie G le11tl101"11e, pl1ilo• 
sovl1ic as ever, retired to tl1e bed-roon1 and 
caJ1111 .. Y ,ve11t to sleep. Perl1ups he \\'as the 
111o~t ~e11si ble of the111 all. . 

Notl1i11g l1arJp~11~d at t11e t1st1al tea hour. 
Bt1t ,vl1e11 tl1e c.lay ,vas er1di11g, and the 
t,vilight \\'as 111aJ,i11g itself ma11ifest, I va11 re­
ap1Jeared \\tith ai1other tray. lt co11tai11ed 
lil>e1·al CJtta11tities of roug!1ly-ct1t bread-ar1d­
butter a11<l a large kettle of thick, highly­
s,veete11ed chocolate. 

"\\~hJ· has ~1r. Lee 11ot come back?,, asked 
Nipper at once. 

lva11 shrugged. 
''No?" lie said, ,vith a queer look of sly 

cunni11g on his face. ". But l\iir. Lee is ,vith 
my n1aster. '' 

.;, He's 11ot !JJ snapped Nipper. "I can tell 
h}T the look on yot1r face tl1at you're lying! 
\\rhat)s happe11ed to 1\ilr. Lee?" 

"l know nothing," 1·eplied Ivan. 
He we11t out agai11, leaving them to their 

meal-evide11tly st1pper. Nipper was 110\V 

thoroughly alarmed1 a11d at first he did riot 
wa11t to cat. 'l'l1ey heard the cla11gi11g of 
the wrought iron gate, and they kne,v tl1at 
they would not be visited again u11til the 
next morning. l\Ir. Ki11gs,vood perst1aded 
Nipper to sit down l\·ith the others. 

"I suppose you're right, sir,'' said Nipper. 
'' But I feel it -in my bones that that devil 
has done something awful to the gt1v'nor. 
Why did he take hi1n away? He's usi11g hi111 
somehow.'' 

'' I am just as a11xious 
l?ighti11g Jim q11ietly. '' But 
position \Ve can do nothi11g. 
wait.'' 

as you," said 
in our fJrese11t 

\Ve can 011ly 

None of the boys realised, by his cal1n ex• 
tcrior, how he ,vas s~fferi11g. ,For Fightir1g 
Jim vras a man of action, and he, too, 
believed thttt Nelson Lee was in sore straits. 

A 11e,v discovery ,vas n1ade b~ Ha11dforth 
-soon after the meal \\7 as over. The co1·ridor 
,vas 11early dark 110,v, a11d he mo,red to,vards 
the iron gate. A, low growl attracted l1is 
attentio11; a11d ,vhe11 he arrived at the gate 
a11d lleered througl1, he saw two enormot1s 
sl1agg·y for111s movi11g restlessly up and <lo\\'D 
011 tl1e other side of the l1ars. They ,,·e1·e 
Alsatia11 ,volfhotinds of ferociotis aspect. 

'' Clreat Scott!" mt1ttered Ha11dforth in 
so111e a,ve. 

He ve11tt1red a .little 11earer, and 0110 of the 
po,verf ttl dogs made a 1·ush at the gate, 
s11a.ppi11g a11d snarli11g like a wolf. 

"~· ott brut~ ! '' pa11ted fI~ndforth, backing 
a,vay. 

Ch11rc11 ,L11d A,icCluro, ,vho were lookir1g for 
hirn, J1eard his voice, a11d they joined l1im. 
'fl1e other fello\\tS ,vere coming, too. 

"\\"l1at's the trot1ble ?'' asked Church. 
"Trouble e11ot1gh," retorted Hand forth 

grir11l)t. "No 11eeci to discuss any f11rther 
plans of esca1Je, 111y so11s. I..,ook bel1ind this 
gate! \\7olves ! \\~olves as big as tigers l'' 

''!lats!'' 
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Bt1t v.~hen Cht1rcl1 and ?.lcClure took a 
closer look in tl1e gloom they ,,,.ere very 
8tartlecl. Then tl1e otl1ers came, n11d l1r. 
I~ings\\'OOd ad,,.ised tl1e111 all to keep ,vell 
clear of tl1e gate. There ,,,as not n great deal 
of space bet,,·ec r1 tl1e lla rs. IJ11t. the dogs ,,,.ere 

-- -----, 

-

,,·itl1 Tregellis-\\rest and \"\,atson. ''I'd give 
q11icis to l(no,v '\"l1at's happe11ecl to l1i1n. I 
ca11't l1elp thi11i.;:ir1g tl1at l1e's i11 some n,vft1l 
t1·oltble--'' 
"Look ot1t ! Sornet.l1i11g happening," 

tnurn111red Sir Mo11tie. 
'l1l1e clogs l1ad loped a,vaJ', a11d tl1e flicker­

ir1g ligl1t of a l)ig la11terr1 l1ad made itself 
appare11t. For footsteps sottnded smartly Oll 

tl1e flagsto11es~ a11cl aln1ost at once a part~, of 
ar111ell gl1arcls aJlpeared, ,, .. itl1 Baron , .. 011 

I-Ioltz l1i111self at tl1eir rear. 
Tl1e mer1 stood at attention, ,\~ith 1evellerl 

,veapons, ns tl1e baron p11lled the great lev·er 

. . •.· ~ ,-,:;~ ~ 
~- ~ - . ~~ . . . . ~ - .,,. :~ ~ 

• 
---

Kingswood stood rigid at the 
top of the tower, the mirror in 
his hand, sending the flashing 
sun rays across the valley. 
Would those flashes be seen 
and understood by anyone in 
the distant town? Would 
they bring help to the pri-

soners in time? 

evi<lc-11 ti v familiar ,vitl1 tl1e gate, arid thev 
line,v j t;st \\'l1ere thej" co1llcl st.rik:e eff ectivell:· 

"rl--.hev nre Alsatian ,volfl1ot1nds," said tl1e 
l1en (lr11aster qt.1ietly. '' I SllSJ)ect t,ha t tl1ey are 
half-,,~ild-delil1erately nllo,vecl to get i11to 
tl1nt state. No, bo:r~, tl1ere's no possibility 
of esca1Je. ,.\t e ml 1st resig11 ot1rselv·es to ot1r 
})o.~i tion." 

'1111ev 11oted tl1at tl1e 1na11 '\'"itl1 the maehine­
gtt11 liad gone. Duri11g the ho11rs of dark­
ness, 110 clottl)t, tl1e baron felt t.hat tl1e 
111acl1i11e-gu1111er coulcl be. clispensed ,vi tl1, 
si11ce he ,vas 011l_y· there to })rotect the exit 
,Yl1en the gate ,\·as ope11ed. The gate \\ras 

riot to lie openecl again t1ntil tl1e n1orning. 
'l,l1e dogs \Vere suflicie11t J?ltard. 

'' This means tl1at the g11v'nor isn't coming 
l):-t~l~ to-nigl1t, , .. 1n11ttererl Kipper, as he stood 

I . , 
. .:--,..:.- ·.e::; 

.,,,,..._ ... · 
.. .- .---=-~IZJII 

~riti 

,vl1icl1 at1tomaticallJT released tl1e foot-lo11g 
JJolts. Tl1e Alsatians ,vere frisk:i11g ro1t11d tl1e 
l1aron almost pla~rftlll~r, t.l1eir tails \\Tagging. 
Tl1is proved 011e thing, at least. The dogs 
,vere not actt1ally savage. They had 
ev·ic]e11tl)r bce11 trained to exhibit their 
sa,-agery· to stra11gers-to people ,vho ,, .. ere 
in1pr1s011ed behind the ,vrot1gl1t iro11 gate. 

"I tr11st, 1ny friencls, tl1at J"Oltr e,,.ening 
111eal "·as satisfnct.01·:'r?,, asked the baron, 
,vhen l1e ,vas i11side .. nt1<l tl1e gate had been 
reclosecl. '' \,. ot1 mt1st not exJJect luxuries, 
b11t--" 

'' We're r1ot ,vorrJring about the food," 
i11terrttJ)ted l\'lr. Kings,vood cttrtly. '' \\7e 
,vot1ld I ik:e to kno\\" ,,. l1at J"o11 l1a,pe done witl1 
l\'lr. Nelson f_,ee. \\·'l1v is l1e not l1ere ,vitl1 
t }1 e rest of 11 s ? " · 
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'' l\Ir. Lee is other,vise engaged." Fighting Jim looked hard at the baron. 
" \Vhat does that mean-exactly?'' de- ''Yau mean-fello,vship doctrines?'' he 

manded Nipper. '' \Vhat have you done ,vith asked. 
him? ,\thy has he been separated from us?" ''\\7hat else?" 

'' \Vell I Am I 6upposed to answer the im- '' Then you can make other pla11s, for I 
perti11ent que.stions of my ·captives?'' said 5}1all ref1t.se to teach n1y boys a11y SllCh harm-­
the baron amttsedly. '' No, my child! I can f 1..11--'' 
assure you that you are wasting ~"our breat~. '' Tt,t-tut ! Yott are in no position, l\lr. 
?.fr. Lee is alive and well. I -trt1st he w1ll I{i11gs\\'Ood, to refuse this o_r reft1se that," 
co11tinue to retain his excellent health.'' interrupted \T 011 Holtz. '' You will do as you 

I-le laughed softly, and there was som·ethi11g are told-or suffer tl1e co11seq1;1ences. T_hose 
in tl1at latigh• which sent shivers down the con~equence.s, I may add, will _be ser1ot1s. 
spines of his hearers. Nipper, at least, did While you obei orders, and give me no 
not doubt that Lee was being subjected to tro1.1ble, you ,,,111 be treated well. B11t if 
some l\ind of torture. Otherwise, ,vl1y had . yott def Y me '' 
the baro11 made such a definite refere11ce to He broke off, a11d he shrugged. Tl1e t1n-
his health? uttered threat \\·as 111ore effective thar1 ar1y 

''You-you brt1te I'' burst out Ha11dforth amount of ,vords. He said no more. With a 
recklessly. '' Y 011 can't fool us! You've put last look round he tt1rned on his heel and the 
Mr. Lee into a torture cha-mber, or some- gate was opened for him. Evident.ly he had 
thing! But we'll get the better of you one made this visit to see how his prisoners were 
of these days--'' accepting their fate. Ft1rthermore, he ,vanted 

'' I am a reasonable man, and I am allow- to ~ake s11~e that his orders had been strictly 
ing for your exc!tement i11 th~se _u11us~al carried out. 
circumstances,'' said the baron, 1n h1s quiet The metal <!langed, the bolts were shot 
voice. '' Therefore, boy, I Ylill overlook yottr home, and the t.rampi11g __ sound follo,ved. 
insult~ But do 11ot !et it occur again. After Then, at length, sile.11ce. With the departttre 
to-day, those of you who insult me shall be of the guard, the lights had gone, too, arid 
thrashed. I have my own methods of t-hrash- as the da~ had faded completely, the pris~11ers inf. So be warned.,, v;ere left 1n total darkness. They could fa1r1tly 

n spite of his quietness, his voice was hear the occasional movements of the gt1ard­
charged "·ith a grim threat. The prisoners ing ,volfhounds. 
stood sile?t, helpless. Handforth might have '' Well, it's no good sta11ding here,'' said 
been foolish enough to .attack the ba~on; he Mr. Kingswood, at length.· '' Better get ir1to 
had already ~le?ched his fists and his body our bed-room, boys. Supper is over, and 
had 1?ecome ng1d. But Church and l\fcCI~re, ,ve're not allo,ved t.o have any lights. ..No­
know1ng that · the guards. on th_e other side thing Ief t to do exce1lt sleep.'' 
of t_he gate were ready with their guns, tt>!)k '' A bright and brainy scheme, sir," ob-
a tight hold on Handforth, and held him served Archie. 
ba~k. ,, . . ''You're taking it philosophically, sir,'' said 
" Eas,:, old _ man, . , w~ispered Church. ~ippei:, striving hard to hide the anxit;tY in 

What s the. good T \V.e re like the poor serfs his voice. '' If the guv'nor was here with tis 
~sed to be in ~e M1d1le Ages. Up here, it ,vouldn,t be so bad. If only that square­
m these mounta~ns, we r~ lost. If, two ~r headed cld rotter had told us what he had 
t~ree of us ~et k1lle_d, who.a to ~now· J?~n t done \\?ith l_\,fr. Lee. It's this uncertainty 
_give tho blighter the sat1sfact1on of k1ll1ng __ ,, 
us.,, • 

· '' Perhaps you,re right,'' muttered Hand­
forth. 

The baron was smiling again. 
'' Now that we understand one another, l_et 

me add that tl1e second gate, at t.he end of 
the far corridor, is similarly gt1arded by two 
savage wolf-hound!. I should advise you 
not to attemp_t anything silly, as these dogs 
are killers. Furthermore, guards are within 
earshot and will immediately come if there is 
any sound of disturbance. That is all. In 
the morning you will hav·e your breakfast 
brought to you-and after that your course 
of inst.ruction will begin.,, · 

• ''Our course of instruction?'' repeated Mr. 
K.infswood. 

. '' am addressin§ the boys, mainly,'' re­
plied the baron. . 'lt is not advisable that 

-they should be left idle. You will be given 
certain lesson-books, my friend, and you will 
a~t in your capacity of schoolmaster-and will 
take your boys for certain fixed. hours du1·ing 
the day.'' 

'' Yott'll · only get yourself into a sleepless 
condition by talking in that way,'' broke in 
ir r. Kings,vood, laying a hand on Nipper's 
shot11der. '' It's no earthly good, lad. There's 
110 reason to fear tl1at Mr. Lee 1s in any 
danger. Perhaps ,ve shall know more in 
the morning.'' 

'' You're right, sir,'' said Nipper. '' I 
ought to be boiled for worrying at all. I 
ot1ght to have more faith in the guv'nor. 
But I don't see why ,ve should go to bed 
ye-t. \Vhy not go for a long walk down the 
big corridor, an·d keep it UJi., to and fro, for 
abot1t a11 hour?'' 

'' Odds rot and nonsense,'' protested Archie. 
''I mean to say, what a perfectly poisonous 
s11~gestion.'" . 

'Exercise, my lad," exp]ained Nipper. 
'' It'll make us t1retl. '~ _ 

'' But, dash it, I'm tired already.~• 
'' Then a good walk will make you tireder, 

you slacking asa !'' . 
. Most of t.hem fell in eagerly with Nipper's 

suggestion. They \\'ere not a bit slcepy1 and 
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a long ,\ralk t1p a11d do\vn t-he '' exercise 
g·1·ot1nd '' seemed to •be the best ,vay of ,vork-­
i11g off some of their s11rplt1s ·energ)', nnd: 
getting then1 into a fit co11dition for slee}l. 

,,~hen they arri\-ed, at lengtl1, at the dis• 
tnnt gate, tl1ey sa,\", in the semi-darkness, t,Yo 
<Jthe1· shaggj.. forn1s pro,vling abo11t be~ .. or1cl 
t l1e iror1 ,vork. So tl1e ·baro11 ,,·as right.. There 
,rere \\"olfhottnds l1erc, too. 

'' It seems a r1eeclless precal1tio11, '' remarked 
(~h ttrch. ''There's 11ot a cl1a11ce i11 a million 
t l1a t ,,~e cot1lcl brca k the gates do,v11. ,, ... e 
l1n,·er1't a \veapon of any kind bet,,·ee11 the 
lot of t1s-a11d not ev·e11 a light." 

'' Those beast.ly dogs are llt1t there more 
for effect tl1an an3-"tl1ing else,:-, said Ni111)er. 
'' Of cotlrse, if one of 1ts did manage to get 
out, the dogs wo11ld practically tear l1im to 
J)ieces before help cottld come. Bt1t \\"hat's 
tl1e good of '\\~asti11g 011r breatl1? \'\7e'rc 

---

-but l1e's a gloriotts old bo:y·, rea]lv. Dogs 
need understanding, that's all.'' ~ 

'' Try to 1111dersta11d these br11tes, tl1e11~ '' 
said his brotl1er. 

A11d ,vhile tl1e ho:}~s. ,,·ere ,,~alking, ,,!illJ,: 
carefttll~r approached tl1e 11earer gate and 
lrhistled so£ tls· -to tl1e great animals. At 
first they t-00k 110 notice. I-le cotild onlv· jt1st 
see them faint},.7 in tl1e se1ni-darkness. ., ., 

lie ,vns glad that he ,ras alo11e. He cot1lcl 
not even hear the ,:-oiccs of the otl1e1'S no,v, 
for t,hey had tt11necl the be11d in the corridor, 
a11d \\rere a good ,,·a:y off. No o-11ard WM 
visible, bttt a fai11t reflection of fight from 
beyo11d a stone angle, s01ne t,vent~.,. )~ards 011 
the other side of the gate, iz1dicated that. a 
man ,,·as O!l dt1ty· in that direction. It \\'as 
evident, in fact!' thnt tl1e gt1ar& themselves 
"·ere not, i11cli11ed to trttst the great hottnds. 
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.. 

-
l)ott!ed t1p here for good, by the look of 
tl1ings. '' 

He ,vns desponde11t-nnd ,vith ,-ers· good 
reason. E,ren Ha11dforth, \\·-110 ,vas 1isuall)" 
~o crazil.Y optimistic, ga,·e tip l1ope nnd re­
sigr1ed himself· to capti vit,~. He hacl ex­
l1a t1st,ed l1is i11v·cntivc geni11s; he had sug-
gested so ma11y hopeless ideas of escape t.hut 
0\·e11 his active brain ref used to ,York a11:r 
1nore. 

'' Let's get to bed,'' he grtinted disconso• 
latelv. 

There ,vas one prisoner ,Yho had not. ac­
cepted the theory tl1at t,he Alsatians ,ve1·e 
i1ntamnble. And that prisoner, needless to 
sa)~, \Vas Willy Handforth, of the St. Frank's 
Third Forn1. 

\\Tilly had a '' \\9 ay '' lYitl1 a11i1nals. Tl1ere 
,vas no mistake about this; even \\rill~- hirn­
self cottld not qt1ite 11r1dc-rstand it, or explain 
it. But animals took to him by instinct, a11d 
the most savage br11tes ,voulcl make friends 
\Yith him, ,vhilst attacking all othe1~. Even 
,vild beasts of the for0st. had been tamed by 
\\7.illy's rnere presence. He see1ned to posse,.ss 
an affinity ,vith all the lov~·er creat.ures-a11d 
Ed\\~ard Os\va)d al,va,rs attrib11ted this to the 
undoubted fact that \\Tilly himself ,vas a 
yot111g beast. 

'' \\·T olfho1,nw oren't naturally sa,1'age, ,, ·said 
,,:--ill:y, just ·before the others ,vent on t.heir 
~xercise ,\·alk. '' ,,·11at abot1t. !\Ir. Lee's O\\"Il 
Alsatian, \Volf? He's sa,-age ,\·ith crooks, 

Agair1 ,\rill~" ·,vhist.lccl-a soft, pect11inr, e11-
cot1raging ,vl1istle. . 

'' Come on, old cl1nps !"' }1e called softl)·. 
'' No need to be afraid of n1e. Let's get 
together ! (; oud bo)·~good boJ· ! Corne on ! '' 

Thus he persisted, a11d perhaps it ,\-~ tl1n t 
mj·steriotts instinct, rather tha11 tho tone of· 
his ,roice, ,,,.l1ich at length caused one of tl1e 
dogs to leave the pile of stra,, .. on ,vhich he 
,vas ll·.ing, and come across to the gate. He 
did so slo,\-·ly, !1is ears cocl~ed, his e)~es gleam­
in.g l11mi11ottsly i11 t.he gloom. 

'' That's ·better," ,,·hispered ,,~illy. ''I'm 
your pal, don',t forget. Let'.s pat )1'ot1r head, 
old man. !\light as ,,-ell giv'e :}"ot1 a scratch, 
t.oo. Yott'll be a q11eer sort of dog if you 
don't like being scratched.'~ 

,,1illy's hand ,yas small, a11d he mar1age-cl 
t-0 get =it side \\·a~~s -bet\\'een t,vo of the 
,vrot1ght-iro11 bars. He did this fearlessly, 
crot1cl1i11g do\vn Io,v, so that he "·as on a 
level ,vith the dog. The la.tter, coming 
nearer, s-11iffed suspiciously at first, ·b11t l1e 
made 110 attempt to sn.ap or snarl. 

And soon, asto11ishingly· enottgh, the dog 
rt1bbed his great muzzle agninst \\1illy's hand, 
a11d in a moment ''"'illy '\'M scrat.ching hin1 
tinder tl1c chin, fondlir1g 11is ears and maki11g 
himself friend!,,.. It \\·as renllv an asto11nd-

~ . . 

ing exhibit.ion of \\'.,.ill~,.,s n1lTsterio11s power 
over animals. Perhaps it ,,,.as his \'."erlT fear­
lessness ,,-hicl1 ,,·on the frie11dship of sttcl1 
creattlres. Th~,.. IllllSt, l1a,re l~no,,·ri- i11~tit1ct--.. 
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ively that he was their frier1d-a11d that he 
,v as in no fear of tl1en1. 

Presently the other dog came over, jealous, 
as .dogs inval'iably are. He pushed hts c~m­
par1ion uside a11d rubbed his cold nose against 
Willy's har1ri. 'l1 hen he licked Willy's hanJ, 
and play[ ully tooli the \Vholc ha11d i11to t1is 
mouth. \Villy could faintly seo t.h~ e11or~otts 
animal's tail ,vagging to arid fro w1tl1 obvious 
delight. 

' ' 1., hat's bet t c r ! " said \'l i1 I y cheerfully. 
'• No reaso11 ,,·l1y ,ve should be enemies, is 
there? Good boys! It's a pity you can't 
pt1ll the bol t8 of tl1is giddy door a11d let us 
out." 

He hacl no thongl1t of escape. 'fhere was 
no ulterior 1noti ve in l1is actio11. Bei11g a 
lo, ... er of ariin1als, l1e merely ,vanted to get on 
goo(l terms ,vith the dogs. !furthermore. 1t 
,vould be rather a feather i11 his cap to show 
his brother jt1st ho,v tl1ings stood. llar1d­
forth ,vas al\va:ys sceptical of WiJly's pO\.\"ers. 

Ha vir1~ made }1irnself thorot1ghly friendly. 
and l1a v1ng established an understanding, as 
it \Vere, bet,,1ee11 thcn1, he \vit.hdre,v his hand, 
said a fe,v parting ,vords to the cJogs, and 
,trolled a \rvay. 

As it l1ap11ened the others ,vere 1·ett1rnin'{ 
at that n1omer1t., tl1cir i11ter1tion being to seek 
their mattresses ,vitl1out any ft1rther delay. 

'' llallo ! \\i"hat the dickens have yot1 bcer1 
doing~?" a~kecl Ha11dforth, as he recognised 
the smallisl1 figure of l1is minor. '' I wondered 

\vl1ere you \\,.ere, \Villy. \\, .. hy did11't yot1 
co1ne for a ,vulli? '' 

'' I've bce11 111aking friends ,,·ith the dogs," 
1·epl ied \\7illy. 

''Don't 1nalie n1e laugh ! '' 
" \\1 e' re get t t r1 g 011 fa n1 o tu; I y no ,v, " co Il· 

tir1ued \Villy calrr1ly. ◄ 'I've sc~··.1tched tl1eir 
car3, and tl1ey've licked 111y har1d, a11d every­
thing is ur1derst.ood. The~1 're 111:}· pals, and 
I'm their pal.'' 

' ' Yott do 11' t exp t 'ct 11 s to be Ii eve that ? " 
asked llanclforth incredulously. 

l\Ir. l{ings,vood tool< \\'"illy by the shot1lder. 
''Yott hnve11't really tried to n1ake friends 

,vitl1 the do$"s?" he asked shar1Jl:y. ''You 
mt1stn't do 1t, my bo:y. It's dar1gerot1s. 
\Vith one cla111p of tl1eir ja \\·s tl1el' could bite 
yottr ha11d off. 

Willy lattghed. 
'' So could any big dog, sir-if it likecl,,, 

ho replied. '' So cottld a horse. But they 
dor1't, do they? Animals are eafe enough if 
yot1 only 1111dersta11d them. If j"Ou'll stay 
here a11d make 110 noise, I'll just sho,v yot1 

how friendly I an1 ,vith the beggars.'' 
He did so-to the Head's amazement. He 

,ver1t to the gate agai11, called to the dogs, 
a11d they came ru1111i11g to him. Ev·en in that 
gloom they co11!d see the sJ1aggy figt1res 
against the bat·~, and they cottld hear tl1e 
dogs' vvhines of \\'elcome a11d greeting. 

'' \Vell I'll be sugared!'' cjac11latcd Hand• 
forth blankly. 

''THE CALL OF THE SEA ,, 

-------- --------- , __ -- ---------

In this ,veek's GEl\'I Martin Clifford 
writes a ripping story of a boy ,vho 
,vanted to go to sea bt1t ,vas sent to 
school at St. J in1's instead ! Good 
as St. Jim's '\-"as, it did not satisfy 
this boy '"-ith a craving for the sea. 
Time and again l1e attempted to 
run • away-time and again Tom 
Merry and Co. got on his trail and 
brought l1im back-but nothing 
could break his spirit! His father 
had been a sailor-the call of the 
sea \Vas in his blood ! Get a copy 
of the GE~1 to-day and read this 
grand long yarn. Don't dela}"-

order )~our copy no,\t ! 

Ask for the 

Now on Sale 2d. 
--- - - ---- -- --- ---
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''Astounding!'' murmttred )Ir. Kingsv{ood. 
He approached nearer, in order to obtain a 

~loser look; but as soon as the dogs became 
a\\"are of his proximity they backed a\\'aYt 
snarling. It \\"as a clear proof that they "~ere 
as sa,Tage as Mr. Kings,,·ood had first belie,Ted 
tl1em to be. Only \\1illy possessed this re­
niarkable power over them. 

#' It's all right, sir-it \\"on't take me long 
to convince them that yoµ're. my friends., and 
tl1e11 tl1ey'll be as gentle ,v1th you as they 
are ,vith me," said \\.,.illy. '' Not t.hat it 

. really makes any difference. The dogs will 
0111~· be on dt1ty at night." 

'' But wait a minttte," said Handforth 
eagerly. '' Come in here, all of you.'' 

They went into the great gloomy sleeping 
cl1amber. 

'' Can't we ta1,e advantage of ,villy's po\\·er 
over the dogs?" as keel Ha11dforth. '' There 
1nigl1t be so1ne ,vay of escape--'' 

'' Don't be an· ass, Ted," interr11pted ,,:'illy 
impatiently. ''I may be able to get friendly 
,vitl1 the beggars, but I can't perform 
miracles. I can't make them unbolt the gate, 
can I?'' 

''Yot1r ·brother is qt1ite right, Handforth,". 
said ~fr. Kingswood. ''It's no good getting 
these fantastic hopes. '\"\Te' d bt!Jt\er tt1rn in.'' 

They took a last look ot1t of t.he slit-like 
,,·indo,\~s, and, miles a ,,·ay, in the clear ev·en-­
ing air, they could see the faint, t,\'inkling 
lights of Holtzha11Se11, the to'\\·nsl1ip \\'hich 
nestled miles a,vny nt the lo",.er end of t.he 
valley. 

"So near and yet so far,'' murmured 
Tommy Watson, \\'"ith a sigh. ''There are 
police in that to,vn-telephones, telegraphs. 
v.·ireless ! All sorts of ,vays in \\"hich we could 
t.cll people in England that ,,,.e're safe, and 
prisoners in Holtz Castle. B11t \\'"hat's the 
good? \Ve might. as v.,·ell be a thot1sand miles 
a,\"ay. '' 

CHAPTER 5. 
Nelson Lee on the Job. 

CLICK! 
Sometl1ing inside the massive lock 

of the dt1ngeon door ans,verecl to tho 
pers11asi,,,e t.hr11sts of Nelson Lee's tiny 

bt1t po,verft1l inst-r11ment. 
Hottrs had passed since Lee had been 

thro,,,.n into that de·vil-dungeon. The detec­
tive '\'US satisfied that none of his captors 
,vot1ld came near l1im until noon the next 
day-perhaps not until lat.er. So he worked 
freely, and he kne,v that the hour was now 
mid-evening. 

He wa6 in intense agony, for his crottching 
position had given him such painful cramp 
that at times he ,vas obliged to cease his 
labottrs and t,vist and t,11rn a·bout in order 
to obtain a slight measure of relief. 

It must be realised that Lee was constantly 
buoyed by the hope that at any minute he 
"\\,,ould gain his liberty. He had supreme 
confidence in those masterly tools of his, and 
in his o,vn sli:ill to t1se them. 

~\7ithottt these tools, ,,,itl1out such hope, his 
plight \\rould have been forlorn, indeed. He 
,vas ena_bled _to ~arry t?n, to fig~t gamel:,', to 
work with h1s tiny drills and p1ck•looks until 
the perspiration dripped do,vn his face and 
soa~d his· collar. He had kno,vn ·rrom tho 
first that his task would be formida.ble. Per• 
haps impossible. But there ,vas al,,,.nys the 
chance of victory. 

He belie,,.ed that the dt1ngeo11 door was 
secured by means of the lock , lone. 1.'11ere 
might be bolts, b11t, if so, he had not heard 
them being shot int.a their socket.a. If the1·e 
were bolts, he wo11ld have to persevere \\'itl1 
his drills, and \vith other delicate tools which 
,vere specially designed for the conq1.1cr111g of 
bolts. In that case, he ,vould be at worlc 
t1ntil long nfter da ,,~n. 

Unhampered by his t1nnatural crottching 
position he cottld ha, .. e progressed faster. 
B11t there ,,·as no pluckier man Ii,ring than 
Nelson Lee, no man ,\·ith a stronger will. 
He "·as not thinking of himself alone. There 
\\,.ere eight schoolboJ-s imprisoned in this 
castle doomed to remain here, if tl1e 
fanatical baron had his way. for l'ears. And 
Lee felt responsible for the boys. To escape 
from this torture dungeon v;as essential. It 
just had to be done. 

Click-click! 
This time the sottnd \\1'as louder, and Leo 

distinctly felt some spring~ oT catch, &ive 
,,,ay. And to his unbounded joy he felt the 
door move slightly out\vards. A ct1rrent of 
cold, dank air s\\,.ept into his face. 

'' By James!'' he muttered hoarsely. 
He had sttcceeded ! The lock was beaten: 

the door ,vas open. He almost fell ot1t, and 
s11ch 'ft"as his cramp that he stumbled, . 
crashed to the hard Boor, and lay there fr,r 
several mint1tes in excr11ciating agony. 

Bt1t at length he pt1lled l1imself to his feet, 
and the joy of standing upright, at his fttll 
height, ,vas almost be:rond belief. Hi~ first 
move, no\\1 , \\'as to carefttllj:" store his delicato 
tools-packing them a"ra)1

, once again, in 
that hidden skin-pocket of his. He wa3 
,\·illing t.o sv;ear that his captors ,vould detect 
no damage to the lock-t1nless they examined 
it at close quart-ers, with minttte care. Lee 
had bored t\\'O tiny drill holes, and througl1 
these he had inserted his patent pick .. locks, 
manipt1lating t,hem ,,·ith that skill, with that 
tot1ch, which he alone knev.~. 

He closed the door, and, as he had ex• 
pected, the key ,vas hanging close at hand, 
on a big 1100k. He had no means of seeing, 
as the darkness ,vas pitchy, bt1t after feeling 
about for some minutes he located the key, 
placed it in the lock, t11rned ,t, and then 
rehung it on its hook. He cl1uckled as he 
did so. It was the !\foor Prison experience. 
all over again-but tl1is time the possibilities 
'\\'"ere a thotlsnndfold more dramatic 

Lee's memory ,vas of the best. On l1iR 
way to this dttngeon he had tal~en note of 
every yard of the distance ; he had memori~ed 
every sloJJe, every tt1rn of tl1e passage, and 
he had cot1nt.ed e·very step. No,,, that ho 
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had secured his liberty he ,vent £01·,vard con­
fidently. 

The passage was extremely narrow, and it 
was black, and the silence was like that of a 
tomb. He had been left down here, in the 
dungeons, without any guard. \Vhy, indeed, 
should a guard be n-ecessary? Von Holtz had 
natttrally asstttned that Lee, like many an­
other prisoner before him, would be safe 
enough in that torture hole. 

Reaching the end of the passage at last, 
Lee came to a winding stairway, with sto11e 
steps, which led upwards. So accurate ,vere 
his ca-lculatio11s, that his foot touched the first 
step five yards beyond the spot where he had 
first commenced feeling for it. He k11ew there 
was a dOQr at the top of this stairway, but 
he was pr!1>ared to spe11d another hour or 
two with his tools, if 11ecessary. The hot1r 
\\

1 as not yet late; he had met with greater 
suc.cess than he had anticipated. 

To his intense satisfaction the door was 
not locked. l.t was not even elosed. He 
passed through into anoth-er _ corridor, and 
now his c011ditiori was vastly improved, for 
there were tiny windows here, and throt1gh 
th~m the fa int starlight ,vas admitted. After 
the stygian blackness of the underground pas• 
sage, it seemed to Lee that he was walking 
in ·compa1·ative light. 

Caution was his watchword now. His aim 
was to locate the boys. He believed them 
to be on this same floor. But locating them, 
alone, ,,.,.ot1ld not be sufficient. And he knew 
tha.t escape from the castle ,vas n-ext-door to 
impossible. He must thin•k of some other 
plan-some strategic move \\~hich ,vottld place 
the, prisoners in a position of ad,Tantage. 
And this was no mean ambition. 

. The part of the castle in which he no,v 
roamed wa.s en1pty-u11i11habited. By peering 
through the narro\v windows he gai11ed a 
fairly accurate idea as to his position. In one 
place he saw, jtttting out black agai11st the 
s~yline, an immense round tower, risi11g up­
wards menacingly. This was the great central 
to,ver of the castle. 

With his directioris me1norised, he silently 
traversed another corridor, and then came to 
an enormotts door w-hich wa.s set i11 a deep 
stone recess. \Vhen he opened this door he 
discovered, beyor1d, a circt1lar stairway mount-
i~g upwards. , 

"l"his w~ the tower. 
The door, he found, was provided with 

massive bolts on the inner side, and the door 
itself "'Pas nearly eight inches in thickness. 
There was 110 st.airway leading downwards, 
but just a soiid ,vall. The 11arrow sta.irs led 
up, and the same slit-lilce wi11doYlS in. the 
walls were very much deeper than any others 
he had seen. The tower walls, in fact, "':ere 
seven or eight feet thick. That enormo11sly 
bulkf tov-·er ,vas virtually solid, containing 
nothing b11t this single stairway leading to 
the top. And ,vhen, at length, Lee arrived 
at the top he found there a tttrret room of 

· considerable size ar1d, above it, reached by a 
tiny stair,vay, a flat roof. It \\·as good to 
sta11rl t1p tl1f ··e, in t.he open air, and to see 

the t,vi11kli11g iights of Holtzhat1sen in the 
distance. Tl1e view from this lofty emine11ce 
was very mt1ch better than the view obtain·ed 
by the boys lower dov.·n. Lee could s~e the 
whole town-and in the crystal atmosphere 
he cot1id even detect the snake-like lt1min­
osity of a moving trai11. 

Closer at hand-immediately below him, in 
fact, lights were gleaming from some of the 
lo,ver ,vindo,vs of the castle and they were 
in the main wing.. The baron, evidently, had 
not yet gone to bed. Lee was in no hu~y. 
He made himself comfortable against the 
battlements, and \\·it.h a cool air fanning his 
brow, he gave himself up to a half-hour of 
intense thinking. 

He arri\·ed at some sort of plan. 
This tower ,,Tot1ld serve excellently as a 

refuge. There was only one e11trance and 
that Vlas guarded by a massive door which 
V\.·ould defy any batteri11g ran1. As it was 
quite impossible for the captives to escape 
from the ca.stle, tl1e next best thing was for 
them to seize a portion of the castle, and to 
hold a kind of glorified -barring-oilt. The 
very commotion of such an affair might 
attract attention. Lee had another idea, too 
-one which gave him much hope. 

But that ,vas for the morrow. ·.rhere ,vas 
plenty to be done to-night. The very task 
of getting the captives here might be in­
st1perable. Food was scarcely to be thought 
of. Well, it didn't matter. They cottld last 
out for fottr or five days, if · needs be, and 
if help did not arrive by - the end ·of that 
time 1t wot1ld never arrive. 

The detective, now feeling more his o,vn 
self, descended the tower stairs and stole out 
into the dark·ened hall of the -deserted ,ving. 
He pa9Sed down another corridor after open­
ing a big communicating door. And r1ow 
h~ knew, at once, that he was in the in­
habited part of the castle. The very smell of 
the air was different. In places he sa,v lamps 
hanging from brack:ets, and one or t,vo coarse 
mat.s lay in front of doors. 

He opened one or two of the doors and soon 
made some interest.ing discoveries-discoveriee 
he had not eve11 hoped for, or reckoned upon. 
In one cupboard, or store-room, he was stn1ck 
by the pt1ngent odour whic•h assailed his 
nostrils. It w~cs a sourish, fishy smell, and 
soon, by feeli11g, he learned that there were 
some big barrels here. There l\"eJ~e shelves, 
too, filled with bottles and jars. But it was 
the barre.ls ,vhich attracted him. He crouched 
Io,v, sniffing at them inquisitively. Two, he 
\\·as convir1ced, were filled \\~ith salted h~rrings 
-,vhich are m11ch ttsed on the Continent. 
Another bari-cl, m11ch bigger, was, he 
believed, packed ,vith satterkrattt-or, to be 
more exact, the hard, white cabbage, tiirhtlv 
packed ond salted, from ·,vhich sauerkraut is 
made. 

''Food!'' thought Lee gloatingly. ''This 
is a great ~troke of luck.'' 

He did not linger. Pressing on, he came 
nearer and nearer to the iron ga·te which 
,vould lead him into the prisoners' q11arters. 
lie did not forget t.he man with the machine-
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gun, or the oth~r gual'cls. The most ticklish 
part of hi.s task lal1' ah(;lad of ·11im. 

He explored one or t\,·o other roor11s on tl1_e 
,ray, and he made another luc-li:y disco·,~ery 
ir1 one of the small sto11e cttpboards ,,·hich· 
opened o~t from a secondarj" hall. Feelir1g 
c·arefttlly r~und, the fir8t thing his fir1gers er1-
c·ot1ntered ,vas tl1e cold steel barrel of a rifle. 
His heart leapt. Never i11 his l\·ildcst. 
111'>ments had he hoped to obtain l)Ossession 
of a ,,·eapor1. 

He felt it careft1ll~·, n11d fot111d thntl it ,vas 
a magazine rifle of a fnn1ot1s n1ake familiar 
to him. The magazine '"'as full, and t.he 
,,~eapo11 ,,·as appare11t1)· in good order. He did 
11ot trouble to secl~ further, altho11gh he 
guessed that this ct11Jboard ,,-as a small 
arsenal. It ,vottld con1e in handy later. That 
one ,veaJJon ,vas all l1e needed at. t,he moment. 

Padding 011 agai11, he became ~,,Tare of 
the fact that a faint light "·as glovving rot1nd 
an angle of the paSt;nge. He cottld hear, too, 
st.eadv breathing. Tl1e nbse11ce of con,,ersa· 
tion ·told l1im tl1at tl1ere \\·as 011ly· one man 
on gttard-or, if tl1ere "-ere others. tl1ey 
,,·ere 1·emarkabl~· sile11t. Like a shndo,~,,, he 
creJJt to the angle of t.he ,,·all, and, taking a 
char1ce, }Jeered rot111d. 

He \\"as looking ir1to an arched hallY.·a~", 
gloom)· and shado,vy·, bt1t at the far end a 
big fire glo\ve<l ,var,mly in an old-fashioned 
01:,e11 grate. 011 the cnrvecl mantelpiece over­
l1ead stood a ligl1ted lantern. And sitting 
in front of the fire, smoking, ,,·as a heavily­
lJuilt man in the loose t.rottsers and green 
pleated jacket of tl1e baro11's retair1ers. N~x-t 
to his cl1air stood a rifle. 

'' This ot1ght to be easy,·~ tho11ght Lee. 
He clicl not hesitate for lo11g. It might be 

foolhard)' to u-·ait 011 the offcha11cc of the man 
falling asleep. Perhaps lie ,vottld be joined 
11~· a companion soon-and then the tl,·o of 
them ,vo11ld remain on dt1t~y throt1gho11t the 
11igl1t. Nelson Lee believed in acting ,,·hile 
l1e had the opportt1nit:r. A lost opportttni-t:r 
1night never be regai11ed. 

\"\7ith the 11tter, 11nbelie,·able silence of a 
Red Indian tracker he. crept for\vard_. edgi11g 
nlong tl1e ,vall so tl1at l1is ba<'k ,vas al,,:-ays 
against it, and so tl1at he ,vottld approach the 
cl1air from the renr. Tl1is ,,·as 110 ti111e for 
l1umanc fho11gl1ts. He ,vottlcl ha,·e t.o act 
clrastically. 

At ans· seco11d the 111a11 migl1t, tt1r11 and 
5ee him-and shout the alarn1. Bt1t Nelson 
l,ce's cleverness ,von the d.a)·. He got ,Yithi11 
stril{ing clistnnce, tl1en, ,vit.}1 calm delibera­
tion, he S\\r11ng his rifle, ancl bro11ght the stock 
()f it ,vith stur111iug foree agai11st, the ma11's 
l1end. 

Thttcl ! 
The soitnd '"·as almost inat1dible. The rnan 

l1in1self sagged do,vn in l1is cl1nir and dicl 11ot 
c\·en fall out of it. Ir1 a flash, Lee ,,·as 
ronr1d, and his first act.ion \Yas to grab t.l1e 
n11t.omat.ic pistol from t.he l1olstcr at the ma11's 
,,·aist. Ile sp1.1n ro11nd, reacl~.. to cleal ,,tit-11 
n11~· other enemies. Bnt no son11cls reached 
l1in ears save the ge11t.le crackli11g of tl1e fire. 
He qtlicl~l.Y exami11ed his victi1n, a11d ,vas soon 

satisfied a11d relieved-to fi11d that- the man 
,vas 011ly stu11ned. His sl..:ttll l1ad not been 
fractured bv that blo,v.· _, ,,! orking rap1dl)', Lee rippecl off his own 
clothi11g, striJJ[Jed th~ gt1n~~c1 of his Oltter garb, 
a11d dor1ned 1t. \V1th his o,vn clothi11g he 
bour1d jhe n1n11 tightl:r, gaggecl l1in1, and then 
l1eav·ed him across his shot1lders-a compara­
tively easy task, as he \vas able to prop the 
man in t.he chair and thltS gai11 a leverage. 

He carried the man 1tp 011e of the <iarlt 
corridors to a 11ar1'0,v, cellar-lik:e cavity ,he 
had pre,~iot1sly fottr1d. l1isidc, l1e strt1cl( a 
match-one of the gt1ard's matches-and by 
the aicl of this light he carried his prisoner 

· to a deep recess at tl1e far end. He left him 
there, ,Yit,hdrc,,·, locked the door, and took 
t.he ke:y. 

He ,,Tas no,,.. glov.ing with ,·ery confider1t 
hope. For it seemed to· him that that mar1 
,vas tl1e onljr gttard left ~n d11t),. f~r the night. 
\'\7ell, there ,vas no se11se in dcla:y111g matters. 
He Y."011ld act boldllr, and at once. 

Rett1r11i11g to the arched l1all,va:r, he fot1nd 
it still emptJT. Takir1g the lantern he moved 
for,vard, and ,valkcd d0Ylt1 an arched cor-­
ridor, and t.l1e gleams frotn his lantern played 
t1pon the \\·ro11ght-iron gate just ahead. And 
tl1en, for the first ti111e~ l1e sa,v something 
else-and t.he sight ga,re him pa.ltse. 

There "·as a rec·ess in this passage, and he 
,vas lirst ntti·actcd b:y the sight of something 
yello,vish, stra,v. Then he s·aw a movement, 
and fot1r greenisl1 points of ligl1t shot out 
at him like miniat11re searchlights. It ,vas 
the first I .. ce k11e,l· of tl1e Alsatian ,vo}f .. 
hot111ds. He began to t1nderst.and ,vhy only 
one 1nan had been left on guard. The:;e 
brlttes v;ere t11e real gi1ardians of tl1e gate! 

Nelson Lee's heart . th11dded faster as he 
realised the chance he had 11nwittingly t.aken. 
If he had made the slightest t1nfa1niliar noise 
d11ri11g his encottnter ,vith the gt1ard, these 
t,,·o dogs \\·onld ha,·e flo,vn at him. As it 
,vas, the)· hnd remained in their bed, arid 
e,,.en 110,,· the)" mistook him for the guard 
hin1self. It ,vas a good thing he had changed 
clothes ,vith the n1a11. The only thing WM 
to ,valk 011 confidentlJ"-and this he did. 

He l1ad al111ost 1·enchC'd the gate, and ,,·a~ 
holding l1is ]amp nloft, in order to discover 
tl1e 111ethod bj" ,vl1ich it cot1ld be tln'bolted, 
\Yl1en or1e of the dogs gave a s11dden snarl. 
Lee glar1cecl ro11ncl. Both animals v."ere on 
their feet, tl1eir ea rs ,vero lo,v, their backs 
,,·ere ridged. And they ,vere· sho,\"ing their 
fangs malev·ole11tl~·. . 

''Quiet-qt1iC't !'' ml1rmttred Lee, 
. 
1n 

Germa11. '· Lie do,v11, )"Ott 1·ascals !" 
But by this time tl1e dogs had something 

other than tl1eir eJ·esight to i11strttct t11em. 
They had obtait1ed Lee's sce11t. Thes· li:nC\V 

he ,vas a stra11gcr. Ancl t.l1en, ,vith 0110 
accorrl, t.hPV l1nrled t.l1e1nselves at him, a11cl 
he \\'as obiigcd to drop tl1e lamp. It fel! 
,,,itl1 a clatter t<> tl1e sto11e floor, b11t did 11ot 
go otlt-falli,1g, remarkably enougl1, in nn 
upright position. But there ,,ras no ti111e for 
Lee to pttll back tl1e safctJr catcl1 of ,J1is auto• 
matic, 111 nny case, if lie had fired it, he 
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wottld have brought the whole castle house­
hold a·bout his ears. 

Crash! 
The foremost hound had cl1arged at his 

chest, and Lee was bo\\·led over like a ni11e­
p i11. Quick as Jight11i11g he reached his l1ar1d.s 
up and grasped the dog's t.hroat. He was 
01, his back now, fighting for his very life. 
Hoth dogs were atte1npting to get their fear­
some fangs at l~ee's o,vr1 throat, a11d the 
fight was appalling in its ferocity. 

CHAPTER 6. 
The Moonlight ••flit.'' 

ILLY HANDFORTI-l sat ttp sharply. 
He did 11ot k11,1,v \\'hat 11ad 

awake11ed him at first. ]faint star-
light was g)imme1i11g tl1rough the 

narrow windows, ir1tc11sif) .. i11g the utter black­
r1ess of the corners of the roo1n. All about 
him he cot11d hear the steady breathing of 
his fellow unfortt1nates. 'l'hey were all 
soundly asleep. 

when you see one?" He made ct1riot1s 
soothi11g noises. '' That•s ,better! Come on, 
old chaps! D011't forget that I'm your paJ. '' 

It ,vas a11 extraordinary exhibition of 
\Vil)y's power o,rer animals. That first dis­
play had hcen rcr11arkable enot1-gh, bttt this 
was amazi11g. Tl10 dogs, \\"ith tl1eir ear3 

Frorn some,vhere ot1tside came a sound, .8.~::1 
a11d this time \Villy jt1mped. lt ,vas the un- -­
mistakable s11arli11g of the wolfhottnds. 
'fhere l1ad bee11 110 act11al barki11g-no great 
com1notior1. ,villy could l1ear a stra11ge kinci 
of shufHi11g, too, and the snarli11g increased. 

Ile flung ihe blankets aside, and JiJ,e a 
rabbit he ran to the door-,vhich stood \-Vide 
011en-a11d reached tl1e corridor. 

"Great Scott!" he gasped. 
He cou!d see the Janter11 bt1r11i11g 011 the 

floor-and the fig11re of a ma11 struggling 
des1Jerately ,\·itl1 the t\VO great dogs. The 
1nar1 had 111a11agcd to take eacl1 of them by 
t lie throat, and for the mo111ent \Vas holding 
tl1em off. But it was obviously a losing 
battle, and l1e cotlld 11ot last 111any more 
s•~conds. 

\ \~i ll~,r ra11 to tl1e gate, and then he nearly 
shouted i11 l1is astonishment a1-ld joy. }.,or 
he rccog1116c<l tl1e 111an \\"ho ,vas fightir1g for 
hi~ life. 

'':\Ii~. IJee 1" ,,·h~spered \\Tilly breathlessly. 
But at r,he sa111e n101nent l1e lrne\v that Lee 

,vas nut i11 a IJO~ition to ar1s\vcr. Wiily's 
arrival on tl1e scene ,vas Jike a stroke of 
J)rovidence. He sa\v, in a f1asl1, that here 
,v as l1is big cl1ar1cc. I-le ,v histlcd softly to the 
(logs, arid thcr1 commer1ced calli11g. 

:Eve11 he clid not k110,•l the actual \\·or<ls 
110 used. Perhaps he did not ttse any recog-
nisable \Vords at all. It was tl1e tone of his 
voice \vhicl1 did tl1e trick. First 011e dog, and 
tl1en tl1c otl1er leapt bacl{ f ro1n the attack. 
'1,hey stood witl1 b~red fangs a11d r1dgeff 
bacl{:;, dividing tl1eir attention bet,vcen Lee 
a11d tl1e scl1oolboy behind the gate. l .. ee d1cJ 
not move an inch. lie k11e,v that thia ,vas 
touch a 11 d go. I f \ \,' i 11 y fa i Jed th c dog 5 \•.7 o u 1 d 
attack !1im again. lf lie made the sligl1test 
tnove tl1e dogs ·?loulrl forget \Villy a11d go 
for hirr1 or1ce more. 

'' l'rn stlrprised at you!'' said \Villy coax• 
ingly. "Dor1't j"Oll kno,v a friend of mine 

ffll111Hll1ff 

As the leader of the Fellowship of Fear mounted tb 
Nelson Lee sent a shot whistling past his ear. 

the next bullet wi 

flatte11ed in ~heepisl1 sl1a!11-.!, aJ)proached tl1e 
gate. T11c ridg·es or1 their bacl,s \\·e11 t do\r11 
and t.heir tai1s began to ,vag slo\.viy. 

'' That's better," said \Villy er1couragir1g-Jy. 
•' Come here, old cl1ap~. Con1e along! l\Ir. 
Lee, yott'd better ,vork that boJt !'' lie adtled 
cast1ally. '' I clo11't thi11k they'll attack you 
again. The)'· kr10,v tl1ey've made a u1istal{e. 
Let rue g·ct at 'c111, a11d I'll soon 11ave tl1em 
tamed.'' 

Nelsor1 Lee, very dishevelled, ,vas or1 his 
feet. lie kne\v, b:y \\'hat he l1ad prcviotisly 



THE NELSON LEE LIBRARY 23 

' ---
' 

seen, just where the operating lever was 
sitttated-a clear t,v.o yards from the gate 
itself-so that by no possibility cottld it be 
reached by a prisoner within. At Lee's 
touch t.he bolts, of enormous length, slid out 
of t.heir great socket.s a11d the gate swu11g 
out,vards. 111 a fla.sl1 Willy was through, 
a11d fearlessly he ran at the t\vo dogs and 
fo11dlecl then1. Their evidences of delight 
\\'ere obvious. 

"No\v, come 11ere ! " said Willy sternly. 
'' ::\Ir. I.Jee, yot1'd better come, too. T~ey're 
f ricndly e11ough, really.'' 

Curiol1sly eno11gh, the dogs ,vere 110 longer 
savage. \\l~hen Nelso11 Lee patted the1n t.hcy 
,\i~agged their tails and sho,ved every sign of 
friendli11ess. But I~ee '\\·as tlr1dcr no mis­
apprehe11sion. It was Willj-"'s l)resence, aJ011e, 

• 
_,,__ 

- --------

s~!ps, he came suddenly upon the barricade. Crack·! 
b op ! '' cried the detective. '' II you come nearer 
e for your heart ! '' 

·\ 

J 
I 

which had brottght about this change of 
te111pcr. 

_, .t\re yott h11rt, sir ? " asked \\Tilly anxiously, 
after a "'·l1ile. 

'' A scratch or t,vo, bt1t the wounds are 
of 110 accottnt," replied Lee. "No need to 
have them cat1terised, for these dogs are 
h~althy e11011gh. I'm lt1cky to have escaper{ 
\\'1th 1ny life. Yott saved 1ne, l·ou11g '11n. I 
sl1ar1' t forget." 

'' But I did notl1ing, sir!'' protested \Villy. 

''\Vhat I wa11t to kno,v is how yott got here. 
What does it all mean?'' --

'' It means that ,ve might have a chance 
of e.scape-not immediately, but we will at · 
least get out of this part of the castle '' 
replied Lee. ,r Do you kno,v if there ,ve~e 
t,vo men on guard here, or only one.'' ~-

'' One, I think, sir, and these dogs.,, 
''Good!" 
'' \\1l1at's becon1e of that one man, sir?'' 
'' I'rn afraid I had to knock him on the 

head,. a11d borro,v his clothes,'' replied Lee, 
his eyes blazing. '' The cha11ces are that no 
alarm has been given, a11d that the rest 
of tl1e castle '\\'ill re1nain quiet for the whole 
night. \Ve have the night to ourselv·es." 

\\tilly spoke gently to the dogs, and they 
,ve11t back to their straw beds and laid down. 
As a prccautio11ary meas11re, WilJy remained 
,,,ith tl1c1n-.si11ce lie ,vas the only one of 
the party who col1ld, ¥.'ith cert-ainty, prevent 
them from making an outcry . 

Lee er1tered the sleeping cham·ber, carrying 
the la11tern with him. He closed the door, 
a11d l\f r. Ki11gswood at once sat up. The 
headmaster bad not been sleeping too soundly, 
but l1e had had one or two erratic naps. 

'' \Vl1y have J,.ou come back?,, he asked. 
''It is not yet eleven-- Why, v.1hat 011 

earth-- Lee!'' 
"Not so lot1d, '' ,var11ed the detectiv·e. 
'' But, 1nan alive, I don't ur1derstand--" 
'' Guv'nor !'' exclaimed another voice. 
Nipper fairly leapt off his mattresi and 

rushed at Lee. After that it waa only a 
mome11t or t,•.o before the other captives 
,vere awake a11d gathering rot1nd in a wildly 
excited mdh. Lee had some diflict1lty i11 

1naki11g them keep their voices low. 
Briefly, lie told the1n of his escape, makir1g 

nothing of his ,,~onderft1l work, and scarcely 
referring to the tortures of his confincmer1t. 
Tho main point, as he said, v.1as that he wa3 
free. 

'' Ot1r task, no,v, is to do a moonlight flit,~, 
he ,,·ont on earnestly. . '' We aan't escape 
from the castle that's quite out of the ques-
tion.'' .-

,, But-bt1t what's the good of clearing out 
of this part of the castle and getting into 
another?" asked· lfandforth blankly. ''We 
shan't really be any better off, sir.'' 

'' I thir1k ,ve shall,'' replied the detective. 
"No,v listen, Jim-all you boys, too. ~Iy 
pJan is to get i11to the big central tower of 
the castle, and bar ourselves in. It is a 
fortress complete in itself, and \\~e can defy 
the er1emy, if needs be, for days-perhaps 
,veeks. At the tower top there is an open 
battle1ner1t a11d ar1 immense vista. If we are 
lucl{y \\1e mi_ght be able to signal-to attract 
the atte11t1on of honest people in 
Holtzl1ausen. '' 

'' By Jove I So that's the plan?'' exclaimed 
lfr. I(ingswood eagerly. '' It's wonderful, 
l\i!r. Lee ! If only we can get word of our 
plight to the townspeople, they'll talk. The 
police \\Till get to know-they'll telegraph to 
E11gla11d." 

'' Exactlv," said Nelson Lee. ~, And i r1 
"' these special circumstances., the Germa11 
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( :o,·l1 r11ulcrat \\·ill be c:0111pelled to take actio11. 
J-:\·cu l~aron vou Holtz, ,vith all his local 
ptJ\VCl", \Vi I~ be . able. l<? do nothi11g if a 
r'-'gi 111cnt of sole! Iers 1s I nstrtt~ted to attack 
his strongholc.J. llut tl1nt's looking rather a 
luug ,,,ay al1cad, a11d ,,·e mt1st11't be too 
optimistic. t .. et tis cor1fi11e ourselves to-r1ight 
to actior1. There is rr1t1'ch to Le clone." · 

I-le g'1,\'C ti1e111 deii11ite ir1.str11ct10I1s~ I~ach 
Loy g·athcrc<l up his bla11l(ets nnd p1Jlo\v. 
Lade11 ,vitl1 tl1ese, tl1cy all filed ot1t, ,vit.h l ... ee 
nt tl1eir heu<l. \\lilly ,,·as Jeft ,vitl1 the 
Alsatians, to preve11t ther11 f rorn ,var1de1·i11g 
otf, a11d, perhaps, 1111,•rittingly givi11g the 
ala1'n1. Lee felt thnt as loug ns tl1ere \\·ns no 
1111t1sunl noise, the ,vl1ole tnsli c·otdd be nccon1-
J)I ished ,vithot1t interruption or discovery. lt 
,\~ns clear enough that the capti \res had been 
left alone for the nigl1t. 

Under J ... ee's gt1iclance, tl1e party \vent 
strn1gl1t to tl1c to,ver. 1\o attempt ,vas n1alie 
to car·ry the things to the stun111it. Tl1ey 
,vere IJu11dle(f Just inside. 11he11 they ,ve11t 
IJnck, fottnd e\·erytl1i11g qt1iet, and this ti1ne 
the mattresses \\"ere fetc!1ecl. · Again the 
jot1rney ,,·ns t111interri1ptecl and st1ccessft1l. 
'l~he mattresses ,vere bt111dled in like the 
Llanlcets and pillows. 

'' 11here's jt1st a chance ,,·e migl1t be able 
to. get so1ne food," ,\~hispercct Nelson Lee. 
"Con1e with me, boys." 

1'hey ,,·ent to the big store•room which l"ee 
l1u·d previously discovered. Lee and Kings­
,vood, bet,vee11 them, carried the heavy 
barre]s. The boys seized hold of giant jars 
of pi~kles. Another disco,Tery, in the shape 
of t,vo snc){s of ontr11eal, '\"as particttlarly 
n1lp1·eciated--to sny,, notl1ing of another sack 
\\'hich co11tained potnto flottr. 

"This is no time for picking and choosi11g, '' 
said Lee. "\-\~e're lucliy enough to have food 
of any description. \\!e 1night be compelled 
to star1d a siege for r11any da;ys, and ,ve shall 
be lucky to J1a ,·c ot1r ,appetit.es satisfied at 
.all." 

"Whnt al>out ,vater ?" asked Fighti11g Ji1n. 
'· Ple11ty of that at the top of the tower,'' 

cx1Jlai11ecl Lee. "I noticed a depression in 
the st()ne,vork, ,,,here there is a great. pool of 
,vater, cauglat fro1n tl1e last rains. It m1gl1t 
11ot be partic11larly tast)', bi1t it \\·ill serve. 
'l~l1erc's e11ougl1 to last at least a ,veek, and 
by tl1e11 ,vc sha]l eitl1er be resc11ed, or it is 
a11y odcls tl1ere'll be more rain.'' 

'l'hey all ent~red into the '' moonlight flit " 
,\'ith zest and e11tl1t1siasm. The ,·erl· fact tl1at 
tl1ere .,vas so1nethi11g to do e11couraged them. 
l\tloreovcr, it _\\",lS a definite move against the 
c11erny-a11d tl1ere ,vas a cl1ar1ce of complete 
st1cccss at the end. 

1,he boys all renlisec) tJ1at they had I~ee to 
tha11k for this ,vonderft1I cl1ange in tl1eir for­
tunes. But 11or1e of tl1en1 qt1ite 11nclerstood 
\\'hat a remarli:able feat Lee had 
accorn f)l ished. 

'l~l1cy made a final jour11ey back to the 
origir1al wing-Lee ancl Kings,vood nlo11e. 
:r11e boy~ were ir1st.ructed to spend their time 
111 c:arr:y1ng tl1e mattresses t.1p to tl1e t1.1rret­
roo1l1 _at the surnmit. NPlson I,ee und f";g-ht-
1 ng'J 1m took l1ol(I of n fe\v l)1ates a11d cttl-lS, 

a11cl t!1e~y filled their pockets ,,rith forks and 
spclor1~. '1~her1, lea vi11g ever:l'·thing in perfect 
orrlet, the)1 passecl tl1rough the gate,vay and 
closecJ tl1e gate securely. '11he dogs, ciuri11g 
nil tl1is ti1ne, had rernni11ed perfectls," docile 
H ruier \\.illy's C'hnrg·e. 

\\·~illj· 110\V spok:e to them carefully, sooth-
irigl)·, telling tl1em to lie do,vn and lieep 
qttiet. \\~l1etl1er tl1e:r ,vo1dd do so really did riot 
n1atter, f<Jl' long l1efore the dogs could give 
any ,vides11rend alarm, the tl1ree \\"011)d bo 
~,el1 i 11rJ thn t massive to,,·er door. • 

11 he)· hurried there at once, nncJ it ,vas Lee 
\\'110 close<.{ tl1e door and shot tl1e e11ormous 
bolts-l)olts ,vhic-h had stood the test of 
ce11tttries of tir11e. 1.,hey 0111)· l1ad tl1e 011e 
lar1ter11, for a qttiel~ search hnd failed to 
reveal any others-or a11y ft1el for tl1is. one. 
Still, tl1cy ,vere lt1ek:y er1ough to l1ave got 
t.l1e 011e. 

"\\'ell, ,ve're i11," said 1.Ir. Ki11gs,voocJ 
l)1·enthlesslJ", as lie gazecl t1pon tl-.c closed 
lloor. " I ca11 scarcelJ· believe tl1n t it l1as 
l1aJJpened-and all ,vitl1i11 nn ho11r or t\vo I 
'l,l1is cloor ot1gl1t to be stro11g cno\1911 to ,vith .. 
stnr1d ariy an1ount of ramn1ir1g. \'. ott're Sttre 
there's 110 otl1er \'{flJl in?'' 

h" Xo otl1er door,,~ replied Lee. "There is 
n bare ci1a11ce tl1at tl1ere might be a secl'·et 
ent~-, bt,t I do11't tl1ink ,ve neecl tnke that 
seriot1Sl)... Secret passages, and sttch like, a re 
Ilot nl,va)·s so con,·e11iently pl,1cecl. I think 
,vc'd better ~tr~ugthen tl1is door if ,,·e can,"' 
he aclrled. "I bel ie,1 e there's a ,va:v in ,vhich .. 
it ca11 be do11e. u 

flalf-,vay 11p tl1C' spiral staircase age l1a<I 
causeft.. pnrts of tl1e i1111er ,vall to crtttnble. 
8oine of the l1envJ· stone blocks ,vere loose. 
a11d i11 the cor1strt1<:tio11 of the to,ver a 
nnmller of im111e11se tin1llers hacl been ttsed. 
'f,vo of these tin1l)ers, at least, ,vere so 
looserted that t.l1eJ· ,vere 110 lo11ger ser,,.ing 
an}· usefttl p11r1>ose. \\torli:irig l1arrl ttntil the 
JJerspiration pot1red from them, Lee and l\1r. 
Kings,vood ancl a pa1·ty of the boJ·s freed the 
t\,~o timbers a11d ma11ngerl to get tl1em do,vn. 
It ,vas a harcl strt1ggle. But once tl1eJ· v-·ere 
do,vn they ,\,.ere jam1ncd tightl.Y bet,veen tl1e 
lo,ver. part of t.l1e stair,vay a11d the door itself. 
It ,,·as no,,· l•arrica<lecl 11ntil it \\"as lili:e a 
solicl · part of t.he to,,·er itself, a11d it ,,~0111(1 
def:y all the efforts of tl1e e11em:r to open it. 

'f \'\'ell, bo)·s, I tl1i11k ,ve can call it a 
night," said Lee, as l1c ,vi1Jecl tl1e s,, .. eat and 
g·ri1ne from his forehea,l. ''\\ .. ell do11e r 
\\7 e've barred tl1e e11e1ny ot1t, and \\·e can 
look llpon this part of tl1e ca~-;tle as 011r o,vr1 
domai11." 

"It's alrnost too gooci to l,e trt1c, sir,'' said 
llandfortl1. "Dy (;eorge ! Do yot1 t.l1ir1l~ 
tl1ere'll l}e n figl1t to-tn<.Jrro,\"? I menn, vtill 
tl1ey try· to (lislodge tts? '' 

,. Better get to sleep," repli_ed Lee 
evasivel:,·. ,, I \\·ant :r()ll bo:rs to lie do'Y.rn 011 

yot1r mattresses ngni11 nn<l carr:y 011 as tl1ough 
11othi11g l1ad l1aJlpe11e<J." · 

~' Archie's asleep nlready, g11v'nor," grinrted 
:N'1pper. '' It's 1narve)lotlS 110,v tl1nt cl1ap can 
detacl1 hin1self n11d go oft' to sleeJJ. ,, 

lie€' \Yas f'C'rtnin tl1at the rnc>rro,,1 \\·onld 
tJrii1g hc·ctic fig·htiug. llaro11 \·on lfoltz 



. 
-See No. 189, SCHOOLBOYS' OWN 4d. LmRARY. On Sale now. 25 
\\·ottld certainly not take tl1is blow lyi11g 
do,v11-a11d he ,vould move heaven and earth 
to dislodge the 1·ebelliot1s captives. For his 
safety ,,:as at stake to say 11othi11g of the 
futt1re of the Fellowship of Fear. 

But the great detective v.·as calm a11d cool. 
Not 011ly was there food in this tower, but 
a11 exan1i11ation of the dark cupboard-in 
which he had found the rifle had revealed a 
doze11 other rifles a11d a plentiful store of 
a1nn1unition. The rifles and ammunition 
were now in the tower, and their prese11ce 
ga,·e Nelson Lee a se11se of com£ orting 
secu1·ity. 

CHAPTER 7. 

He \\talked qt1ickly into tl1e inner roo1n, 
and a shot1t escaped him as lie saw that this, 
too, ,vas deserted. There was no sign of the 
prisoners whatever! 

'' Der Teufel!'' sl1ot1ted I van, in wild con­
sterna tio11. 

He ra11 rot111d ir1 circles, so great was his 
be,vilder1ner1t. He r11shed back to the bed­
room arid looked 11ou11d blankly. The thing 
was impossible! The gat.e had beer1 locked, 
exactly the same as last night-the dogs 
had been 011t there, on guard--

He rushed down the corridor and gazccl 
at the long passage which culminated in the 
seco11d iron gate. Bttt this, too, was deserted. 

"Paul-Paul!" he shot1ted hoarselY., running 
back. '' Qt1icl{ ! The Engla11der prisoners-

rhe Discovery. they ha,~e gone!'' 

I V Ai.~, the retainer, came on duty 80011 Pat1l leapt to his feet and ran to the gate. 
aft.er daylight the followi11g mo1·11i11g. '' You arc the fool!,, he retorted. '' Ho,v 
He had had his orders fron1 the baron car1 they ha,~e gone?'' 
overnigl1t, and when he we11t to the ''Open!'' comma11ded Ivan. ''Come with 

prisoners' quarters he was surprised, but not me-and look!'' · 
alar111ed, to fi11d the wolfhounds alone. The Paul bpened the gate, and three minutes 
two dogs, looking very sleepy, sat up and later they· both rushed out, locked the gate 
ya,v11ed 11pon his approach. behind them, and then went flying to their 
- '' Zo ! \\ .. here is Otto?'' mt1ttered I van in master's private· quarters. In this part of tho 

German, as he looked back at the dead fire house, which '\\-"'as \\·arm and light and corn-
ancl the empty chair. ,,, Strange! He had fortable, it "?as difficult to believe that there 
orders 11ot to leave l1is post until Patil ca111e... could be sucl1 barren, gloomy old chambers 

Paul ,vas evide11tly the retai11er who had farther away. Holtz Castle, in the n1ain 
bee11 told off to n1an the machine-gttn. }"or i11habited wing, ,vas a fine, charming old­
Paul himself appeared a minute later, ,,~orld honte. 
carrying the gt1n. Tl1e baro11 had 11ot yet come down. Ivan 

He set it down, made himself comfortable, himself \\,.ent lumbering up the richly car-
a11d filled his pipe. peted st.airs. T-he baron's valet, greatly 

"These Engla11ders, they give 11s much agitated, informed I van that his master co11ld 
trot1ble,'' he grur1ted. not be disturbed. But Ivan swept these pro-

1 van shrugged. tests aside and, i11 his excitement, actt1ally 
"\Ve obey orders, that is all," he 1·eplied. l\·ent chargi11g into his master's slee})ing 

"Ilave you seen Otto this mornin9.? It is chamber. 
strange that he was 11ot at his post. ' "Dog!'' snarled Von Holtz. '' What is the 

u If the baron learns of it, Otto will be in meaning of this ? '' 
hot water,'' said Paul. ''He is the fool t~--- He \\·as on]y half dressed, and he S\\,,ung 
leave his post before we came. Not that it round upon Ivan with such ferocity that the 

1 matters. There is no escape for the man fell back. 
Englanders.'' ' '' Forgive me, master,'' panted I van. "But 

Another man came, and he snapped leashes I come to tell you that the prisoners have 
on to the two wolfhottnds and took them gone." 
away. Everytl1i11g was being done in accord- ''Gone!'' shouted Von Holtz aghast. 
ance with previously made plans. '' In the night, Herr Baro~, they go('" 

lva11, walking heavily, approached the gasped the other. ••we can11ot find Otto, the 
sleeping-_room after he had passed through the man who should have been 011 guard. But 
gateway-a11d after the gate had been closed the gate was locked and the dogs were 
upon him by Patti. Ivan received a surprise. there--'' 
The bed-room was empty. Not e, .. en a mat- "Foo], yQt1 muBt be wrong,'' broke in the 
tress or a blanket remained. baron harshly. '' What yot1 tell me is fan-

'' Himmel!" he ejaculated in wonder. '' The tastic. There is no escape from tliat prison. 
mad Englanders they take their beds into For centuries it has been used-- Ot1t of 
the other room!;, my way! I will go myself and see!'' 
"It struck him as being an extraordinary Half dressed as he was, he hunied ot1t, 

proceeding, but, as yet, he had -no inkling fairly ran down the stairs, and was soon 
of the real tn1th. He ,ve11t into the living- rushing awa,, to ihe uninhabited wing. Here 
room, and fot1r~d it empty, also. E·verything he found quite a number of men gathered to­
was qt1iet and peaceft1l. There was no sign gether, talking excitedly. They fell aside as 
of disorder, and the table and cl1airs '\\Tere their master appeared; he passed througl1 
in their usual positions, but there were no into the '' pri!On, '' and a quick examination 
beds. sho,vod him that Ivan's story was only too 

'' Ach, but this is impossible," mt1ttered true. The absence of the mattresses ,vas an 
Ivan, ,vith growing alarm. cxtraordinar,y featt1re. \Vhy had the prisoHers 
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talien their bedding ,, .. ith tl1cm? Arid ,•;here 
,vere the priso11ers no\\' ? 

'' Gott in Himmel ! '' S\VOre \ion Holtz. 
'' Otto is responsible! Otto must have let 
tl1em out--" 

"But no, master!" gasped I van. "Otto is 
as faithfttl as I- He ,,,ould not betray--'' 

'' Der sch,\·einhund !" grat~cl the baron. 
'' I-le has bet.ray·ed me. \\rho else cottld have 
1·cleascd tl1e prisoners? 8earcl1 ! Searcl1 ! 
]~very man is to search!" 

And in Jes~ t.han a minute a \\"i(1espread 
ht1nt ,vas in /rogress. l\Ien \\·cnt racing into 
Jong dcsct'tc chambers and corridors; they 
,vent from floot to floor, senrching, bt1t find­
ing nothing. Baro11 ,.ron Holtz l1imself ,vas 
in a to\1lering rage. This amazing dis­
appearance had startled l1im be:ro11d measure. 
Ile took it fo: granted tl1at the prisor1ers 
must hnve had ot1tside help. 

R.eports came to l1im of a curiot1s nature. 
He learned, to his amazen1ent, that several 

barrels of salt herring and cabbage vrere 
,11issing. It seemed inc·redible. _ 

''Bttt why-,Yhj·?'' lie demandc-cl l1otly. 
'' \\rl1y should tl1ese boys take foorl? I pro­
vided them "~itl1 food, did ·1 not? There 
mt1st be some 111istake. Do not bother n1e 
\\" ith s11ch trifle.s. '' 

But the 11ext "trifl~ " \\,.as 1nore sig11ifica11t. 
The missing Otto ,,9 ns found. 

Some of the searchPrs, happer1ing to OJ1C'tl 

the cellar-like cupboard, had heard sot1r1ci~ 
from the rear. Otto, ,rery dazecl a11cl stiff', 
had been dtagged 01tt a11d l1is bo11cls removed. 
Just as he ,,·as. he ,,·as tal{en to \ 1 011 Holtz. 

'' Trnitor ! Dog!" s11a1)pcd the ~>arou. 
'' \Vl1a t l1a ve ~Tou to sa)· ? \\7l1s· did ~"OU re• 
lease the captiYes ?" 

'' !\laster, I kr10,v notl1i11g ! " punted the 111l­

fortu11ate man. '' I \\1 as on g11ard, and ,,·itl1-
ot1t ,,·arning, somebod:v strncl, me fro111 
behind. I l1eard notl1in~-sa ,v notl1ing. I 
re1nembercd no more ttntil I a ,,·oke i11 dn rk .. 
r1ess, Ill}' l1ead throbbing--'' 

Agai11 and ngain he repeat~cl l1is stors·-
11ntil, in fact. he convinced his master l1e 
had ·been ,,.ictimised. It '\\"as somebocl,· else ... 
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,vho had allqwed tl1e prisoners to es.cape. '' Mein Gott!'' \\1hispered v·on 
But \\,,horn? No11e of the servar1ts ,voltld do hoarsely. 

21 

Holtz 

st1cl1 a thi11g. Tl1ere ,vere men on duty out- He remembered a 1·cport which had come 
side, bt1t they were well paid, they ,vere to him sorne days earlier-a report from Count 
faithful, a11d they were all stat1r1ch and ~lichel Pctrass, one of the '' Big Five " of the 
t1·ttsted members of the Fello,vship of ]fear. fellowship who .was stationed in London. 

Tho deeper ,.,. on Holtz iiivcstigated, the Pctrass had reported the strange case of 
(lecper becan1e the m~'stery. Boris Veu11er-known as '' No. 1 "-the lJ1.te 

·' The dra \\1 bridge ,vas up all night,'' he· l\1aster of the Southern Section in England. 
111uttered, as ho paced up and do,vii. .. They V en11er had sworn that Lee had escaped un­
could not J1ave ~caped. The fact that tJiey aided from a cell, and had performed acts 
took their beds-food-pro,,es that tl1ey ·inade of black magic in the old Moor Pri.son. It 
110 atte1npt to escape. They are still in the was at that tin1e that Lee had gained pos­
castlc. How is it that yott dolts ca11110t find session of the vital code-book-which had 
them? Himmel! There yet remains Lee!" directly led up to all this' excitement. 

He had suddenly 1~cmcinbercd the im- '' Mein Gott!'' repeated Von Holtz. '' We 
prisoned detective. Lee could 110t have punished Venner for his carelessness-and it 
escaped, aii;r,vay ! Lee was dowii tliere in see11is \Ve punished him unjustly. .l4"or this 
tl1at tortt1re l1ole-f1·om which o11ly a ·man, Lee, is indeed a -y,rorker of black 

4 

• I h magic.'' 111ag1c1an cou d ave escaped. And Ba1·011 
vo11 Holtz k11ew \\'ell enougli that rnagicians He could scarcely believe the evidence of 
c)o 11ot exist ir1 real life. his o,v11 Clres. And, i11deed, the whole thing 

certainly did seem utterly incredible. The 
"Coine ! " he ccominandcq. '' \\l' C ,vill fetch other priso11ers had vanished from their 

IIerr Lee. He '"·ill serve 11s. \\le wiJl take qt1arters, and Lee had va11ished from his 
11i111 with us, and he \\'ill shout to his boys, dungeon. 
a11d they ,vill answer. This mystery must be How? 
fathomed.'' There was no explanation. The baron, 

\\~ith three men, all heavily armed, he breathing hard with alarm, hurried up to 
\\'e11t do,\'11 into the dungeons. Perhaps, the dayliglit. The ~cape of Lee- had filled 
deep in his heart, he had an i11kling of the Jiim with very real consternation. He ,vas 
trutl1-and the real reason for t.his visit was begirining to think that all his capti, .. es 
to_ reassure himself that Lee waa still a had, by some miracle, escaped from the 
prisoner. castle completely. He knew that this \\ .. as 
''711en, at length, they reached the d11ngcon, impossible, b11t in his present state of mi11d, 

~ver)~thir1g \\'as as it had been left. The door he ~v~s ready to credit anything. 
Yas Jocked. the key hung on its hook. 

!\:lore men reported that the search had 
'' Now ,ve will see!" muttered Von Holtz. failed. The castle _had been combed from end 

'Let me!" • to end. There was only 011e spot which 
A11d the Terrestrial Master of the li,ellowship had not been explored-arid that was u11-­

of Fear thritst the key in the lock and tur11ed likely enough. 
it. He swung the door wide open. '' The great to\\·er, Herr Baron,'' said one 

'' I con1e earlier than I intended, Herr Lee," of the i·etainer,~. '' But it niatters not, for 
he said. '' I have a special need· for your ser- the· heavy door is locked, and th tis tl1cy could 
vices-- Der Teufel! The dungeo11 is not have gaiiied adniittazice. ' 1 

e111pty ! Empty! Empty!'' 
His voice i·ose almost to a scream, and in '' Locked doors seem to be no hindrance 

it there was a note of fear. His men, mutter- to Lee!" snapped Von Holtz. '' Fools I Do 
ing fearfully, cast the liglit of their lanterns )tott 11ot understar1d? It was Lee who helped 
irito the empty duiigeoii. 'l,hey everi the escape. Lee came 11p from the dungeon 
exa111ined the door and the lock; aiid their in t.he night, he struck Otto on the head, and 
faces -became pale with· unnanlable terror. toolt Otto's clotl1ir1g. It was Lee \\'ho opened 

· the great gate--'' 
'' Y Ott are right, Herr Baro11 ! " muttered ,, But the .dogs, master?'' aslced I van. 

011e of the1n. '' This Englarider, I~ee, is the ,, The dogs ,vould give the alarm. The)' 
devil him.self! No 1nortal ma11 could have w·ould attack, too. Yet this morning they 
escaped from this dt1ngeo11 ! See! Tho door \\·ere docile ,, 
is i11tact. The lock is unharmed.'' ', The dogs shall be killed! They are use-

" Siler1ce, dogs!" snarled Von Holtz. less!" 511arled Von Holtz. ''I have bee11 
"There ca11 be only one explanatio11. The told that they were savage-that they would 
door "·as 11ot properly lock:ed last night.'' attack any stra11ger. Pah ! Rabbits woult:I 

To satisfy hirnself he closed it and tur11ed l1a,,e served as well.'' 
the key. And r1e soo11 fot111d that it was He was suddenly struck by a thottght. 
impossible to turn the key completely 11nleas ''You say that fhe door of the great tower 
tl1e <loor was closed. So that rt1led out the is locked?'' lie aslced. '' But no! It is not 
possibility of his men having blundered. so. There are bolts on the inner side, 

The cold, tt11assailab]e fact re1nained that bt1t-- Come! Perhaps this 1s the explana­
N el son L_ee from within his prison, had un- tion. '' 
locl,,~d tl:e door and had escaped! Yet he had He '",.ent rttsl1ing a,,~ay, 
had 110 tools of any ki11d, no ligl1t and 110 arrived at the to\ver doon, 

men to smaah it do\vn. It \\'eapo11s--

and when he 
he ordered his 
,vas easier said 
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tl1an do11e '1.,l1cJ· ham1nered ttpon it, they 
charged at it, but it ,,·as lii..:e the solid stone 
,vall. Von Holtz ,vas thorottghly excited 
no\V, for he ha1)penecl to kno,v that this 
door hnd been unfastened. The very fact 
that it '\\·as bolted on t-l1e inner side pro, .. ed 
that the prisoners had 1·eti red to this to\ver 
a11d were determined to hold it against all 
attack. It was the one certaint~y. 

Confirmation came 11nexpectedly some 
minutes later. For a breathl~s mkn arrived 
in the castle from the grot1nds; and he re­
ported that he had seen fig11res at the 
battlen1ents of the to\\rer. 

'' Zo !'' said Von Holtz. '' They are here! 
Here, in the to,\ .. er ! \\1e l1a ve but to drive 
them out, and tl1ey ,vill once again be at 
rny mercy. Fools! They shall suffer dearly 
for giving •me all this trol1ble. And what 
good l1as it done? Nothi11g !'' 

But there, Baron ,~on Holtz n·as "?rang. 

CHAPTER 8. 
The Signal. 

U p in the tt1rrct-room breakfast \\1 as in 
full s,ving. 

Not many of the boj-s l1ad slept \\·ith 
ar1y soundness. The)· ,vere far too 

excited, and they ,vere glad enot1gh \Yhcn 
daylight came, and \\·l1e11 it. ,,-as . time for 
them to prepare breakfast. Ever~ybody was 
on tenterhooks as to ,vhat ,,.ould happen 
below v,he11 the baron disco,""ered his loss. 

'' I'd have gi, .. en q11ids to ha,·e seen his 
t1gly mug when he made the discovery,'' said 
Hnndforth, g1·inning. '' By George! What 
a shock it must have been.'' 

''Perhaps they haven't made the discovery 
yet,'' said Church. '' It's still early, you 
know Anyhow, there's been no sot1nd of an 
alarm.'' 

"Who cares·?'' asked Handforth. '' '\\1hat 
itbout brekker? I'm farnished. \Ve've on!y 
got oatmeal, haven't we? Nothing to cook 
\vi th-no fire, or anything.'' 

,, We're jolly lucky to l1nve cats at all, my 
s011s," said Nipper. '' \'\7 e can thank the 
guv'nor for that.'' 

The casks ,vere opened, and, at first,. the 
boys tttrned away in disgt1st. Th_e salted 
cabbage, in partic11lar, was l1ighly odorifer­
ous; but Nelson Lee pointed out that all 
<-'nbbage smelt that ,vay. He sampled the 
shredded cabbage, pronounced it to be per-
fectly vlholesome, and advi.sed the boys to 
t-uck in. 

'' It's not cooked, of course,'' he said. 
'' But I dare say you've eaten tlJ,is very same 
stuff disguised . as hors-cl'reuvre-t1ncooked, 
just as it is here. It's perfectly "?holeso1110 
a11d filling. . As for the herring, that's never 
cooked. Soaked in \vater, it becomes quite 
pal at.able.'' 

Ho\\·ever, most of the boys contented them• 
selves with oatmeal and \Yater for this morn­

"ing. They ,vould have t.o become far h11n-

grier to delve into the mysteries of tl1c her-
ring and tho cabbage. · 

Nelson l .. ee ,,·as l~eeping his e:ye on t.h~ 
daylight. It promised to be a fine rnornlng, 
and the st1n ,,·as already getting t1p o,:"er tho 
neighbottring mot1nt.ai11s. O¥.·ing to those 
mot111tains, the s11n ,,·as lnt.e in getti11g 11p­

bt1t ,vl1en it did tc•p tl1e sno,v-ca1lpccl pcnks, 
its ray·s ,vcrc dazzling in their intensity. 

'' Spler1dicl !'' mt1ttered Lee. 
'' ,,.,. c a 11 Ii ke to see tl1e sun, of cott rse, "' 

said l\Ir. Ki11gs,vood, \\"ho ,vas \\·itl1 l1i1n. 
'' Bt1t I must confess I don't qt1ite see ,vhy 
yot1 a re so pleased." 

'' 'fhen I'll slLO\\' ~·ot1, '' replied tl1e detec­
ti·ve. 

He took fro1n t~e ,val], in a de~p. cre,ricc. 
n small I rained n11rror, and l\Ir. K1ngs,,·oed 
look:ed at it in ,vonder. 

''I 5a\V J·ot1 11nl1ook: tl1at from t.he batJ1 .. 
room last 11igl1t," he said. '' I "·as puzzled 
at the time-ancl, in fact, I thought )·011 vvere 
rather vain. But eYidcntlJ- J'Otl nre 11ot 
rcallv interest-eel in ~-our o,v11 relicctior1." 

Lee laugl1ed. 
'' The reflection of tl1e sun is ,-erv mucl1 . M 

better," he replietL '' Tl1a t is \\· l1y· I ,vas 
so ar1xio11s for tl1e morning to be cloudless. 
Jim. J1.1st. take note of tl10 sun's positio:1, 
,vill J"Otl ? '' 

They ,,·ere 011 the verl'· sn111mit of tho 
to,ver, l1iclde11 f r<)Jn the grouncls belo,\· b,y 
the battleme11ts. And Kings,Yood noticed 
t.l1at the sun, in its ensterl~.. position, ,va.~ 
comi11g up over tl1e rnonntain tops in fairly 
close proximity to Holtz.l1aust\r1. 

'' \\7 ell?" he asked. 
'' This mirror ,vill 1,eflect tl1e sun-a11cl ,,·e 

are in such a ;posit.ion, nt tl1is l1our of the 
day, tl1at the fla~h ,vill be , .. is-ible in the 
to,\·n, '' replied Lee. '' Yot1're familia1· ,vith 
tl1e heliograph n1ethod of signallingt aren't 
you? As I arn 110w proposing to do, tha 
sttn's rays ·are reflected by mirrors-and tlte 
ordinary dot-a11d-dnsh code is in""ariabl:y used. 
And the Morse code is international, Jim." 

'' Bttt it's a 1011g ,vay to the to,vn, '' said 
1\11·-. Kings,\:ood. 

'' Fifteen miles perhaps-it may be f11rtl1er, '' 
replied Lee. '' Distances are ,rcry· dece1Jtive 
in the clear mountai11 air. But it may in• 
terest you to kno,\· that a ra11ge of one h11n .. 
dred and ninet-y miles has been reached b,, 
means of heliograph. So our J1opes are not 
entirely grot1ndlcss. '' 

"By Heaven!'' muttered Fighting Jim, his 
eyes bttrning. '' You think of everything! 
I'll ,vager you thought of this la.st night!" 

''It was one of the very fi1·st tl1ings tl1ut 
came into m~· mind,'' replied Nelson I.,co 
calmly. '' You see, there \\·ottld be no earthly 
sense in t1s captttring the to\\"er 11nless ,,1'o 
had a means/ of communicating ,,~ith the 
011ter \\"orld. , \\-ye can't use telephones or teJe. 
graphs, arid ordinary har1d-signnlling \\"Ottld 
be ,vo1~e than uscl~s-for sncl1 signalling 
could only be seen by men in t.he confines 
of the Holtz Castle estate. But b~y a helio• 
grnph-- ":--ell, need I go on ? " 
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"You're wonderful,'' said Mr. Kingswood 
admiringly. 

The11 and there, Nelson Lee got to work. 
He settled hitnself co1nfortably on the roof, 

and, judging the a11g]e of the n1irror, he 
used it so that the st111's l'ays were reflected 
directly upon the town. Then, by shifting 
the mirror qt1ickly to and fro-by jerkir1g it 
in a. dot-and-dash fashion-he signalled his 
message. 

''Help! St. Franh:'s party imprisoned here. 
Bring help." 

He rep~ated it two or three times, watched 
eagerly by ~fr. Kingsv,.,.ood. 

'' Do you expect a11y repty ?'' asked the 
Head. 

'' There might be a heliograph message 
later, when the st111 is i11 a good position £01· 
sending a reply,'' replied Lee. '' It might 
be possible now. Bttt I'm prepared to ,vait 
hottrs. The whole morning may elapse 
before these signals are even noticed-and 
hot1rs longer before they a1·e read. We cannot 
tell. Our only l1ope is the ,vhole ·of Ettrope 
is on the qi1i-vive fo1· tho missing boys. Any 
strange sigr1als, therefore, might recei,·e im­
mediat-e attention from the police. That 
short message is qt1ite sufficient. The very 
words-St. Frank's-will be clue enough." 
. Ag~in he sent the messag~. He r~peated 
1t v.,•1t~ monotonous regula1·1ty-spell111g out 
the words in dot-and-dash-and of course 
~ing Ge1·man. After a while, ~I;. Kings,vood 
relieved him. The Ilea.cl soon got the hang 

• of the operation, arid althottgh his helio­
g1·aphing may not have been so perfect as 
J .. ee's, it was effective. 

It was not long before the boys became 
a ,,·are of '"·hat was happening, and t.heir ex­
citement knew no bou11ds. They realised 
tl1en, just why Lee had taken the steps h~ 
had. 

There ,vas a chance of outside help! 
''It's all over bar shouting," said Hand­

forth content.edly. '' They're bound to see 
those signals in the to\\·n, and then we shall 
have the police up here.••· 

· '' l\'.lustn't be too optimistic, Handy," - said 
Nipper. ''Von Holtz is a po,,·erful man in 
these parts, an~ it's any odds that the police 
arc scared of him What can they do if they 
do come up? If Von Holtz likes to be really 
nasty he . can keep the drawbridge up and 
·defy invaders for weeks.'' ' 

'' By George! Then \\"e shall hav·e some ex­
citement,'' said Handf orth. '' He's bound to 

. give in, in the long run~and don't forget, as 
soon M he's smashed, ft means our rescue .and 
the complete smash-ttp of the fellowship. Mr. 
Lee will have scored a tremendous victory.'' 

_ 1\Iost of the other boys ,vere equally in­
thusiastic. They oot1ld not see how the plan 
could fail. They even became reckless, and 
n~isily shouted to one another on the tower 
top. Not that it really mattered now, for 
the enemy ,vas well aware of the truth-as 
the resounding crashes and thuds from the 
bottom of the tower told. Two boys were 
thAre now. on t-he ,vatch, ready to report in 

case there should be any sign of the baron's 
men breaking through. 

Immediately be~ow the tower there was a 
great cobbled courtyard, and while Mr. Kings­
,vood was busy with the mirror, Lee kept a 
watch 011 the courtyard. Once or twice, men 
had appeared in view, staring upwards; but 
they had soon retired to cover. · 

Crack! 
Something '\\Thich sounded like an infuriated 

hornet sang pa.st Nelson Lee's head, and he 
saw a wisp of smoke at om, of the upper 
~vindovls of the 11carest wing. In a flash, Lee 
seized a rifle, and fired. 

Crack! 
A shout of alarm went up, and Lee did not 

kr1ow whether he had hit the mark or not; 
but the enemy now knew, beyond doubt, 
that the prisoners were ·armed, and ready to 
answer a11y fire. 

'' Things are going to get hot soon,'' said 
the detective, as he crouched low under the 
protection of the battlen1ents. '' You bo)"S 
had better get· do\vn-and stay down.'' 

'' Is it safe for you up here, sir?'' ask:cd 
Watson breathlessly. , 

'' Safe as long as we keep behind the 
,valls," replied Lee. ''We can look upon thie 
as a trench-and if ,ve expose ot1rselves, even 
for a moment, \\Te might get plugged. For­
tt111atel~,,, ,vith the sun ir1 its present position, 
,ve can keep on ,vith tl1e signalling." 

Cht1rch can1e racing up from -the inte11 ior of 
the tov~·er. 

"They're making desperate efforts to smash 
the door down, sir," he reported. '' They've 
got a steam-roller on t,he other side, by the 
sound of it. '!'here's a terrific noise going 
ont and the door's beginning to shake a bit." 

'' Jim, yot1 carry on with the signalling,'' 
said Lee quickly. '' I'd better go do,vn at 
once. That doorway's the only entrance, and 
"Tc must protect it at ail costs.,, 

'' Go ahead,'' replied Fighting Jim. '' I'm 
all right." 

A rifle Wa8 left with him, in c.nse of 
emergencJr, a11d L€e war11ed him not to ap­
p1~oach the. battlements under any circt1m­
stances. It ,vas a bit risky, even, to co11tinue 
the signalling-bt1t l\Ir. Kingswood was game. 

Lee hu1Tied down, and he took all the boys 
with him. As they went pell-mell doYln tho 
circular stairs they heard the th11nderous 
bangs from below. Ai1d when, at length, t-hey 
reached the door itself, they were relieved. 
The door \\·as apparently as immovable as 

· ever. . 
For th·e moment, the attacks had ceased. 

Faintly, the sound of voices could be heard. 
But they were so dim and vague that it \vas 
impossible to distin8t1ish any particular word. 

'' Qt1iet, boys,'' said Lee. 
He bent under one of the barricading 

bearns, and placed his ear flat against the 
surface of the door. The voices were just a 
tiny bit ·clearer; but he could still make 
nothing of what wa.s being said. And then 
one word came to him out of all the jargon 
of ·others. It was shot1ted by Von Holtz, 
and it was repeated. 
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And the ",.ord \\·as '' d~·narnite. '' 
Lee ,\·as st.art.led. He l1nd tl1ougl1t of the 

possibility, bttt had dismissed it. For sucl1 
an explosion ,vould necessarily mean a do11ble 
risk:-the ri.5k of \\·rooking the t.o\ver com­
pletely, and other. parts of t.he castle-and 
the rislc of attracting un,velcome attention. 
l.iee had 11ot thought it lilcely that Von Holtz 
,vould deliberate1:y damage l1is ancestral ca.stle 
in that ,vay. 

But the man was evident.I~,. desperate. 
'' Come, boys-=-11pstairs !" snid Lee sharply. 

'' They're going to t1se d.ynamite." 
''Crumbs!" 
''That' il kill 11s all, sir!" 
'' Not necessarily," replied Lee. '' The 

char(J'e \Yill probably be just sttfficient to blo,v 
n hole in the door. There is a risk, of course, 
that the to,ver ,vill be damaged-but it is 
such a solid strt1cture that I doubt if a t,vo­
ton bomb ,vould entirely· ,vreck it. At all 
events, there is on·e thing ,ve n111st do-a11d 
qnickly.'' 

I-le \Vas glad that the old ,valls, l1alf-,yay 
up, had crumbled \Yitl1 decay. The to,ver 
itself ,,·as not greatly ,veakened; and the 
bean1s J1ad already been removed. Lee set 
the exarnple by heavi11g nt the loosened 
stones. {Jndcr his guida11ce, tl1e bo)·S ,vorked 
hard, n11d they b11~lt a rna~si,re stone barrier 
ricrht across the sta1r,, .. a:v, ,v1tl1 loopholes, here 
a;d t.here, for the 11se of firearms. Tl1is stone 
bn rrie1· gre\V rapidly, and Lee sa \\·_ to it tl1at 
it ,vas made strongly. 

1\1:ean,yhile, on-tl1e other side of. the f!lassiv·e 
door Baron von Holtz '""as tak1ncr his o,vn 
me~ures'" All efforts, so far, had. faile~. At 
his orders, his men had carried 1n an 
enormous tree trt1nk, and t.l1is, manned by 
t,\,,o· clozen mi~hty retainers, had been thrt1st 
ngnin and again at the door. Tl1e door shook: 
nnd qui v·erccl, and i11 some places it splintered. 
But it remained ,vhole, and nt last tl10 men 
,vere obliged, by sl1eer exhaustion, t-0 desist. 

.;, Dynamite!" shouted Von Holtz suddenly. 
"It 1s the 011ly certain ,vay. Go, men! 
n ring dJ' na mite ! " 

'' But, master!" protested one of the men. 
'' If we use dynamite tJ1ere is a danger of 
,vrecli:ing t.he castle. People on the l1illsid~, 
below, ,vill hear. Tho ecl1oes are strange 1n 
the valley, and can ,be heard for miles. There 
,vill be inqt1iries,--'' 

'' Protest further, fool, and I'll c11t 011t your 
tonaue I" sr1arled Von Holtz. "Bring dyna• 
mite! Bring dynamite! What if people 
talk 1 Am I not Baron von Holtz? In my 
o\Yn cnstle. I do as I please! Tl1ese Englander 
dogs must be crt1shed-or ,vc shall be 
crushed.'' 

He did not kno,v of t.he heliogrnphing-or 
he might have been even more desperate. 
One or t,vo of his men had. noticed strange 
flashes from the tov;er-top, bt1t they. had not 
11nderstood-and had not e\'en reported. If 
,r on Holt.z had kno,vn of those flashes he 
would have guessed the rest. And his alarm 
,vould have been acute. 
. Dynamite ,vns brougl1t-several stic1{s, for 
1t ,,~as used, occnsionnliyt for blasting pttr• 

poses higher in the mountains ,\~l1en an ava• 
lanche occt11·red-,vhen it ,va.s tl1ought advis­
a.ble to shift dangerous acct1mula-t.ions of rock. 
There .had been no blasti11g £or some years 
nOl\"", but Von Holtz fot111d a supply of dy11a­
n1ite in the castle's magazine. 

The charge ,vas placed at t.he bottoni of the 
door, the long fuses were ignited, and then 
dozens of great mattresses were hastily flung 
egainst t.hc door, to deade11 tl1e explosion and 
t-0 c.~nfine tl1e shook to the door itself. 

The baron a11d his men 1·etired to a great 
dis ta-nee; in fact, they n1nde for one of the 
oiiter doors, and stood in a 11cighbouring 
courtyard to a \Va.it t.he explosio11. 

It came at last. 
Boooom-oooom ! 
The ,·erj' grol111d shook, and some of the 

men shouted in terror, half ex1Jecting a part 
of t-he castle to tumble in 1·tti11s. But nothing 
like that l1appenecl. A 1111111ber of doors '\\'ere 
bt1rst ope11, nnd they crashed back noisil:y. 
Air came 1~ushi11g out like a gale, and ther1, 
after tl1e first shock, der1se smoke rolled 
forth. 

In the to,ver it.self, the boys lYere not much 
affected. A rush of air came sl1ooting ttp the 
stair,vay, but it expended· itself before it got 
half-,vay tip, and the massi,1'e to'\\"er scarcely 
shool, at all. But everybodJ~ ,vas on tenter­
l1ooks. This meant that tl1e door had been 
broken in-and their ref t1ge, far from being 
im1)regna·ble, 110w had to be held at tl1~ point 
of the gun. 

'' Better keep back, bo~.rs, '' ad vised Lee, as 
clouds of pt1nge11t s1noke came rolli11g up the 
stair,vay. Leave this t.o me. Some of yot1 
sl1ould go to the top to see if e\·erything is 
all right -'t'there. You', .. e do11e ,·ery ,vell so 
far, nncl I am IJleasecl ,vi tl1 l'Ot1." -

Lee was half-expecting t11at the enemv 
,vo11ld hui·l explosives at the to,ver-top, 
hoping to gain sttccess i11 that ,,,.ay. EverJ,. 
possibility had to be thot1ght of a11d guarded 
against. Fo1· tl1ere ,vas now no doubt that 
tl1e Baron , .. on Holtz \\'M dete1·mined, at all 
costs, to gain the tipper hand Ql1ickly. Ile 
,~as riot prepared to wait or to take things 
leist1rely. Tl1is day looked like being the 
most hectic of all. 

It l1appened that Willy llandfortl1 was the 
first to reach tl1e battleme11ts, and he found 
:J\.,lr. Kings,vood - bt1sy at his signalling. taking 
no notice of the commotion. 

'' Easy, yo11ng •,1n I"' ,varned the Head. 
'' Don't go near those ottter ,valls The 
beggars ,vill pick yo1t off if ~·ou do.'' 

'' It's safe enottgh on this side, sir," replied 
\Villy, as he cat1tio11sly approached the battle­
ments. '' It faces tl1e ope11 ,·alley, arid there'1 
nothing but a great precipice belo,,T. It's out 
of range of ar1:y ri_fle." 

This ,,,..as trlte e.no11gh. Danger only existed 
on tY."O "sides •~ of t.he to,ver-,vhere they 
faced the castle. In the other direction there 
,vas 11othing bt1t sl1eer space, dropping a,vay 
to the gt1lly far, far beneath. 

\Villy venttired to lean over and stare at 
the tow11 far a,vay. The air was so crystal 
clear tl1at he cot1ld see the red roofs dis­
ti11ct lJ,.. ,\ncl tl1en sn(ldenl:y l,e gre,v rigid. 
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" Alr. Ki11gs,vood 1" he ejaculated sharply. "Dumkopf !'' raged Von Holtz. "Do vou 
think yotl can defy n1e and 'my n1en? J have 
a hu11dred here !'1 

''Sir!" 
"\\11at is it?'' demanded the Head. 
"Co111e l1ere, sir-quick!" 
I\fr. Kings\\"Ood joir1ed him. The next 

1no111er1t he caught his hl'eath i11 with a sharp 
hiss. For, far a\\,.ay, i11 the very heart of 
I-Ioltzl1at1sen, he sa,v a ti11y, flashing point of 
light. 

'' 'They've see11 ! '' gloated Fighting Jim. 
'' Tl1ey've seen-and they're ans,vering.'' 

CHAPTER 9. 
Touch and Go. 

BARON VON HOL'l,Z ,vas one of the 
first to enter the sn1oke-laden atmo­
spl1ere of the castle. Whatever his 
fanaticis1n, whatever 11is brutality, 110 

,vas 110 C'Oward. Du1·ing the Great War he 
had faced death 

" ... '-\nu, si11gle-handed, I can hold this stair­
,vay agai11st ~,.ou all," 1·epliod Lee caln1lv. 
'' At the prese11t 111oment, baron, rnr rifle ·is 
pointing directly at :yotir heart. I shot1ld 
advise you to retire. I am in a ,,ery excited 
condition, and my finger is 11nsteady.'' 

Even the burly soldier ,vinced. 
'' You wot1ld 11ot dare!" he par1ted. "I will 

have you out of this within an ·hour·--'' 
Crack! 
A bullet whistled right past his ear and 

11inged into the ,vall behind him. The 1ncn 
11earll'· fell do,vn tl10 stairs in their sudden 
fright. _ 

"I was afraid of it,'' said Lee with regret. 
"Tl1at fi11ger of 1ni110 trembled a bit to{) 
much. It's a good thi11g I wasn't airni11g." 

Von Holtz 
breathed hard. He fearlessly 011 many 

an occasio11, and 
had, indeed, been 
or1e of tl1e most suc­
cessful commanders 
of tl1e German 
forces. 

Now he led· his 
me11 bacl{ i11to the 
castle, and he was 
tl1c first to approaci1 
the wrecked door. 
His ::atisfactior1 \\·as 
ir1ter1se as he beheld 
the splintered, sag­
ging timbers. 'f he 
ttp11er part of the 

Have you ever heard of Richard 
Bennett ? The Remove Form at 
St. Frank's hadn't-but they very 
soon found that he was a youth to 
be reckoned with ! He made them 

k:new quite v.'ell tl1at 
Lee had fired de­
liberately-that he 
had aimed to miss. 
And it was a ,varn­
ing he coulll 11ot 
safely. ignore. 

'' We shall see!'' 
he 111uttered &av-
agely. SIT UP AND TAKE NOTICE, 

and nm week's St. Frank's story 
will do the same for you ! 

Fumir1g with im­
potenCf3 and rage, 
he went bac!{. 
There was no se11.se 
in taking a11y f11r-

door still l1eld, but all the lower section was 
sl1attered to frag1nents, and there ,vas a great 
gap throttgh v.'hicl1 it "'as possible to ,valk. 

'~ Co111e ! " l1e said shortly. 
Gun in hand, lie adva11ced. Se,·eral of his 

me11 follo,\·ed, but they did not seein to relisl1 
the task. However, to object "',.ould be to 
i11cur their n1aster's Wl"ath-and in his preser1t 
n1oo<l, and i11 this acute sit11ation, he ,vus 
likeJ:y to t11rn his gu11 011 them. 

~""'igl1ting their ,vay througl1 the pungent 
f tln1es, they 111ount.ed the stairs. 

"At -the top, no doubt, they will make a 
slat1tl," exclain1ed the b~ron, as tl1eJl 
ac!va11ced. "\Ve must be ready-and n1t1st 
{igl1t. Remember, there are 011ly t\\"O men­
tl1c rest are bo:ys. Pah ! It should be easy!" 

But less than half-'\\Tay t1p, as he tur11ed a 
be1u.l of the circttlar stairv.·ay, he checked. 
Ile ,vns just i11 advance of the others. The 
air \vas clear here, ·and the baron was 
suddenly faced by a barrier of sto11e, which 
blocked tl1c stairway completely. 

'' No, Von Holtz," saifl a calm, clear voice. 
"I should11't a(lvise yo11 to advance a11y 
fartl1er. It r11ight be dangerot1s. '' 

" Scl1\\"eir1hu11d ! " sho11tecl Von Holtz. 
'' Yot1 arc Lee, yes?" 

Nelson Lee, behi11d the sto11e l>arricade, 
brought V 011 Holtz into range of his rifle. 
. '' Yes," 110 replied. "I'rn afraid, V 011 

1-loltz, th-at your plans have badly miscarried. 
rl1l1ere is no adrnissio11 this way." 

ther chances. And 
,\·hen he thought of the situation he ,va;3 
freshly alarmed. Dyr1a111ite ,,:as t1seless l1ere 
-for r1obody cottld get r1ear er1ottgh to Lee 
to put the explosive i11 positior1. That bar­
ricade, \\·ith a single rifle behind it., ,vas ten 
times more effective tha11 tl1e solid door. -

" What's goi11g to happe11 110w, guv'nor ?'' 
a.s){cd Nipper, ,vho ,vas ,vitl1 the detective. 
"I-Ie's only go11e do~'tl to ,vork out s01ne• 
thi11g i1-1 reply. And 1~11 bet he V\"on't gi,~e us 
111uch rest." 

"As little as possible,'' agreed Nelson Lee 
grimly. " \Ve 111 tist never for get, :young 't111, 

that ,ve are not me1·ely atte111pting to free 
ot1rsel ves fro111 Holtz Castle; this is the 
central headq11arters of the Fellowship of 
}fear, and the baror1 has, I have no doubt, 
1nan~· deadly ,veapo11s at his hand_.'' 

"\\~ell, ,ve1re ready--'' began Nipper .. 
Arid then there ""as a chort1s of excited 

shot1ts. A 11t1mber of fellows came running 
down from the tt1rret-room; and foren1~t 
a111011g them \\"as Willy Handforth. 

",vhat is it?" asked Lee sharply. 
:( They're a11swering, sir-sigr1als from 

IIoltzhause11 I" exclaimed \Villy. "l·Ir. 
I{ingswood ,vould like yot1 to go upi---" 

"1. .. ou'd better go, ~uv'nor, '' broke in 
Nipper. "It may be important. We can 
look after this barricade. After ,vhat's 
happened, Von lf<?ltz isr1-;,t likely to make any 
move for s0111e 111111utes. 
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''Right!'' said Lee.. "I'll trttst you.'' 
He hastened a\\TaJ·, a11d ,vl1en he joined 

lt'ightin-g Jim on the battlements he found 
the athletic young llead signnlling qt1ickly if 
shali:ily. 
. "You '<l better take it,'' l1e said, handing 
the mir1·oi- to Lee. "Tl1e:r signalled j11st 
noYl. I oouldn' t understand it properly, btit 
I believe the question was ' Where are you?' 
I'm 1·epl~~ing tl1at l\'e are prisoners,--'' 

''Good," said I~ee. '' Let me fi11ish. '' 
He started a~ain and Morsed the message: 

"Prisoners n1a111 to,ver. Desperate plight. 
Ser1cl help." Arid, sure enougl1, a flashi11g 
point of Jight appeared immediately after­
,vards, a11d the one l\~ord ,vns heartening, for 
it ,vas "Comi11g." 

'' Well, that's tl1at," said Nelson Lee with 
a half-sn1ile. 

"By Jove, l\fr. J...,ee, you'l-~e done ,,,.onders !'' 
said lligl1ting Jin1, as he cla~ped Lee's ha11d. 
"This l1eliograph idea ,vas brilliant, for it 
has enabled us to spa11 the miles \\'ithout 
telepl1ones or telegraphs. \Vl1at do you 
suppose tl1ese people i11 the to,,,.n \\?ill do?" 

"It is impossible to sn~r," nns,,,.ered Nelson 
I,ee. "Bt1t all ,ve car1 clo is to ,vait. And, 
mean,vhile, \\'e must keep Von Holtz an<I 
his mcr1 bncl~ at all costs. So far they don't 
l{nO\V tl1at ,ve have got in tottch ,vith the 
outside \\'Oriti. It's ra11k carelessness on their 
part,-and if the baron hin1self had been 
out-of-doors he \\'ould 11a ve I t,vigged ' long 
ago. They might send a fe,v police 11p l1ere 
to n1ake inquiries-and tl1at, in itself, ,vo11ld 
gi\,.e Von lloltz pattse. But it's fn1~ mo1·e 
Ii kely tl1ey' II take more drastic steps, for yott 
must rernember that the ,1rl1ole of E11ro1Je is 
}1unti11g for t.he 1nissing scl1oolbo~'.Ps; the 011t• 
c1·~, against tl1e Fellowsl1ip of Fea1· is general. 
I hope the:y get into immediate tottcl1 ,, .. ith 
England." 

Lee clid not ,Yaste a11y f t1rther time. There 
,,,.us 11othing more for l1im to do 11p here 
no,v. A)reatiy the situation ,, .. as completely 
cl1angecJ. l~ess than an ho11r ngo they had 
bee11 ctat off completely from outside help. 
No,v, by n1ear_1s of tl1e st111, tl1ey had 
comn1u11icatecl their dramat.ic message. 

Lee l1t1r1·ie<l do,vn to tl1e barricade, and 
f,Jur1cl ever:ytl1ing qt1iet. Handforth a11d the 
others talked excitedly ,\·l1en tl1ey hearcl the 
11e,\·s. 'l'hings ,,·ere begin11ing to look bright 
nt last. Not 011e of the bo:vs f11lLv l'enlised • • 
110,v 11ear to co1nplete st1ccess tl1e baron's 
pla11s l1nd been. Only by tl1e t1nbot1nded 
e11terprise a11d energ:y of Nelson Lee had t.l1e 
pnrty been saved tl1us far. 

T IIE bnron recei,l"ed the disastrous ne,vs 
,vhcn he was emerging from tl1e 
broken door, .. ~ay after his defeat on 
the stairs. One of the men from out• 

si<le-a man \\·ho had come from son1e distance 
-reported that l1e had see11 stl'ange flashings 
from the to\ver battlements. 

''Flashings?" repeated_ \T 011 Holtz in1-
pntiently. '' Is this a ti1ne to l1otl1cr 111e ,vitl1 
trifles? Do 11ot forget tl1ere are ho_ys llp 
there, an~ they '"·ere perl1a1Js pln~~ing son1e 
abs11rd trick--" 

.. Bt1t, master, t!1e flasl1es were legulnr, '' 
i11sisted tl1e 111ar1. '' There ,vere short flasl1es 
ancl lo11g flashes.,.,. 

'' Gott in Hin1mel ! "' ejact1lat~d the bnro11, 
l1is face tur11i11g haggard. "~Iorse- code! 
Then they J1a ve bee11 signalling!" Tl1e shock 
was all tl1e greater because of its 11nexpectecl­
ness. '' But, 110,v? TJ1ey· l1ave· no Jamp or 
searchlight \\·itl1 \Vhicl1 to make flashing 
signals.'' 

., l\Iaster, the)' tool~ tl1e n1irror from tl1e 
batr1-room. '."' said I va11. 

A11d ther1, of course, it ,,·as all explair1ed . 
Von Holtz, grey with anxiety and apprehe11• 
sion, cur.sed l1is men rottndly·, and paced itn• 
patiently ltp and do,vn. He knew that if the 
St. Frank's party ,vas rescued he ,vo1.1ld be 
1 .. uined. For tl1e boys could tell so much that 
tl1ere ,vould be no doubt as to his connection 
with the Fe110,vsl1ip of Fear. Under no cir­
c11msta11ces n1tLst the prisoners be found i11 
his castle. 

.. There is only one thing to do," he m1.1t­
tered. '' \\t e must get tl1em Otlt-yes, ancl 
l1ide tl1em. Then. if searchers come, I shall 
latigh at the ,vl1ole story. A servant playing 
a joke-nothir1g else. Bt1t ltt1less I get tl1e-rn 
ottt quickly it \vill be too late. I dare not 
at-tempt to clelay possible ·visitors, for that 
,,~otild make the111 sttspiciotts." 

He ,vas read)r, then, to kill ey·ery mem­
ber of the pal'ty. IIis ,:-er~y safety ancl the 
life of his fello\\·sl1ip ,Yas at stake. He 
seriottsly n1i&.;ed the presence of i11tellige11t 
assistnnce-n1en stlch as Cott11t Petrass a11d 
Boris V cnner. Bt1t for ,veeks he had livecl 
alone, i11 orcler to cut l1imself complctels· 
a ,va):r-ou t,vardl,·-frorn the f cllo,, .. ship move· 
1nent. By means of l1is 8ecret. ,virelcss he. 
had been in constant touch ,\·ith l1is various 
brancl1es, n11d regt1larly· sent fortl1 instrt1c­
tior1s. 

'' There is only 011e ,vay," l1e snid at lengtl1. 
'' The poisotl gas." _ 

'' But, master, tl1at V\1 ill mean death," pro­
tested one of the others. 

'' No, fool ! " snarled the baron. .. It v.·ill 
drive tl1em to the open air-to the battle­
ments., ancl -th~re ,ve can trap tl1em. '' 

He gave rapid orders. Far do\l·n the 
valley, in a rriottna:ain l111t, there ·v.,,as a 
supply of cleadly poison gas. It ,vas stored 
tl1cre for a clefinite pt1rpose-to be used 
mo11ths l1ence, ,,·lien the fello\vship ,,,as read)· 
to bring off a big. cottp. One cJ·linder '\\"oulct 
be st1fficient.. l\'le11 ,vere dispatched to fetcl1 
_ it wit l1 o t1 t de I av. .., 

Bttt eve11 t.he fetching of it occi1pied t.wo 
ft1ll hours, and mennwJ1ile the baron made 
his fi11al preparations, and tl1e besieged party 
kept a close ,vatcl1 on the stnin,,.ay and from 
the battlements.·· The lt1ll made Nelson Lee 
sttspicioltS; for he was ccrtni11 tl1at mischief 
\\"8S brewing. 

'' I don't like it, Jim," 110 said co11fi­
dentially to Mr. Kings,:i1ood. "It. ,vo11lcl be 
n thottsnnd pities_ if ,ve failed n t tl10 last 
hotlr." 

'' B11t 110\v car1 ,ve fail no,,·? Will the 
baro11 11se more explosives?'' 
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"That's a possibility, although I doubt if 
he \\?ill again use that method,'' replied Lee. 
'' If only we ca.n hold out--'' 

H·e broke off suddenly and held up a warn­
ing finger. 

''Listen!,, he m11ttered. '1 What's that?" 
They were on duty behind the stone barri• 

cade, their rifles ready. There had been no 
sound from belo,v. · The boys, up in the 
tt1rret-room, were preparing a meal, for it 
was now getting towards midday, and they 
,, .. ere all htlngrr. They felt that there waa no 
reason to co11ser-ve the stores, and they could 
pick and choose. As a rest1lt, they ,vere pre­
paring a meal mainly cor1sisting of potato 
cakes and pickles. 

"I don't hear anything," said 1'1lr. Kings­
,,?ood, puzzled. 

But then he started. He did hear some­
thing. A Jo,v, mysterious hissing, like an 
escape from a steam locomotive, only much 
more st1bd11ed. 

'' Look there!" muttered Lee r,;uddenly. 
A vi}e.Jooki11g> yellov.'ish -clo11d of ,?apour 

,Yas ,vreathing rot1r1d the bend of the stair­
,vay, creeping ttp t-0,vards the barricade. 
Obviot1sly, a cylinder of gas had been opened 
just rottnd the bend, and the dra1-1gl1t "'?as 
now carrying the gas up,•lards, ancl it ,vas 
getting thicker and thicker every ·moment. 

"So that's tho game 1 '' mutterecl ~.,ighti11g 
Jim. '' They're going to render 11s all sense­
less by . that stuJJcfying gas of theirs. But 
it's a mad idea. \\te can reach the ope11 
air--'' . 

''Not so mad,,~ broke i11 J .. ee sharply. 
'' For ,ve shall be compelled to alJa11dor1 the 
barricacle, and--'' 

He broke off and co11ghed sucldc11ly, and 
at the same second he t1ttered a crJ' of pain. 
}?or a tiny ,visp of t.he gas had ca11ght him­
and then he knew the deadly tn1th. 

"Back-Jim-back!" he- croaked hoa1·sely. 
'' This is not the gas we ha,,.e already san1p1ed 
-but deadly poison gas! One ft1ll breath 
of it ,vould mea11 death!'' 

'' Good heavens!" muttered ~Ir. Kings-
wood. . 

011ly in the nick of time did he stagger 
back,va1·ds avoi<ling a c11rling p11ff of the 
·vapour. Like 1nacl they raced ttp the stairs, 
and ,vhen they reached the top Lee slammed 
the cloor which led into the tttrret-room and 
called ttrgentl[ to the ·boys to comP- for\ivard 
,vit-h scraps o torn shirts, and anything el.se 
that could be used as packing. rrho cracks 
rot1nd the door \\'ere hastily filled tip. 

'' It's poisq.n gas, boys-vile, deatl1-dealing 
stuff which ,vill annihilate us all t1111ess we're 
ca ref 111," said Lee grimly. '' Eve11 a 1nuch 
diluted whiff of it wil] bring ttnconscious-­
ness-and 1ater, pneun1onia and blindness. 
It's ghastiy. It has a way of pe11ctrating the 
most mi11ute cracl{s and crevices, a11d--" 

'' I can smell somet,hing r11mmy no,v, sir,'' 
mt1ttercd Handforth. 

They were all standing in the t11rret-roon1. 
· Food was forgotten. They \Vere beginning 

to feel a painful smarting of t.he e:yes ancJ 
a chokiness in their throats. Then Nipper 

. 
pointed sharply, and the mystery was ex­
plained: The packing they hrad thrust under 
the door crevice some minutes earlier had 
gone! 

"Otttside to the roof!,, shouted Lee. 
'' It~s our only chance!'' 

Everything was ir~vimming before his eyes. 
He co11ld not understand how that packing 
_had become dislodged, for he had seen to it 
personally. And then, as they were all 
cro,vding t1p the narro,v stairway which led 
to the battlements, they saw the door crash 
open ,~;ith 1nighty force. A burst of dense, 
yellowish fog poured in, threatening to en­
gulf_ them. And with it came grotesque 
figt1res, armed with at1tomatic pistols. They 
,vere V 011 Holtz and his men-wearing gas 
masks. One of them, no dou-bt had crept 
to the door, aad had poked the packing 
a,vay-a cunning move, designed to gas the 

• prisoners ttnawares. 
Only ir1 the nick of time did they escape­

J.Jee going up the stairs ]ast, holding his 
breath, ar1cl stttmbling out into the ope11 with 
t.ightl:~r closed eyes. _}Je just managed to 
slam the heavy do,Jr, and then he stumhled 
for,\·ard. The others ,vere reeling about. 

Then st1dden1y a lo\V drone ,vas heard. 
Direct.I}' overhead a_ po\verft1l aeroplane was 
flJ'Ping ! It \Vas S\voop:ng do,vn lo"".,, and it.A 
cal>in cloor stoocl \\'ide open, and a man stood 
there. A significant fact v.·as that the machine 
carriccl tl1e 1111mistaka ble circles of the British 
Ro;yal Air Force! 

WATCH FOR THIS COVER! 

OUT NEXT WEDNESDAY/ 
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All the boy5 \\"ere " .. ildly ,vaving, and the 
man in the door\\ray, holding on tightly ,vith 
one hand, "·a ved back. It ,\'as one of the 
fastest scout machines in the ,vorld-a ne,v 
type with an enclosed cabi11, and it had evi­
dently been se!lt over by the British authori• 
ties in reply to telegraphed messages from 
lloltzhause11. .~11d the machine had come to 
do some scout111g-to make sure tlJat the 
report was at1the11t.ic.. 

\Vith a zooming roar the 'plane sped otI 
do,vn the valley, for the pilot and observer 
could now be under no misapprehe11sion. 
They had seen the lost party ,vith their own 
eyes-and they n1ust have kno,vn that the 
.situation ,vas desperate. 

Even no,v. ho,vever, it seemed that help 
\\'ould arrive too late. 

For, ,vith a crashing of splintering '\\"OOd­
\\"Ork, · the upper door ga\Te ,\·ny, and the 
enemy burst through, accompanied bjp further 
clot1ds of that deadly gas-,\·hich, at Jast, was 
findir1g its nat11ral outlet. 

''Back-back!:, panted. Lee. '' No, boys­
this ,vay I" 
, There ,vas one spot in ,vhich thej· could 
seek safety-\\'here they ,~tould be quite clear 
of the viciot1s vapo11r, if only the \\·ind held in 
its present direction. 

But this entailed certain capture. 
Crouching back, dizzy and half blincled, 

they ,vert! able to put· up scarcely a11y fight. 
Nelso11 Leo and Kings,vood tried hard, bttt 
they were rapidly· overpo,•rered. \\1ithi11 three 
minutes they ,,·ere all l1eld by the masked 
men. ..And by this time, mercifull)1

, the rest 
of the vapour had poured ot,t and had become 
dissipated. At last Von Holtz ,vas able to 
remove his own gas mask, and he tore it off 
,vith a great exclamation of triumph. 

'' Zo, my friends!'' he said, hie eyes burning 
n1adly. ·• You have given me much trouble, 
yes! Bttt your pla11s have failed, and you are 
again my prisoners. When help con1es you 
,vill have gone. We, in Holtz Castle, will 

.. have no ]{noV\·ledge of you--" 
"Master ,t is too late for that!" exclaimed , 

Paul hoa1·scly. "An aeroplane came over 
not five minutes ago, and the men aboard 
her sn\v ever;·thing !" 
. ''Look!,: called 011t a11other man, pointing. 
Far a \Va~·, in the distance, tl1ey could see 

s01ne tiny ff ashes on tl1e pine-clad hillside. 
Tl1c l'oad ,vound its \\·ay along there, and 
tl1 is ,vas a spot ,vhe.rc the sunshine slanted 
1·lgr1t do\v11. Von Holtz \\"as an oltl soldier, 
arid he kne,v exactly ,,,hat that sight n1eant. 
A strong colutnn of soldiers marching to· 
v.'ards the castle-and the flashes ,,rere caused 
by the sunligt1t glinting on the baJro11ets ! 

In that n1oment h~ kne,v, i11. all truth, that 
it ,vas t<.>o late. He had regained the posi­
tion-he l1ad recaptured his prisoners-only 
to find that they had got the better of him. 
For during their brief spell of liberty tl1ey 
l1nd cornr11unicated their position to the world 
-nnd the ,vorla ,va~ ans,,·ering. 

. '' Then they shall die!'' vo,ved Von Holtz, 
his rage bursting forth like that of a n1aniae. 
Since ,ve cannot get tl1cru a \\ray, they shall 

suffer the full penalty. Seize the boJ·s fir~t ! '' 
he \\"ent on, poi11ti11g. '' Take them, one by· 
one, and fling thern o, .. er the batt.Ieme11t.s ! " 

His 1nen recoiled. He ,vas poi11ting to the 
battle111ents bej·o11d ,...-hich lay a sl1cer drop 
of a thousand teet to tl1e rocky gorge. 

His men excl1a11gccl frightened glances. 
,vit.l1 goldiers 1narcl1ing on tl1e e:astle, it 
,vould be maflness to comn1it tliis senseless 
series of 1n11rder.s. They ,vottld be hopelessly 
involved, ancl t.heir live3 \\'Ottld pay the 
f orf ei t. 

"No, master'.' ,ve \\·ill 11ot obeJ~," 8aill one 
of the n1c11 .stubbor:1lv. "It is too latC1. l.,et 
t.hern live. If we kill tl1em as :you Sa)", it 
\\·ill bring disaster upon ttS all--~' 

Cracl, ! 
The baron's automatic spat viciously, arid 

tl1e unfortltnate · man ,,l'l10 had bec11 protest-­
ing crumpled to tl1e roof. clutchiug at l1is 
shottlcJer. I-le had been badly ,vinged­
a l though not fatallJ-'. Tl1at act of 1·ttthless• 
11ess ,vas enougl1 for ·the others. 

\\i"Yith 011e accord the:y hurled themsel,pcs 
at Von Holtz, arid he, leapi11g back, mis­
judged his dista11ce. He struck agai11st the 
lo,-.· bat,tlemcnt jt1st ,vhere there ,vas a deep 
gap. \Vith a \\"ild screa1n of fear he t1·icd 
to cl1.ttcl1 at the l1igher stone\\"Ork~ but f_ailed. 
He toppled ove:r back,\·ards-ana vanished. 
His scl"ea1ns came ttp for so1ne seconds, gro,v­
ing fainter and fainter ns he fell sheer-­
Then silence. 

\Vitl1 one accord the men 
do,vn through the to,ver. 
ancl lf1r. Kings,vood a11d 
boJ·s \\'ere alo11e. 

tt1rned and raced 
And Nelson I~ee 
the St. lt~rank's 

V()N HOLTZ ,vas liilled instantly.' The 
castle \.\"as surrounded and captured. 

· Tl1c • men had been sensible in reft1sing 
to take an" hand in the baron's last 

desperate plan. They ,vere able to plead that 
they only obe:red their master's orders. And, 
Jater, tl1ey all disavov1ed all kno,vledge of 
the Fcllolvship of Fear-and their con­
nection \\~it,h the fellol\"ship, in fact, ,vas never 
p1·oved. 

But Nelson I ... ee's inte11sive search of the 
castle, aicled by tl1e German police, led to the 
discovery of docttments ,v11ich implicated men 
in every European capital. Acting upon this 
information~ the Fello,vship of Fear v.·as 
smashed to destructio11. Ht1nclreds of men 
were arrested a11d tl1ousa11cls of others fled. 
As a menace to society, t.he fello,vship ,vas 
at an end. 

The St. 14~rank's fcllo,vs. of cotirse, \\"ent 
l1ack in triumJlh, to be given a great \Yelcorne 
at tl1e old school. And Nipper, for the ti1no 
being, at least, kept his old place as cnptn.in 
of tl1e Ren1ovf.•-"\\~hilst Nelson Lee occ11pied 
l1in1self with the firlal rounding-up of the 
once da11gerot1s Fello,,~ship of Fear. 

THE END. 

( A n1agnificent series of .~I. li1•ranl~ 's 
stories starts nc:rt Jf'cdnes,lay. Don't 'lniss 
the first grand 11am: '' l\llPPI,:R--ltlEJI' 
R<>I' ! '' lt 's n tt"Ot(' I 01'tler YO Ult 
'' l\lelson l~ce '' no,u.) 
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Concluding Chapters Of Our Fine Story Of The Great War! 

-

, 

The Prisoner I 

M ON'l'Y hacl n1oro food, a11d sto\Yccl 
yet n1ore a \""i."ay ir1 his pocket:-. f-Iu 
,va~ planning things rapic.ll)r, des­
}leratcl.Y 110\V. Ile n1eau t to reS<~HP 

8eto11 if ho conlcl, ·b11t if that \\·r1 rP deni<-d 
hin1 J10 ,von Id go north. a rul g- Pt the 
rr,emorised formula 011t of Gern1-any to 
England, at all costs. Tl1is train off er€<] him 
a ,vor1derful ,vay of e.scape, a.nd he ,vas de­
tern1inecl to grasp it. 

Fivo mi111.1tes after Dent.on hacl· gone to 
con1mt1nicate \\'ith the other men1bers of 
~Ionty's secret organisation, ~fonty himself 
left the hut. He pcer·ed ro11nd the doorp~t 

• 

Monty Merriman, British Secret 
Service Agent, and Captain Seton 
escape from a German prison camp 
and attempt to reach the frontier. 
Unfortunately, Seton falls into the 
enemy's hands again. Monty, 
meanwhile, reaches the railway, 
with the help of another Secret 
Service agent, and arranges to 

boa.rd the next train. 

an(J sa,v the armed sentry· JJac-ing along the 
,vall beside the line. Ile l1ad hi.s bacI~ turned 
to\vards the hut, so :\Ionr.y darted out and 
a,,·ay to the dc11se shado,,·s under a line of 
trucks. 

The sidings ran a.11n0t:it llp to the~ station. 
I-le made his progress secretly l1)r tl1eans of 
cra,v]ing along ur1der the trt1cks, bet.,veen 
the metals. 

He could not m?ve so f a_st_ thn t ,vn}"", hut 
he ,vas more certa1r1 of avo1d1ng . noti<'e. He 
dre,v nearer ancl nearer to thf' fitntion, \\·here 
the passenger train stood. Th0 express had 
come right across Germany, and still harl a 
hl1nclr~d or 1nore miles to go. rJ.,h is ha] t. ,vns 
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(or the purpos~ of changing engines, making 
connections, and giving the military a chance 
to search t-he trair1. 

Monty. wanted to b~ard the _train after t~e 
military had done the11· search111g. It wasn t 
going to be easy. He kne,,~ that, without 
shirking the is.511e.. He cra,vled on his ,vay, 
ond it seemed like ages. He ,vas afraid the 
train· would start off before he could reach 
it. Ho,v he would board it ttnseen he did 
not ](now. He would have to ·be guided by 
circumstances as the); arose. 

And one circumstance arose on which he 
had not bargained. There ,vas an engine on 
the end of the trucl{ beneath which he was 
crawling. Tl1e signal must ha\~e dropped, for 
tl1c cngi11e shrieked, \\·l1eezed,- and began to 
move. An axle stl'·uck ?tio11ty's head and 
flung him do,vn on· his face. 

1"hnt undoubtedly saved his life. The 
trucks rumbled over him, and nlI he could do 
\\~as to lie still. But it rttined his cha.nces of 
rcachiug th<.-- sta,tiou, llll$Cen,, as lie tl1ougt1t. 

But s11ddenly he had an idea. He reached 
up at tl1e iron under-carriage of the last truck .. 
One hand grasped a coupling-iron, the other 
found a bnr of t.he axle supports. He lifted 
himself clear of the ground nnd v.·as carried 
nlong with Lhe train. 

Turuing J1is head, he \\'aited t1nt.il he sa,v 
that the goods trai11 ,vas passing tl1rottgh the 
sta~i911 or1 - a line i1nmcdiately beside the 
,,..-a1 t111g express. 

'£he11 Monty let himself drop. He crashed 
do,,·11 011 the tarred sleepers ar1d Jay still, 
hopi11g he had fallen clear of the \\,.heels. In 
a flash the last truclt had passed on, arid lie 
,vas safe-for n time. 

1-Ie had to roll si(le,vays, over a rail, a11d 
lny still in tl1e sl1atio\v l1eneath the running­
bc>ard of the CX}Jress. He listened and gazed 
all about hi1n. 1~he 011posite platform ,vas 
deserted and the ligl1ts ,vere dimmed. I-le 
had 11ot l1eer1 seen as yet. 

l\lonty scrambled t1r1der t.he express to the 
platform side, arid ca~1tiously poked l1is head 
tip between t}1e rur1n111g-boar(l .and the plat­
fo1"'n1. I-le sa,v the n1ilita1·~y boarding the 
train for tl1e senrch nt the gt1ard's van end. 

fie bobbed do,vn again and \\?aited. He 
heard the men's feet after a time as they 
·pas5cd dow11 tl1e corridor nncl into the next 
carriage l>)' tl1e connecting, telescopic 
passage. The gt1a1~d's ,•an ,vot1ld 11ot be 
entered b:y the soldiers agai11. 

.. .\nothcr peep told Monty t.hat tl1e g11ard 
,vits out 011 tl1e platform con,rersing '\\-"ith the 
station-master. It '\\'BS a chance. l\fonty 
",.ent to the far side of t.he ,ran, cla,ved up 
to the door. 'l,lle '\\1 indo,v ,vas open and 11ot 
~arrcrl. He dal'ed not risk opening the door 
1n case the click of the heav:y latch shot1ld 
b~tray hi1n, so he squeezed throt1gl1 the open 
,v1ntlo,v, thanking l1is Juel,)• sta1·s that h-is­
arcl uot1s life l<ept hitn slim. 

The van was piled high ,vitl1 luggage and 
~oods of all sorts. lie era ,,v]ed hastily to the 
fat· cor1~er and dug a l1icling-place for · him­
self beh!nd several sacks of merchandise. He 
l1a<l no idea whnt ,,·n~ in the sacl{, and didn't 
care. lie got n hole be11ind them large 

enough £01· hirr1 to e:rouch i11. . Ile l1aulecl a 
tru11k: on tl1e top of tl1e aJ"J('rtttre ancJ lny 
still, \\·aiting. 

In all his adve11tures l1e l1ad hardly· 11oticed 
the passage of time. He had er1terecl tha 
to\\'n in broad dal"light, ,vith Dick Seton -dis­
guisecl ns a \\"0111an. No,v it ,vas night, and 
1nt1cl1 · l1nd l1appened. 

He had no idea \\'here Dick: ,vas. Dc11to!i 
had voiced tl1e opinio11 that lie ,,Tott Id travel 
,vith Kal111 011 this trai11 for the north. That 
n1igl1t prove cor1·ect or f nlse. l\1ont.J,,. had 110 

1neans as :yet of learning the t1·uth. He l1ad 
to Le guided by circun1stances ns the~·· arose, 
and tliat .,vas wl1at l\1ont:y did not - care a 
lot about. Ile liked to Ja~v his plar1s ,,Tell 
beforeha11d, if he could. ... 

Eventually the ,,,.histle sou11decl, me11 
shouted, tl1e e11gine sl1r1el(ccl, and tl1e t.rain 
rnovt:ll out of the stat.ion. Tl1e guard lea1lt 
on the runrJing·-board, st.ood there till the 
train ,vas clear of tl1e platform, then came 
int-c the va11, closing tl1e cloor behi11d him. 
'l'l1e ligl1ts sped past the '\\·ir1do,,·s, and then 
came blackr1ess outside,, a11d 011ly a fa int 
gli1i-1mer in the ,·an fro111 the light in the 
roof .. 

"l,l1e guard had l1is bacl{ tt1rr1ed to,vards 
tl1e pileli 1nerchandise. I-le ,vas bt1S~" making 
up l1is ti1ne sheets. l\Io11t.y kne,\r that he 
mttst be ready to act l1efore tl1e express 
passed Sznither's sigr1al-llox at Kopfe, t,ve11t.~, 
miJes to tJ1e r1ortl1. \\;'l1at he had to do must 
be cJ011e nt 011ce. 

CnutiotislJ· he· slid tl1e trunk aside. It 
slithered ancl bt11111)ed. The guard ttirned J1is 
hcacl, btit sa,\" 11otl1ing suspiciotts. He ,vent 
l)ack: to l1is tirne sheets, cursing tinder his 
Qreath nt porters ,vl10 sto,\·ecl luggag& so that 
tl1e l,1tmping of tJ1e train clistttrbed it all. 

But tl1e hole ,,Tas free for l\lont:y no,v. He 
leverecl l1i1nself 11p o,·er tl1e sac.ks. For a 
seco11ll lie ()oised tl1ere, then lie j u1nped 
clo,,·11. 1-Iis feet padded on the floor once, 
a11cl lie learJt agai11, coming clo,vn _on t.he 
gt1arll's back, or1e l1ancl clapJJed over the 
ma11;s rr1out.l1 to stifle l1is cries. 

It ,vas qt1ick: and accurate. He brot1gl1t l1is 
clencl1ecl fist clo\v11 on tl1e 1nan's head arid 
dnzed him, dragged l1im to the floor, tttrned 
hin1 on l1is Lack, knelt on l1im, still half­
choki11g hi1n· b:y tl1e pressure of one l1and on 
moutl1 arid 11ostrils. Tl1e11 lie clrove l1is fist 
to the ja,,.. in 011e s,vift, terrific blo,,·, and 
the gttarcl ,vas senseless. 

The tl1underi11g of tl1e train l1id all noise . 
l\IontJ· ,vorkecl rapid)~-, t~,.ing tl1e rnan's l1ands 
ancl feet nnd gagg·ing l1im, then l1a11led him 
over the J)iled luggage to the hole tl1at had 
concealed hi1n, a11d slid the trur1k in positiorl 
over tl1e apert11re. 

On tl1e }1ook in a corner l111ng tl1e guard's 
hig overcoat a11d a peaked caJl. Vlit.h that 
~fonty l1ad to be content. Tl1e nigl1t ,vas 
cold e11ough, so tl1at no 0110 ,vo1.1ld questio11 
t.l1e coat. Ile put it on, and hoped no 011e 
,,Tonld see his feet and legs belo,v it. Tl1e 
pealierl CL'tp fitted him ,veil. 

And, tl1us disgt1ised, l1e ,·entured into the 
corridor and n10\red up tl1e s,\"a:ving t.rain. 

1,lie 11asseng-crs ,, .. ere settling c10,-v11 to sleetJ 
thro11gl1 tl1P nig-l1t, and pnirl no l1eed to tl1c 
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gttard, ,, .. ho leisurely went along the corridor. 
~Ionty peered into every compartment, but. 

every ti1ne his heart sa11k. Not t1ntil he ,vas 
alrnost in the front of the. train did he fincl 
,\,hat he l1ad J1oped to find. 

J)ick Seton was on the . train! 
1\1011ty walked_ slowly past the compart­

n1e11t. He sa~,. Dick in the far corner, ,vhite­
f aced and stern. By the corridor · side sat 
t\vo armed privates, their guris bet,1ieen their 
l{r1ees. Opposite Dick sat He.inrich Kahn 
l1imself, Jaughir1g and tatinting his prisoner, 
sho,\'ing l1in1, in the palm of his fat hand, a 
gro~11 btt tton I _ 

~Ionty passecl on. Dick Seton had g·lancefl 
.straight at him, b11t had given no sign of 
recog11i tio11. 

It was a difficult task Monty had before 
hi1l1. - l"wo armed privates and Heinricl1 
I{o.1111 to get past before he . co11ld rescue 
Dick Seton and get hi1n off the trai11 ! 

Coulcl he do it? ' 
He '"·as determined to try. 

--
One for Heinrich. 

selves 11p to slumber ,vith very little ind11cc­
ITien t.. 

Kahn \Vas still talking, and l\Ionty.· ~eard 
a fc\v ,vords. 

'' If yo1.1 will not re,~eal the formt1la, or its 
\Yhereabonts, to 11s, ~;ou ,vill never have the 
chance to tell yoitr o,vn people. Tho fact 
t.hat .)"'Ott do not ,vorry about being ro­
cnptt1red cat1 only n1ear1 t-ha t jrour cornpanio11 
-the mysterj~ ma11 of t}1e British Secret 
Ser_vice-hns been told the secret. There­
fore, \\"e m11st rt.111 hin1 to earth, as ,vell. He 
,vill find it impo~ible to got 011t of 
Germany." . 

"It isn't ·safe to say that things are i1n­
possiblc for him!'' retorted J)icl~ coldl:r. "He 
has f 09le£l )·ou more t11a11 011ce. '' · 

A crtlcl gli11t can1e into Kah11's blue eJ·es. 
"He has tricked tts-J a! But he v-1 ill not 

al\vays triclc us. I have n1et- hi1n se,reral 
times. I kno,v l1in1 to be a clev·er spy, 
although I -do not kno,v his na1ne. Still, ,ve 
fu"tall catch him in the c11d-an·d then-the end 
for him!"· 

He made an expre."sive gesture \vith his 
hands that could only mean 011c thi11g for 

M ONTY <Jared not pnt1se at t.he door- llonty if he ,vere caught-a blar1k ,vall an-d 
,vay of the compartment in which firing party-arid that v.rithot1t a11y \vaste of 

· Diclc Seton .sat facing Heinrich time. 
Kahn. l\lonty was -impersonating l\1011ty ,va.sn't ,,·orr:ying abot1t that, how­

the gtrard, ,vho might easily have been known ever. He ran 1that 1·isk every day of his 
personally to many of the :passengers, and life while on enem:y terl'itory, and there were 
v1ould for certai11 be f amil1ar with other many 1nore men in the same positior1. 
officials who might be on the train. \\'~hat caused __ ~fonty n1ore pert11rbatio11 

-There never had been a disguise more tha.n his o,vn po~ib)o capture "'·as the fact 
frat1ght ,vith danger for ~Ionty. 8t1t he had ,,·hich he had looked for and obser,,.ed, that 
fo\.1nd Dick. That was something. But ,,·ith Dick 8cton was handcuffed! That con1pli­
Kahn seated opposite h.is prisoner, and t,vo cated n1atters somewhat. 
armed privates by the door on the corridor \\tho had the key to the bracelets? He 
siqe, there seemed precious little chance of stt1died the t.\\·o arn1ed privates. They were 
a rescue. 011ly privates, and riot ov-er intelligent at 

lfonty \\·ent on his way along the s,va:ying that. It v.'as extremely clo11btful tlia.t Kahn 
~orridor, to the end of the train. O,ving to ,,·ould tr11st t.he1n .to do an)·t.hing n1ore than 
the late hour, the passe11gers ~~ere sleepy and mere gt1arding. 1-t scemccl al111ost certain 
little inclined to bother their heads a,bot1t that the .J<ef of the har1dcuffs ,vo1-1ld be fo11nd 
the gt1ard. Ancl two rail,vay men at tho end on Kahr1 himself. 
,vere already fa.st asleep. _ _ l\Ionty dared not clelay his ,valk along the 

St1ch lift.le details helped considerably, and trai11. He oontin11ed on to the gt1ard's van 
:\Ionty retraced his steps to,va1·ds the gttard's a11d sat clo\vn to thir1k. The real guard had 
v~n at the end of the train. He ,\-as doubly recovered consciousr1ess ~nd was ,vriggling 
cautiot1s no,v, a11{l his brain "?as ,vorking abot1t in his prison behind the staclis of -bag­
rapidly. He adopted the s,v.irtg of a man gage. His boncls ,vere too ,vcll secured to 
acc1ustomcd to s,vaying trains, and tried his permit him movi11g his hands or feet, but -he 
11tmost to appear as cast1al as a g11ard ,vot~ld l)lt111ged tl1i.'i ,vay arid that. in an effort- to 
be. give the alarm. Fort1111ately, the gag pre-

But he ,vas pt1r1Josely setting himself out. 1 vented him shout.ing. 
to take stock · of the situatior1. His puco IVIonty \\·cnt over as 11ear his corner as he 
slackened as he approached the compartment could. • 
,n ,vhich sat Dick Seton ,vit.h his armed '' I should keep quiet, if I were J~ot1," be 
gaolers, and he turned his head so that., as he said, i11 excellent Gcrrna11. '' I a1n really 
passed, he cot1ld obse1·vo all there ,vas to be clcsperate and shall not hesitate to kill yo11 
,sec11 ,vithot1t appearing to be too inqt1i.si- if :ro11 t,h \\·art me ir1 1ny plans. Yott 11nder-
tive. stand?" 

llis keen eyes 11oted several facts. Firstly, The man cot1ld henr ~f he co11ld not sho11t., 
both the arn1ed privates-seated one on each and there \\·as something so cool, resolttte 
side of the corridor door, ,vith their -rifles, and determined in. l\Io~ty's rat.her refined 
baJ-ronets fixed, steadied bet\veen their knees accents · that he realised it ,vo11ld be safer to 
-\vere very \\·eary. Their e:relitls drooped cattse 110 t.rot1bl~. The frantic str11ggles 
hE:a, .. ily and their heads ,vere inc.lined to nod. ceased, n11d save for the tht111d,~rir1g of car-­
But £01· the presence of I-lerr I~ie11tenant riage ,vheels !)11 the metals, there ,vas not a 
llQir1-ricl:t Kahn they ,vot1lfl have giYen the1n- sou11d nt ,vh 1ch ):lonty 11eed be alar1ned. 
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Ho sat do\vn on a trttnk and tl1011ght mat­
tcre ot1t. The train ,vas no,v travelling at 
top s1lced through the night, and at that rate 
the twenty miles to the signal-box at Kopfe 
,\·ould soon be covered. Something had to 
be done at 011ce. 

I-le peered out of tl1e v.·indow and sa,v that 
a thick ,vood bordered the line on either 
side. 'l,his ,vns \\·here the telephone wires 
,\·oul(l be tapped, and the new instructions 
sent through to the various agents of the 
llri ti sl1 Secret Service. 

l\1lonty might have had further instructions 
sent if he could have been absolutely sure 
J)ick ,vould be aboard the train. It was too 
late to v;orry about that, ho,,1ever. Ho had 
to clo tl1e best he could-and that ,vas precious 
little. 

He raclted l1is brains for some ,vay of 
rescuing Dick. He had to mnke his plans 
nnd carry them out in a quarter of an hour. 
i,,he train had a.lread,· covered abotlt three 
miles frorn the stntion," gathering speed. No~\'' 
8he \Vas careering at sixty miles per hour 
11orthwards. Tl1e remainder of the_ t,veuty 
miles to l{opfc ,vould rattle a,Yny tinder the 
thundering \Vheels in ali too short a tirne. 

l\1onty thrust l1is hands deepl)r i11to the 
poc kcts of his borro,,·ed o,·ercoat. Tl1en a 
srni:e sprcacl over his face, for his finge1·s hacl 
con1e into cont.act ,vith a revolver. He drc\\~ 
it out and found that it ,,·as loaded. Thero 
,\·ere too rnany reasons ,vhy tl1e gt1nrd of a 
coutincntal express, in \Yartin1e, should be 
in possession of arn1.s for l\Io11t,,. to \\'aste 
ti rae ,yorrying ,vhy tl1e ,vcnpon ,,·ns there. 

Ile had it, no\v, and it. gave l1im ideas. He 
bt·igl1tcnecl up, and tl1ought out the detnils 
of a plan-a daring plan-that had co1ne to 
11 i n1 i 11 a flash. 

He ktlC\V German~10 ,vell, and he had a rough 
and ready plar1 of t.he country through ,vhich 
the train ,vas speeding, stored tlf) i11 l1is 
ncti ve brain. -

Once more he turned to the ,,·indo\V and 
studied t.he da1·k landscape as best J1e could. 
As far ns he could remember, Kopfe ,vas a 
\,·ild and dcsolato region of rockv ,vastcs and 
pn tches of pine ,,,oods. .. 

'fime ,vas the nll important factor in his 
scheme. If he acted a mint1te too soon, or a 
min11te too late, he might fail. He ro.sc to 
his 'feet, arid paced to and fro across the vaI1. 
When the bound and gagged 1na11 behind 
tl1e pile of baggage dared to move he gro,vled 
a \Varning that ,,·as sufficient to quieten him 

• agn1n. 
Monty \Vas cold nnd calculating. He dared 

not fail this time. It 1neant too much t-o 
England! He had passed the v.·ord that one 
of them, if not both, ,Yot1ld be on the rocks 
at da,vn. -

Only tl1e members of his organisation \\'ould 
kno,v ,-.·hat those ,vords meant but he had 
~i ver1 the siqnul tl1at so man): were await­
ing, arid ~e h~d to stand by it. One thing 
only \\·as 1 n his fa \·our, and that ,vas rather 
doubtf1=1I. Tho train \\~as speeding at top 
~lleed 1n the direction he wished to travel­
ltfrth,vards. But it was taking IIeinrich 
~\.ahn that ,vay as ,,,ell. 

And no"·• he hnd to ,vait t1ntil theJ~ \\·ere 
close to Kopfe. I-le- ,vas 11ot at all sure t10,,· 
to tell \\~hen they ,rere nearing Kopfc, a11d 
he-paced the van in a fever of doubt and 
anxiety, until he recalled that he had ar:kecl 
for the distant signal to be set at da11gcr. 
thereby forcing the driver of the express 
to red11ce speed at that spot. 

He l1eard e•.-e11t.unllJ' the shriek of tl1e 
engine's \\~histle, a11ci felt the first ,:-ibratio11 
of t.he applied brakes. The danger sig11al J1ad 
been see11. It ,vot1lcl take so111e time for tl1e 
train to redt1ce S[leecl to a cra,vl, bttt long 
before tl1at l1e had to be ,,~ell a,vay l\'itl1 l)icl, 
Seton. \Vhat he l1ad macle up his 1nind to 
do had to be done at 011ce. 

Ile exami11e<l tl1e revolver, tl1en, pulli11g 
tl1e guar(l's peaked cap ,vell do,v11 over l1ts 
cJ·es, lie set ot1t along tl1e corriclor. llis CJ'"es 
n1issed nothi11g that n1attered. He noticed 
,vhere tl1e 11asse11g·ets \\"ere all soltnd aslee1J 
a11d ,vhere the;y ,vcrc ,vide, a,\1 ake, ,vl1ere 
tl1e cioors ,\·ere, tl1e Qttickest ,vay to leave tl10 
tra i r1---J1e missed notl1i ng. 

His brain y;as a.s cool as ice, ar1(l his }Jltlse 
beat 11ormally. He l1nd embarkecl on tl1e 
n1ost da11ge1·ot1s arid recli:less i11cident of 11 is 
,\·ilcl career, a11d he just had to \\·in througl1. 

llis l1ar1d '"~as ir1 l1is overcoat pocliet, 
graspi11g the revolver. IIe came to tl1e 
co1r11-»artrr1ent arid cal1nly· sli<l back the door. 
Tl1e t,\~o ar111cll se11tries glanced ttp, but 
tl1i11king l1e ,vns the guard, made 110 other 
n1oven1e11t. Kahn glo,vered at l1i111. 

""l.1l1011ght I said ,,~e \\·ere 11ot to be 
dist.111·lled ? " J1e s11ap1Jecl. 

Dick looked full in l\:lonty·'s e~yes. \\;rhetl1er 
l1c guessed or not, it ,vas hard to sn~". 
Certai11)~y 1\IontJ" did not stop to arg11e about 
it. 

"Parclo11, IIerr Lieutenant,'' he said. 
'' Tl1ere is nn Englande1· on the train!" 

I(ahn stiffened and his l1and ,\·ent to tl1e 
re,·c>lver••holster at his belt. 

"\\ll1ere ?" 
~Iont.y ,\·hipped otit the gt1n. He clid not 

sl1oot Kahn, although he n1ight l1ave done. 
If l1e had it v.·ould ha,·e gained him nothi11g, 
for the armed privates ,\rere ,\·it.l1in t,Yo feet 
of hitll. 

He fired, and the bttllet shatt.ere<l the lig-l1t 
in the roof of the compart1nent., J)lt1ng1ng 
the1n all in darkness. 

"After him !0 roared Kahn. 
l\Io11t:y· l1ad fled at once, of cottrse. He 

could picture \\1hat \\"as taking place in the 
compartment. Kahn had flu11g himself 011 
Dick Seton to prevent his escape, and tl1e 
t,vo soldiers l1ad co1ne out in pursttit of him. 

So far the plan ,vas ,,·orking. One soldier 
triecl to level his rifle and fi1·e n long tl1e 
corridor at the bogus gttard, but there ,\·as 
11eitl1er time nor space for such a man<Eu, .. rc. 
The bi1llet spli11tered a ,vi11do,v, a11d as lie 
had to stop to fire he lost time, a11d hindered 
his O\\"D companion. 

The next i11st.ant l\fontv had reached the ... 
en~ of .tl1at carriage ,vhere the s,vitches ,vere. 
He reachccl tl}l, and ,,·itl1 a click shut off all 
the lights, not ir1 the ,,rhole of tl1e train, but 
on]~~ alo11g the le11gtl1 of that pnrtict1lar 

• carriage. 



111 the dark11ess scared pusse11gers darted 
out ir1to the cor1·iclor, collicling with the two 
solcliers ,vho ,vere so a11xious to catch the 
bogtts guard. ~Iea11,vhile, 1vlo11ty had ope11ed 
a door 011 the near side, clambered out on 
to the rtt1111i11g-Loard, a11d closed it again. 
The 11oise he 1nade passed t1nnoticed in the 
gc11oral confusio11 and din. 

Crouchi11g low, he cla\ved l1is way along 
tl1e carriage to'\\~ards the window of Kahn's 
co111part111e11t, while the t,vo soldiers 
struggled clear of the medley of f~ightened 
passe11gers arid ,ver1t dasl1i11g alo11g the train 
to tl1e e11gi11e e11d. 

"The -con11r1u11icatio11 cord!'' shrieked a 
lad.}·. 

But Kahn ve11tured to co1ne ot1t into the 
corridor. 

'' Don't stop tl1c trai11 !" l1e bello\l·ed. 
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his progress seemed terribly difficult a11d to 
take ages, '"· hile actually l1e ,vas not more 
thar1 t\vo or three 1ninu.tcs reachi11g the door 
of the co1npart111ent \\Tl1ere Kahn stood over 
Setor1 i11 tl1e <lal'k11ess. 

"\\~hat sort of cor1ft1sion reigned along the 
,v l1ole ler1gth of tl1e trai11 lior1ty could not 
tell, but lie felt sttre it was terrific. Raising 
l1is l1ead cat1t.iotu3Jy to peer i11to the com­
partment, he saw Seton· httrldled up in the 
cor11er on his side, arl<l Kahn stood over him 
,vi t11 011e hand gri I>JJi ng his shoulder. 

Then someorie fol111d. tl1e electric S\\'itches, 
arid the ligl1ts ,ve11t 011 again all along that 
carriage, bttt Kal111's compart1nent remained 
i11 total dark11ess bet:at1se I\fonty had 
sl1attered the bulb ,vith a bullet. 

The sudc.1011 ]ight i11 the corridor, however, 
cnt1scd I{ah11 to tur11 l1is hear), rather dazed 
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'' .f\11:ytl1i11g but that! I comma11d it 1 Tl1e 
trair1 is not to be stopped·!" 

Ile dicl 11ot ,vant that cursed Er1glarider to 
escafJe by jt1rµpi11g off a train that \\'a& 
slacke11i11g speed. It had not yet occurred to 
hi1n t.l1at ,,~hat he dreaded ,vas already 
harJIJe11ing. The brakes J1ad bce11 applied, 
and the s11eccl ,vas being reduced so gradually 
tl1at he had riot J·et appreciated the fact. 

l\Io11ty ,vas outside, and 011ly a few feet 
fro111 hi1n, cla\ving along the running-board, 
l1a11giug on to door l1andles and rails, ,vith 
il1e cl-1illi11~ v.·i11d tearing at him and shriek­
ing (last 111s eal's. llis peaked cap flew from 
his l1ead. The overcoat filled arid bellied ottt 
lil~e a l)a.110011, so that he ,vas forced to hang 
011 like grir11 death. 

It ,vas a l1a11dicap he l1ad 11ot bargained 
for, _a11d lie strttgglcd to rid himself of it. 
It _,vas riot easy, crot1ch.i11g low to avoid 
observatio11 from tlie windows al1ove, to get 
one arr11 free of the coat, then change har1<l­
g1~ips 011 the supporti11g_ rai], shake the other 
a1·1l1 free, -a11d send the great-coat flyi11g from 
hin1, flappi11g rou11d the carriage ,vheels and 
bci11g tor11 to shreds on tlie permanent ,vay. 

Losi11g tl1e coat save·d l1is life, for he could 
• riot haYe ,vithstood the ,vrenchi.ng of the air­
filled gar1ne11t much longer. · Bt1t he lost his 
revolve,r with it, ho\\·evcr. It had been i11 
011e of the pockets. 

Ma~1'be that v.~ould not matter. Monty 
rarely tn1sted to weapo-ns alone to get him 
ot1t of a fix. I~Ie continued 011 l1is way, and 

ar1cl be,vil(lered. '1,110 movement was sligl1t 
e11ottgh, bttt l\Io11ty profited by it. Ile 
straightenecl, and, ,vith 011e q11ick, deft 111ovc-­
me11t, opened r.l1c door. 'I,hc wind J)rcssure 
,vas er1or111ous, despite tl1e fact that tl1c trai11 
\\1'as slackeni11g speed, bt1t l\fo11ty lea1Jt i11to 
tl1e co1npartn1e11t. 

The rl1sl1 of cool air startled Kah11. Dick 
,vas gaspir1g ,vith amazement, bt1t lVas c1uick­
,vitte<l enough not to er)-· ottt. Kahn darted 
forl•lai:cl to tl1rust l\1011ty off the trai11 l)efore 
l1e could fairly gai11 a footing. 

The ,vhole thi11g took place i11 the shadov{s, 
for 011I~~ the light from the corridor could 
dispel the gloom i11 the compartn1ent. 
l\1011ty ,vas at a disti11ct clisadvantage, but 
he had ba11ked 011 Dick helr>ing, and lie \-\'as 
riot disappointed. · 

Dick seemed to crt11nple up i11 his corr1er, 
then tip carne his feet, a11d he lashed ottt 
like a bttcking 1r1t1le. 1-Iis boots tl1uddell 
agai11st Kn,hr1's belt, and shot him to tl1e far 
e11d of tl1e con1partn1e11t. His bullet head 
banged agair1st tl1e door-post, and lie re­
coiled. 

Btit those fe,v seco11ds respite were all tl1at 
1\lo11t.:y reqttired. llis feet were firm on tho 
floor, and he follo,vecl ttp the advantage 
Dick had given ·'l1im l1y leaping or1 Heinrirh 
Kahn, driving his clenched fist sq11are to the 
hard jaw with st1cl1 terrific force that tho 
Ger111an crttmpled, sagged, and went down i11 
a heap. -

" The l1nndcuff ke:y !" panted Monty. 
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'''l'he breast-pocket!'' said Dick. faces on the roof of tl1e second coach from 
1-1onty fot111d it in an instant and released the engine. . 

Dick. . l\fon_ty and Dick: lay still, hardly dari11g 
'' '1,he train's slowing down,'' gasped Diel,. to breathe, ,vl1ile search was made for them. 
''I kr1ow. I fixed it. Get ready to jump!"' But no one thottght of looking on the· 

retorted l\fonty. roofs of the coaches. In fact, the general 
He pattsed to close the corridor door ar1ti opinion ,,·as naturally that the Englander;; 

jammed it ,vith a piece of strap ho tore bj1 l1ad got a \Vay across-country. Only foois 
mai11 force from the window on the other \'lOt1ld l1ave rernai11ed anl,.,Yhere near tl1,~ 
side. Then he turned to the open door and rail\vay after all that l1ad ha1)pened. 
put his head out. Eventually, the passengers ,vere ordered 

,, Embankment-bushes. Ilav·e to chance aboard 011cc inore. Tho compartment doors 
it. Come on!'' slammed, t.l1e guard ble,v his ,vl1istle, the 

Ile went first, leaping clear of tlie grating engine shrieked, arid the train contintted on 
wheels. The rt1sh of air took his breatli its \\"ay, taking ,vith it the men for ,,,hon1 
a,vay, bt1t he was scarcely conscious of ,vliat Kahn ,vas still scottri11g the countryside. 
he was doing 01· what ,vas likely to happen They had to hang on as best they could. 
to -him. Ile came down in the midd]e of a But for that they ,,·ould l1ave been comfort­
busl1 that cla,ved at him with thorns. able enotigli, and, ov.ing to the noise of the 

Another body came down within six y~rdi train, speeding to · make up for lost time 
of hi1n a11d his o,vn hurts mattered little as far as possible: they were able to talk 
beside his anxiety for Dick. fie sci-a1nbled together. 
clear and hastened to ,vhe1·e Dick ,vas fight- ''If anyone l1ad t.old me, I'd have said it 
ing to f rce himself from a clun1p of bramble~. ,vas utterly i1npossible for you to get me 

''Hurt?'' he queried. out, of that compartment,'' observed Dick. 
'' Only scratches,'·' said Dick. re Gosh, l\1onty onl)~ chttckled grimly. . 

J\ionty, but you fooled me in tl1at guar{i's 1
' I've been in tl1is game long enot1gh1 ,, 

rig-otlt. '' he retorted, '' to kno\v that the impossibla 
'' Yott never guessed?" is ofte11 easier to accomplish than \\·hat seems 
'' Not till :you came ir1 ancl spoke. Then c1t1ite simple." 

I knew. Btlt-look ! The trai11's stopping I., '' I dor1't quit.e get that,,, said Dick, 
'' Before it ot1ght to.· l{ahn's recovere,l puzzled. 

too soon and has pt1lled the emerge11cy cord. '' \,Tell, I've got you out of an impossibie 
Keep close to me!'' situatior11 " said llont.y. '' You think ,ve'vc.:: 

l\fonty ,vas climbi11g up the cmbankme11t escaped. Bt1t ,ve haven't. \Ve're onl1 safe 
to the permanent ,vay again. Diclt. ,vas for a time.'' He ,vas suddenly very serious. 
aghast, b11t. he had had enot1g~ experience '' Listen, Dick-by da,v11 both~r one of us­
of i\tonty's •deas not to '\\Taste time 1n argu- must be on the rocks at Cap Blauwe, whiuh 
ing. He guessed that Monty had reasons is a n1attcr of ten miles ,vest of Danzig on 
for all he did. the shores of the Baltic. This train is rush .. 

The engine ?las l1issing furiously as the i11g that ~,ay at sixty per hour, and theref"ore­
head of steam was allo\\Ted to escape. The it is helping tis. But ,ve'v·e got to get off 
train l1ad been stopped \\Tith a sttcldenness it, ,vithout being seen, and that Y."on't be so 
that could or1ly mean that sorneonc had pulle<l easy~ •· If ,ve can't both escape, t.hen one must 
the commttnicat-io11 cord. 'Xhe distant sigriaJ -go, and ~you get first cl1ance. iiemorise the5e 
at danger along by the Kopfe signal-box facts.'' 
cot1ld never l1ave braugl1t the train to a stand- He spoke in ,vhispcrs, and Dick listened 
st.ill just there. intently until he had finished. 

Bttt if it ,,,ag rather unfortunate it ,vas a '' At da\\,,D, '' Dick said eventually. ., Cap 
pas5ibility for which Monty l\ras prepared. Blauwe-on the rocks. I under.st~nd. ~ut. 
Instead of dashing a,vay across-country, as h9w do you .propose to leave this train? 
l1e n1ight have done, he returned to the line .. \\·here do l\~e Jump off?" 
and before the scared passengers, or even ''That's the trouble," said !\ilonty. '' I had 
l(ah11 and his two men, co11ld leap do\\'D no time to plan any more t.han this. I had 
to the cinder track, Aionty and Dick were to ,vait to see jt1st ,vhat happened. I have 
on t-he line at the end of the train and climn- 110 idea ,,·hat to do next!,, 
i11g up the iron steps set in the rear of the 
C•Jacl1, to the roof. 

The night was pitcl-1 black, "·h-ich helped 
them considerably. 'fl1e lights from the 
tr·ain streamed out on either side, illt1minat­
ir1g the track, while abpve all was in dark­
ness. 

Side by side Monty and Dick lay low and 
_ ,vriggled forward along the length of tba 
train. It ,vas not easy to negotiate the dis­
tances between the coaches as they came 
to them ,vithout being observed, but some­
how they managed it. l\:lonty did not call 
a halt . ur1til t-hey ,vere lyi11g llat 011 their 

The Buttons I 

D ICI( \vas nonplussed for son1e tin1e. 
He had gro,vn into the habit of 
taking t.he ctte from l\Ionty. So far 
l\lonty had never been at a loss, but 

it \\'aa obvioua tl1at he could not have fore­
seen their present predicament and had had 
no time to plan a \\~ay out. 

On the other hand, they dared not remain 
",,l1ere tl,e:v \'Vere 11nti! the t,rain stopped in a 
station. So1ne"\\There~ and someh•Jw, thei· 
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would have to leave tl1e trai11, a11d, natt1rally, 
Dick lcf t it to Mo11ty to 1nake the decision. 

'' Harig 011 to my legs,'' said Monty. '' I've 
got to fi11cl out \\'.'here ,ve arc-if I can.'' 

Diclc clt1ng to his ankles, arid Monty rose 
to a . standing position· 011 t.he top of . the 
speeding trai11. So far the black11ess of night 
had helped them co11siderably. It still ,vent 
a ]on g- ,vay to conceal t.l1cn1, bt1t it ,vas also 
a handicap in other v;ays. 
. ~Ionty tried to peer tl1rough the darkness, 

a11cl the smoke a11d flyir1g c.i11ders from the 
po\verf ul locon1otive half blinded him. He 
thottgl1t he sa ,v tl1e lightd of a village to the 
east, and the dirn ot1tlines of a mottntain 
.lo\v 011 the horizo11, btit he co11ld not be sure. 

fie tt1rned the other ,vay, bttt t.he cour1try­
siclc \\·as flat and featt1re]css, a11d in the dark­
ness it ,vas in1possible to make out a11y 
recogr1isablc la11dmarl{s. 

Then Dick shot1ted, and cla,,,ed at l'Ionty. 
''Down!'' ho cried. 
iI011ty staggered and fell. He ,vould have 

slithered off the roof of the coach had not 
Dick clt1ng desperately to his legs. He 
spra \Vled 011 ti1e slopi11g roof with his head 
close to the edge, arid before lie could realise 
,vtaat \Yas happe11ing the trai11 roared 11ndcr 
a road bridge. 

l\Io11ty n1ar1aged to ,Yriggle back to· Dick's 
side. 

"I clidn't see it iu the darknessJ '' he mttt­
tercd. 

'' It ,vot1ld l1ave killed yot1, '' said Dick. 
'' .. i\n v idea ,,~ere we are?'' 

'' U 11fortunat.ely, no. And ti1ne's getting 
on. \Ve ought to be nearing the coast by 
110\\". \\lait a n1inute. What's that ahead 
of t1.;, ?'' 

He -,vould not risk standing bolt upright 
aaain. He rose to his knees and peered for­
,,~rd. It sec1ned to him that in the distance 
al1ead a dt1ll line cttt across the railway trac-k 
at right angles. At times it gl~wed a dt1ll 
white in tl1e gloom. At times 1t seemed to 
be vagt1ely dark, then swa:yed unccrtai11ly as 
if its outline ,1las irregular. 

Then it dawned in upon him what it was 
he was looki11g at. 

'' A river!" he exclaimed. '' If I 011ly 
k11e,v what ri,rer !'' 

He crot1ched do\vn agai11 beside Diel{, and 
they disct1ssed the matter. 1'-lont.y reckoned 
it was the Blatl\\'0 River-,vide and deep 
'\\·here the rail,vay crossed it, bt1t further 
down uegenerating into a f ttrious-running 
strean1, dashing over roclcs a11d through deep 
gorges, and over falls in a clot1d of spray, 
until it ran ir1to the Baltic close to t.he rooks 
of Cap Blat1,\·e, the spot for ,vhich they were 
both n1ak.ing. _. 

' ' So yott see,'' l\fonty we11t on, '' we can't 
expect to make ot1r way do,vn the river by 
boat· b11t i_t might help us to get off. this 
trair{. We've got to get. clear within the 
next t.er1 minutes.,, . 

'' As soo11 as that?" queried Dick. 
'' Yes as soon as that. l11 half. an hour 

this t.rain ,vill rtln into Danzig. And in Jess 
than tYt,.o hours it ,vill be da\\·n. Before th·e . 

su11 begi11s to sl10,v, 011e of us, if not both, 
rnust be dow11 or1 the rocks at Cap Blau\\-"e." 

'' A11d how do you propose to leave the 
train?'' 

'' She's got to slacken speed as she goes 
over the river. The11 we dive off.'' 

Dick began to feel doubt£ ul. 
'' Easy to talk-but how can yott get her 

to slacken. speed?'' 
'' Y 011 follo,v inc and leav·e the talki11g to 

n1e. Y 011'11 see. This ,vay. '' 
Tl1e train was still thundering along at 

top speed, s,vayi11g along the gleaming 
1netals, roaring thro11gl1 stations, arid under 
briclges, a11d over brid-ges. As they had 
reached the low levels along the coast, they 
,ve11t over more bridges than they 1A"'ent u11der, 
,vl1ich was ,,ery mt1ch safer for the two on the 
roof of the coach. 

Now they began to creep forward. It 
\\·as11't easy, for they had little e11ough to 
clir1g to. Monty led the Vlay to the f ror1t 
end of their coach. He wriggled over till 
he wa.s face do,vn,vards, then got his legs 

. dow11 o\rer the edge to the iron steps on the 
end of the coach. He cla.mbered dow11 to tl1e 
coupli11g irons, straddled the distance and 
climbed tip the steps 011 the foremost coael1. 

Dick quickly follo,ved him ac1·oss. MontJ 
hauled hi1n up on to the roof of the first 
coach of the trai11, a11d they set out once 
more, headir1g to,vards the engine. _ 

When they reached t.he end of the coach 
they cot1ld see -be1o,v them tl1e hearJcd coal in 
t.he tender, and beyond, the cab of the cng.ine, 
dimly lit by the red glo\V from the firebox. 
rrhe driver ,vas huddled in _one corner, 
steadily gazing throi1gh the windscreen. The 
firema-n stoo(I n1ore cast1ally, Vliping his ha11ds 
on a piece of ,vaste, b11t his back ,,·as tt1r11ed 
to tho tender. 

''It's got t.o be done sn\artly, '' said 1\-Iont.y. 
'' Follow 111e, as soo11 a11d as quickly as ever 
you can. We'll be over tl1e river in five 
rnin11tes. Cou1e on!" 

Monty rose to his f cet, and stood swaying 
there for a n1i111.1te, ,vell -braced against the 
n1shing ,vind. He •vas jt1dging his distance. 

The11 he leapt for\\"ard, and came do"·n in 
a heap 011 the coal in the tender. He ct1t 
himself, bruised his face, and tore his clothes, 
bt1t he h11r1g 011, a11d pre,,,ented himself roll-
ing off. .. 

Diel{ ga.s1-1ed at tl1e daring of tho fea,t .. a.nd 
w·ondere·d .if he dared ve11t11re. He stood 11r1-

rigpt, llLtt t~~. teari11g ,vind 1nad~ him dot1bt 
his · ow11 ab1l1t1es. He \Vas afraid he would 
fail and only be leapi11g to his death. That 
would. help 110 one. 

The11 his pride came to his. a~d. If ~lo11ty 
cottld do it., so cotild he. Gr1tt1ng his teeth, 
he eyed the dista11ce, and leapt. But -by the 
time he lande(I in a dazed heap Monty had 
gathered himself to his feet arid wa.s clawing 
his way for,,·ard over the coal. 

He did 11ot trot1ble abot1t who saw or heard 
him 110w. He 111oved \vith amazing rapidity, 
half leaping over t.he n1ounds, stood poised 
abo,re the cab fo1· a second, then leapt down 
to the 1·t11111ing board in the red glow of tl1e 
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furnace, ar1d there \\'as s01r1ethir1g in his hand 
that looked e.uspiciottsly like a revolver. 

'' Slow down!'' he yelled, in Germa11. Ile 
had to shout to mak·e himself heard above the 
thunder of the v.·heels. '' Slow do,vn, or I'll 
shoot!'' 

rrhe driver sp11n round, saw him sta11ding 
there, and raised his hnnds above his head. 

'' Slo\v do""n, d'~,,ou hear?'' yelled llont)'. 
'' Shut off steam-smartly-or I'll fire!" 

'1,he drj ver gasped, cursed, tl1en tt1r11ed to 
l1is lever. Mor1ty's e)'es never left the driver. 
Mont~, kr1ew sorr1et.hing about locornotives, 
ar1d he \\Panted to be sure tha.t the driver ,vas 
doing ,rl1at he ,,·anted hirn to do. 

l,l1e firema11 thougl1t he sa ,v his char1ce, and, 
taki11g the opportu11ity presented by Monty's 
i11te1·est i11 \\~hat tl1e driver was doing, he 
reacl1ed out stealthily for a hea,ry span11er. He 
gripped it, a11d ,,~as about to s\ving it i11 the 
air when Dick shouted at him from the top 
of the ooal in tlre tender: 

'' Put it do,vn ! I've got yotl covered I" 
It \l\tas· too dark outside the cab to sec 

anythi11g except the dim outlir1e of Dick's 
figure as he crouched on the coal in a pooture 
that looked as if he held a gttn levelled at 
t.he fireman's heart. The sight ,,,as co11vinc­
ing c11ot1gh, for tl1e man dropped tl1e spa·n11er 
,vith n claJ:tcr 011 tl1e running-board. 

The <lri ver was casti11g__ ap1Jrcl1cnsi \Pe 

glances over his slioulder at l\fonty. 'fl1e 
steam \\'US cscupi11g ,vith a roari11g hiss, a11d 
the brakes ,vere grating on the ,\ .. heels. 'fhe 
speed "·ns being reduced steadily, and the 
line of tl1e 1·iver '"'·as comi11g 11earer and 
11enrcr. 

1,hen the ongi11e thundered out 011 tl1c 
bridge that spar111ed the river. Dick ,vai ted 
for the ,vord. l\fo11ty stood stock still until 
the enginP ,,·as i11 the very middle of the 
bridge. Not u11til tl1c11 . did 110 sl1ottt. 

0 lJ iv e for it ! " 
\\Titl1 a bo11nd he \\'as out of the cab a11d 

1111 011 the coals of tl1e tender beside Dick. 
Tl1cy poiscrl there for a momerat, then leapt 
together. 'l,heir l1t1rtling bodies n1issed tl1e 
bridge gi r·clcrs by inc!1ei, then clown the:y 
droppecl like r>lu111mets to the S\\·irling ,vater 
beneath. 

It ,vas really a l1orriblc 1nomcnt for them 
botl1, but the rusl1 of air gave them little 
time for thinking. The ,,·ater · seerned to be 
dashi11g t1r1· to n1eet then1. 

Tl1e 11ext insta11t they had plt1nged in and 
,vere going dowr1, do,vn, ir1to the icy depth~. 

'l'hey came to the sttrface togetl1er, and 
then the s,,tift current ·began to whisk them 
under the bridgo. Tl1e train had come to a 
;tnndstill, and it ¥.~as easy eriot1gh to guess 
at tl1e row that ,vas going on there. 

They managed to liee}J tl1eir l1eads above 
the surface, and the S\\~ift-rt1nni11g river 
,,,hiskecl them out from under the bridgo and 
cari-ied them a ,vay do\\·n-stref1111 li}e corks 
S\\'irling do,v11 a gttlly. 
· '' ?\fake for the \\,,estcrn shore,'' said Monty. 

Dick didn't repl3-,,, but began swimming 
strongly for the ,vesterr1 bank. It ,,,,as not 
easy to cut ncrosa the curre11t, but tl1cy 

managed it at le11E:,rtl1, and scrambled out of 
the ,vater more than a mile and a l1alf from 
the rail,vay bridge. The point ,,,as, now they 
l1ad to find sorr10 rnea11s of getting to Blau,,re 
-the 1·ocky cape ,vhcre one, if 11ot both, l1a{l 
to be on the shore at dawn. 

'' As 11ear as I can tell," grov.·lcd ~Iont~,, 
" we have t,,pc11 ty miles to go and less tl1a11 ar1 
hour to da,vn." 

'' Can't ,valk it,'' declared Dick. 
'' Then ,ve'll ricle. Looks like a village up 

on the l1illside, there. \\1c'll borro,v a car. n 

Tl1ey approached the clustered hot1ses ,vitl-1 
g1·eat caution, arid kept ,-.tell in the black 
shado,vs . of the hedgcro,vs . until they camo 
to the village. l\Ionty ,,·ot1ld not rislc speak­
ing 110,\', n1aking l1is con1n1unicatior1s bj,· 
means of sig1i.s or touch. 

He drc\v Diel~ i11to the shadow of a 
door,vay, ,vitl1in ten )·ards of tho hostelr~y. 
'l1he road ,vas flooded ,v·ith light from the big 
ba:r \\"inclo,v or1 the first floor, ar1d, glancirig 
up, ihey caugl1t n mon1entary glin1pse of t111 

officer struggJi11g i11to his t11nic n11d l 7ll \v11ir1g 
his l1ead off. 

'' Kah11 l1as !'phoned,'' ~·hispere<l l\lont.)·. 
'' There rnust. be a 111ilitary camp near here. 
They ,vill · be searching for us presently." 
· .Tl1ey sttddenl:y crottched lo,v as a p1·ivat-o 

ope11ed the door of the i11n, and ,\·ent rt1sl1i11g­
rou11d to the :yard in a tearing hurry. 

"'\\-'e'<l better clear," 111utteret1 Die!, 
hoarsel)·. 

~1011t~, n1ovecl slightly, then hesitated. 
''\\,ait," l1c said in a ,,·hisper. 
1,hc regular tl1rob of a f)()\verful motor fel I 

UfJOr1 tl1eir ears. a11d the [Jrivate appeared ut 
the ,r l1ec l of a11 c11or111ot1s car. lie drove it 
out of tl1e J"ard a11d rour.1d to the door of tl1e 
in11, the11 11e alighted, lea\-ing tl1e cngi11e 
rttnning, arid stoocl stifH3r at atter1tion on tl1e 
step of t-l1e hostelry. 

'' Follo,v ! " snappe(l l\lont~·. 
He left the shado,vs like a stone from a 

catapttlt, a11d Dick ,vas close behir1d. 'I.1l1e 
private soldier l1eard the beat of l1is feet 
and spttn ro1111d, bt1t he ,vas a seco11d too 
late. ~1orit.~y's iist crashed full ir1 his face, 
and lie shot back,vards into the arms of tl1c 
officer for ,\·l1om he ,vas ,vaiti11g. 'I'he pai1· 
,vent do,\·11 i11 a heap, and the next moment 
1\Io11ty ,vas i11 tl1e car at the v.·heel, ,vhile 
[ticl{ ,,·as cra\\rling o,,.cr the rear hood. 

They ,verc off l\"itl1 a burst, leaving ar1gr,, 
n1er1 bel1ind, ,vho fired recklessl,r after therr~. 

~Ionty l1ad shut off the lights. It wa~ 
~isk:}r, out necessar)·. He l1ad on!y a fogg:f 
idea of tl1e road to take, but l11s sense of 
direction kept him trtte cnot1gh, heading for 
tl1e criast })arallcl "·itl1 the li11e of the Blau,\·e 
Itiver. 

llc let lier Otlt v.ritl1 a ve1igea11ce. He di<l 
riot kno,v the road, but he k:ne,v \\·l1at that 
car \\~as capable of, a11d lie got every ot1r1ce 
of speed fro1n lier there ,,·as to get.' 

Ilis dri,ring \\ras a re,·elation. Al1~eady the 
first faint streaks of du,vn_ ,-.-ere Legi1111i11g to 
sho\v in the east. 

?\Jlonty steered the car rottnd a s,veeping 
bend, then he sa,v that the road ran do1'pn-

( Continued on paye 44.) 
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·All 1'-bout Next Week's Magnificent· New Programme! 
. 
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~elso11 Lee auti 
XipJJc1· go to St. 
J/ra11k's i11 the first 
lll~tce? \\las ~i11-
per at scl1ool t l1erf• 
l,e f<Jre ·he joi11eri 
t lie lletecti ,·e, or 
after? (~•a11 ~vou . .., 

tel1 111e son1et.hir1g 

----'[hi-; jssue ' of 
· ~ ~el~<Jn I"ee '' 
c•4111tai11s tl1e fi11al 
-tory ir1 the JJre~­
i~ut .. series, dealing 
\\.it 11 t l1e detec­
tive's g·rpat fight 
\vitl1 tl1e F~ello,,·­
~hitJ of } ... ear. I 
think \'(lit ,vill ., 

a ~-ree tl1a t this 
:-;~·ie:, i~ one of the 
1>est ever \\·ritt'-!.ll 
bv ::\Ir. I◄~. 8. 

Letters to the Editor 
should he addressed 

I• ::: '. , : : 

: ~~ ~::. . : 
. '.'. ,·. 

of t l1c circtf111-
~ ta nc·es '? I sl1ou lti 
~o like tu k110,v. '~ 
---· l•\ (} . ( \ \7 a l t 11 ct 1 n -

to NELSON LEE LIBRARY, Fleetway Bouse, 
Parring Jon Street, London, E.C.4. 

llt0<Jks, a11cl t}1is \\~eek'!'- st<lr~-, ,,hicl1 ,vi11<l~ it 
1tf>,, is the b11n1per stor,y of tl1e lot. Here is a11 
iuteresti11g. fa,~t: Si11(•c tl1e .series ~tarted Illj" 
po.~tlJag l1as i,1crcasecl i11 size b:y 11early fifty 
per ce11t. I l1a,·e been literal!}" Hoo,Jed ont 
bj1 letters f ro111 reader:-; 1->raisi11g this scric.~ 
for the exeite111e11t and tl1e ge11ttine thriiis 
of it, n11d also for the e11or111ously adclecl i11-

tcrcst '" .. hicl1 the active partiei1Jatio11 of the 
St. 11~rank's boys· ha,·e ~-i,Te11 • to the adv•\11-
t.11re8 of X elso1i"· I.Jee an{f- Xii,11er. 

The K e y not e-M ore St. Frank· s S tori es ! 

'I'his )ast co11si<lcratio11 l1as be<>11 }Jerl1aps 
tl•e l{ey11ote of tl1is pa rtic111ar volttme of 
letters, and f ro111 that I l1a ve 110 rJ ifficnltJ~ 
i11 judgi11g that t.l1e great 1najority of my 
reaclers ,vant 11101·e St. Fra11k's storie8--,,·a11t 
t.hern, i11 fact, every ,veek ! Am I right, 
chn111s? Nelson Lee, NiIJ(Jer, a11<l tl1e boJ'S 
,jf St .. Fi·ank's-that ::.ee111s to be the al111ost. 
11na11imous desire of tl1e gt·eat bod}r of n1~,, 
readers. 

l k110,v ,veil tl1at 110 l~<litor ever l1ad a 
111ore loJtal bod~• of rea<ie1·.s tl1a11 I, and I 
ca11 ass11re all my cl1t1ms. that. I am t.l1e last 
111a11 to disappoint tl1em, once I _am able to 
judge c)efinitely ,vl1icl1 ,vay their desires 
1>oi11t. I atn ccrtai11 tl1er1 of )~our aJJproval 
,vhe11 I say that I l1ave prepared a splendid 
sel'ies of St. Frank's stories--of ronr~e, bJ· 
1◄:. S. Brooks--to l1es:rir1 in 11ext ,reek's 
' ~ Nelson Lee. " -

A Very Special Series. 

'l"l1ere is son1etl1i11g very· ~JJecial abot1t this 
l 11,_.,,, series, 110\\~e\·er. I l1a ,·e had tl10 idea 

of it in mind for so 111 e ti n1 e 11 o ,,. , a 11 d i t 
,vas sugge.c;t.cd to 111c l)_y· · tJ1e large nu111ber 
of letters in 1ny ,'\"'eekl~· post.bag in ,vl1icl1 
e11clle&3 questions ~re asked l1~,. interested 
re~<le1·s 011 the sttlJJect of tl1c early days of 
~ elso11 tee and Nipper at St. Fra11li:'s. TJ1e 

.. clen1a nrl from my 1·eaders for in for1na tio11 
11por1 a tl1onsar1d and one poi11ts .. of detail 
~~<J11cer11ing those ear~y .daJ·s l1as been g~o\v-
111g 111ore and more 1ns1stent-a11d I dec1clerl 
to take · son1e definite steps to satisfy ·it. 
llere are one or t,vo examples take11 at 
randor11 from readers' Jetter~, i.o ~110,v the 
trenrl of their <111eries~ 

~ t O \\r •) 

'· \\711at I ,\·ant to kno\V is 110,,· a11(l ,··h~.­
ditl Nels<)ll Lee beCOlllC n1ixed llp ,vitl1 s~. 
}"ra11li's at all? \\"" c are told 11otl1ing· of the 
Parl~y cla)·s. I ~HJ1J)ose they are lost i11 tl1e 
rni~ts of nntiquity 1 Ar1y,vay, ca11't :ro11 fJllU-
1 i~l1 ~0111et hi11g i11 tl1e good old paper to 
~atisfy the reaclers ,vl10 l1ave no kno,vledge 
of ,r hat }1a (l}Jened in tl1e early days, though 
it is tl1ei r llearest ,Yis·I1 to be enligl1tenecl ? 
1 kt10,v I J1a ve tl1e 111ost bur11it1g curio~it.y ou 
t lie sul1jPet, a11d I an1 ~urc tl1ere are tl1ou­
. ..;ands of others in the sat11e boat. (1et a 
n 1 o ,-e on ~ l\ I r. I~ cl i tor, cJ o ! ~ · -1{ . K. ( X or\ Y i ch. ) 

llc's in111atient, tl1i.~ Xorfolk reacfer, yo:i 
··• ··e ' ~l. • 

Ilere's 011e n1ore Pxtract, fro111 a reader 
i n Be cl ford , , ,. ho-.. e i 11 i ti a IR a re 4.\. , J. 

,. J lor1g fell' son1e stories of t lie early da~T~ 
of ~ el5on I .. ee, ,rl1cn he and NirJper fir5t 
ea1ne to St. J1.,rank'5. I mt1cl1 prefer the Sr. 
·i.'r:111k's ~,arns to an:y otl1er kiud~ good thoug·}1i 
the de tee ti ,·e-nfl \·e11t11re stories have llee11 of 
tl1eir t~'l)C. ,, .. 11at ,Ye all--m)r rhn111s an(I 1 ---
long for arc tales of tl1e old da)·s nt Sr. 
Fra11k's-tl1ese are t}1c only or1e~, in 1ny· 
opinion, 9£ tl1e true Nel~on lJee brand.~~ 

,,~ell, tl1ere J"Olt ll~Yc it! A sort of 
'' get1eral strafe·· i11 fav011r of a ret11r11 to 
~lie old St. Frank'~ da,~~, ,vhe11 Neisor1 T .eP 
,vas a Housen1a.ste1· an~l · Nipper a p111)il at. 
t 11~ fa mo11s ~r·l1ool ! 

TJ1c great series ,vl1icl1 start~ in 11ext ,Yeek· .... 
'' ~elson l .. ee '' ,,·ill 11ot 011Jy f1•lls· ~atisfy tl1e 
,,·riters of tl1_e above letters, a11cl all ,yJ10 
t h i r 1 k as t }1 e v (lo . 1) n t it ,,,. i ii }1 a v e a ~ JJ e c-i ~ d 
a (lpea 1 t<1 eY·~ .. ~~ '" X Pi ~on J .,ee ·~ read Pr 11P,Y 

or o1fl. 

Who is Richard Bennettt 

Xov,, I Sttl)}JO~e it. is tin1c tl1at 1 Jet the 
cat f ai rl~T out of tl1e llag ! 'f l1e tit le of 11t:xt 

,\·e_ek's great St. Frank'8 story i.'5 '• Nip1Jer­
N e,v Boy!" a11d i11 it NiJJper_. in his o,vn 
,,,ords, gives tl1e true arid authei1tic stor)· 
of his fi1·st arrival ns a fJupil at St. Frank'::-. 
Ho,v is that for a scoop? He re·vcals- that 
l1is ent.ry to St. Frank's ,vas maclc ·ttncl~r a1t 

ns~t11ned· 11a111e, the rea~on for ,vl1icl1 he 
explain~ fn1lJ'. lfis 11arrative b1·i~f It"~ 
thro11gl1011t ,vith fact~ of eno1·mous int('rr-~t 
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t "> c\·ctJ· '' N el~or1 Lee ~~ rea<ler. No 011e, of 
1. irl1cr sex, ,vJ10 reads. or ,vl10 ever l1as real{, 
·· Xel:::on Lee.'' ~l1ou1cl n:ii~s or1 a11~· accot111t 
\\ l1atc\·cr this an1azing perso11al narrative 
~ tor~- of Nipper nncl Nelsor1 Lee's earl)· tld· 
~ l'r1tL1res at 8t. Frank's. 

I rel~y· 011 nil my loyal c~11t1n1s at JJrese11t 
reading this chn t to broadcast tl1e 11c,Y.s of 
tl1i~ gl'eat ne,v de1)artt1re to all and st1ndrj·. 
"l" i te nc\,·s is ,,·ell ,rortl1 spreading! The 
\\ l101e paper is being reorgar1i$ed. A ne,v 
~L·1·ies of Str. J."ra11k's stories of ,-erj-... special 
j n terest is bei11g ill<l Llgttra tcd, togetl1er ,vi tl1 
<>rl1er 11e,,, features, i11clttding a ~erial ,\·ritte11 

THE GREEN BUTTON! 
(Co1Ltin1ttll front 11rt{Je 42.) 

JI ill i 11 a long strnigl1t li11e. Besille tl1e road 
,~-!-·re _lo\v b~1sl1es t11~t strete11ed a ,\·ay ir1 tl1c 
curn. l1gl1t. of ,Ter)" l~arlJ,· da,r11.· .. 

\ \.i tl1 ·ii grj11cli11g _· C?f lJral,es, l\Ionty brougl1 t 
tl1e ca1· to a sta11dst1ll. . 

1~11c 11cxt .. 11·10111er1t il1ey ,,·ere ot1t of it and 
.i-:lc111g· cl\\"«~· arno~1gst · tl1e l1usl1es. Tl1ey could 
l~c:ar tlie tl1t111~lcr·· _ of ,\·a,·es or1 · tl1e rocl{s 
110,\·. 1\l~ead of · tl1ein ,\·as. tl1e bri11k of_ tl1e 
lo\\" cliff. Tile)· \\~ere \\'itl1iri a ht1n<lrecl v'iirds 
of tl1eir desti11atjo'i1-,,·hero tl1c lo,v blttff ra11 
:) tt r 111 to the grey·. ·,,·at c rs of th c Ba l t i c. 011 c:. 
J f 11ut llotl1 of tl1cri1, hrid to IJC Orl - tl1e rocks 
l.,\· dn,r11 · · · · "" . . . 

1\11(1 1t ,,·ns.·~ 110,\~ · .dav.·11 ! 
. 1,11e~· rcacl1ed "t:l1e cliff ~tor} a11cl ,\·e11t scramb--

l1r1s- do,r11· to_ the · ·tocky. sl1orc _ l,elov{. · 
.c-'\. {f t1arter of a ·11iile fron1 tl1e sl1ore tl1e 

,,·ater ,ras s,,·irling · od<ll)r •. ,. A long, black 
:-l1n1,e rose · fro~: tl~e "'~a,,es-a c·on11ing-to,ver 
01)c11ecl. It. ,,~as a st1bma-rine. 

'' ,,·e'll s,,rim for it!'' said l\Iont:y·. 
Tog·ether the~·· enterecl the ,\~ater ancl strttci, 

OLtt boldl:y·. ~ttt _· by the tirrie tl1ey reachc(i 
tl1e ~ub1nari11e, Dick \\'as 11earl,1 all ir1. 

_Bt1t lie got tl1e~·c. Sti-011g fict(l(ls l1a11le(] 
D1<:l~ aLourcl ·tI1e st1bn1ari11e;· · a11cl criJ:ried l1irr1 

b~· 011e of tl1e ll·allir1~ atttl1ors- of tl1e cla·~·. 
Tak: e it fro 1 r1 rr a e. ..... , · o t l c n n l <Jo l..: for,,-: a rt I 

to a real Btlllll)C.--!' {\ L~lltLer next ,reel~! 
And Olle last \\"()f(I: Dor1't forget to ·or({~1· 

next ,vceli's '' Kclt-011 I .. ee '' frorr1 ,·01.1r 11e,Y:;• 
agent to-claJ·. " 

Dor1't leave it to cl1ar1ce, or ,·011 ,,·011't 
fincl a copy left, ·fot· '' Xelso11 I Jee;,, .. ,,·itl1 it~ 
ne,\· program1nc of St. Frar1l<'s stories a11(! 
otl1er 11c,v fealttrc~. i~ goir1g· to n1akc a 11oise 
i11 tl1c ,vorld ! See j'CJtl next ~"eek;, :_ 

. THE ;E.DITOR. 
P.S. ,,:r.rite to 111c~ ~tr1rl let 111e · KIIO\\' \Yl1at 

~·011 tl1i11k: of ottr 11L·\r })rog·rn111111e. 
, • r 

~>elo,,· .. 14 .. 01' ,l lll01ll{:IJ1t l\lo11ty ~ stood 011 tl1e 
1ro11 decl~, tl1e11 lie, too, ,vent belo,,·. Tl1c 
l1atc-l1 closccl ,vitl1 c.l l1tet.allic. bang:_ tlie lllOtors 
l1L1r11111ecl, a11(l tl1c st1b111urir1e cli,·ed belo,1; tl1e 

* t . • -. '. ·_ . ~ 
; 

It ,v,ts 111n 11j· ~·ears later, - after tl1e 
.1\r1nistice, thut l\Iu11t~~ a11d l{uhn met; tl1cy 
met ns fric11cJs, · a r1rl jol~e-d - abou't • (_}re'i~Il 
B11tt-011s. l•.,or, nftcr ,tll, tJ1ey ,vere both bra,~e 
rr1cn ,,·110 _ rislcecl n1l1cl1 for their cot1ntries1 a11ll 
tl1ey respected 011e n11otl1er. · · - · · ~ ..... · ·· 

Bttt befol'e the ,\·ur e11ded l\Io11t~,. had n1ar1Jy 
arl\·e11tures, ·n11cl ,,Tas i11 1na11y~·tight ·corne·rs. 
lJt1t lie ~vas 11ever i11 greater rlc1r:iger ·or pttllecl 
()ff 3 g·reater COllp tl1a11 i11 tl1e ad,,e11tnre· of 
tl1e C~reen Ilt1tton. · - · 

l'HE E~D . 
. . 

. 
L 0 

\ ·· B~illiant serial of'thrilllilg. adv~~1:~e 
and motor - racing starts in _: next 
week's bumper number. Make.~cer-

_. ~,,. .. -·~'I,. 

tain of reading the first chapters of . . 
' . -'' OPEN THROTTLE ! '' .. ··- . I 

I 
• • . -- .• - . I 

Order your copy .. rig~t. a~~Y .. ·~ -. :~.--~ l 
.. -----------------------------------------------

GROSE'S 

8 L' e d r or 
('CJl!l p let e Jjwt 
Po~L Free. 

8, New Bridge- Street1 

·.London, ~.C.4. 
. . 

PUNCH BALL 
AND DRUM 

COMPLETE WITH 15, 
REAL LEATHER • 

· BALL· · 
E✓tSl Ll' Fl11'/!;D TO ANl• DOOR. 

GEO. GROSE & oo., 8, New Bridge st. LONDON, E. c .. _4. 

300 STAMPS for 6d ~Abroaq 11.,: includ-
- ■ 1ng A1rpost, Bar• 

LH,do!--. Ohl Ind in, Nigeria. Ne,v South \Va lcs., Gold Coast, 
{'ll'.-\\-... \. ·\VHlT}: • .Engine Lane, LYE, Stou1·bridgc. 

■ f' ·- ' ~ •• ' .... • • .. 

BE TALL y·our Ileight illcrca.8cd .in 14 days, 
■ or Monc·l· Back. Con1plete 'Course; 

51 •• Book1ct free r,rivntt·lr.-STEBBING SYSTEM,, 
28, Dean Road, LONDON, N.W.2. ·· ' .. ·_.; : 

507 STAMPS FREE' ~IOZAMBIQ'l7~ ;''" c9,:'• • l ERSIA, UKI,.Al~J .• -
I~TC., 2d. postag_c, ask ·appro\·als. ( • .\broad 6d · 1•.0:)-;­
E. • F..ASTICK. 59. Holdenhurst 11oad, Bournemo11th. . ~ 

' . 

B Lu SH INC Shyness, .. Nerves, "Self·conS<"iouaneas. 

' 

Worry Habit, Unreasonable l'eara, etc.• 
. cured or money back 1 Complete course 

5/ -. Details.-L. A. Stebbing, 28, Dean Road, London, N. W.2. 

INCREASED 1ny height to 6ft,. 3iins. I ! 1·.H .• 
age 16~. to 6ft. ! T.F., 21. trou1 Sft.5 to 5ft 10 I 
l{OSS SYSTF.M IS GENUlNJ·~- Fee £2 2s. Details 
~tan11>.-l1 ; ltoss, Height Specialist, Scarborouah. 

---- ---. -,-

All applications for Advertisement Spaces in this publication 
should be addressed to the· · Advertisement Manager, •• The 
Nelson Lee Libra111y.'1 The FleetwaY House, Farringdon Street. · 

I 

. I 

London, E.C.4. 

-
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